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PREFACE 


Ad eminent Orientalist, who had edited numer¬ 
ous Arabic texts, had the following remark and 
question addressed to him by a fellow-student: / xec. 
Professor, tJmt you have printed a number of Arabic 
uorks, iL'hen do you intend to start reading titem? 
The present writer, who has translated and annotat¬ 
ed many of the Arabic books which he has published. 
IS unlikely to be questioned in this style: but some¬ 
thing of the sort, might be said about the seven 
volumes of Yaqut's Dictiomry of Learned Men. 
most of which be has had the pleasure (and the 

labour) of editing twice, without translation, and 

with a minimum of notes, chiefly of the critical 
variety. When therefore he was invited to deliver 
a course of Lectures to the University of Calcutta, 
he regarded this as an opportunitv for collecting and 
reproducing in English the information which 
Yaqut’s work contains about the chief Arabic his¬ 
torians of the first four Islamic centuries, and adding 
thereto such observations as his studv of these 

writers had suggested to him. Much of the con¬ 
tents will be familiar to Arabic scholars, but it may 

e oped that the Lectures will be found to contain 
a fair proportion of fresh matter. 

Oxford, July 1929. 


D. S. M. 



Owing to the distance it was not possible to 
send the author a proof for correction, whence some 
oversights may remain, which it is to be hoped the 
reader will excuse. 


S. KHUDA BUKHSH. 
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LECTURES ON 

ARABIC HISTORIANS 

LECTUEE I. 

Conspectus of the Subject. 

History is a subject which furnishes one of the 
most copious (lopartinents of Arabic literature. The 
German Aral)ist Wustenfeld made a collection of 
Arabic historians belonginfi to the first millennium 
of Islam, and his numbers reach 590. Tt is likely 
that many have escaped him. who would have 
swollen this total. And many of their works are 
colossal in character. We are told that the his¬ 
torian Tabari (ob. 310 A.H.) proposed to dictate a 
historical work to his students : the number of leaves 
which he at first proposed to cover was 30,000; as 
the students held that life would not be lontr enough 
for the study of such a work, he reduced the number 
to one-tenth, 3,000 leaves, which corresponds fairly 
with th^ bulk of the work in the editions of Levden 
and Cairo. This composition left liim time for’a 
work of similar bulk on the Qur’an, which also is 
sai 0 )e one-tenth of the amount originally con¬ 
templated. For the active period of his life the 
average amount which he wrote was 40 leaves a 

tiiose who divided the leaves which he had 
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roverofl by the flays of his life from the crnHIe to the 
grave found tlmt he had written 14 leaves for each 
day of liis existence. At one time he, his predeces¬ 
sor Jahiz of Basrali. and his successor Ilni Hazin of 
Cordova, counted as tlie most prolific of Arabic 
authors, hut it is not clear that anv of tljem had a 
right to tliis distinction. The titles of the works 
of Madabni (ob. 225), Avho comes near the com¬ 
mencement of the series of historians, fill more than 
five pages. Those of Tbn ‘Asakir fob. 571) start 
with a History of Damascus in a hundred volumes • 
the first draft of the work occupied 580 fasciculi, 
the later 800. But there follows a series of titles 
of works occupying a couple of pages, some of which 
w'ore evidently bulky. And it is clear that Tabari’s 
history, vast as it is, would not bear compari.son in 
size with the History of Islam by Dhahabi in the 
eighth century of Islam. 

Treating history on this vast scale has some ob¬ 
vious advantages, thougli it will be seen that in 
many cases the content bears no proportion to the 
magnitude of the work. The volumes are frequent¬ 
ly swollen to their bulk by repetition of the same or 
ncarlv the .same matter, ns handed down bv different 
chains of authorities. Thus a whole volume of 
Ibn ‘Asakir might be reduced to a few pages (at 
most) if the reader were contented with a single 
chain of tradition for a single tradition. But even 
where the content corresponds with the magnitude 
it is evident that the cost of production must he 
excessive, whence few copies are likely to be made; 
occasional notices which we obtain of the price of 
books or tlie cost of copying show that few students 
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vvould be ai)le to procure complete sets of such 
works. And wlien the owner of such a work dies, 
the volumes have a tendency to be distributed be¬ 
tween the heirs. Hence in several uf these cases 
the student thinks liimself fortunate if bv travellincr 
to dillerent cities he can make himself acquainted 
with ail the volumes of such books. 

Tliou^ii \\ iistenfeld'.s list terminates with the 
year lOOO A.H., it does not begin with tlie Prophet’s 
death. Notices ot prose literature assuming the 
form of written hooks prior to the ‘Abbasid period 
are vague and often untrustworthy With us tlie 
natural seat of a book is some material such as 
paper: it may or may not be committed to memory. 
With the Arab the natrual seat of a book is the 
memor\ : it may or may not he committed to writ¬ 
ing. In the Qur an there are indications that tlie 
seat ol a book is regarded as the memory, notwith¬ 
standing the importance whicii is therein attached 
to wilting. An abrogated text may be eitlier erased 
or caused to he forgotten; it may be eitlicr written or 
merely remembered. We read there of clear texts 
in tlie breasts of those to whom knowledge has been 
given. The People of the Book are said lo make 
f'harts of their sacred books : these then could 
mid did exist apart from tiiose “ charts,’' and as 
sud. couM be communicated to prophet.s by inspira- 

f,.nn f - occasion later on to notice the 

‘VI > AMtIi which this conception held swav even 

hen men were writing and amassing written hooks 
"n a vast .scale. 

lonullr '1“- 'leve- 

imtnt of pvuso literatme l.eforo 'Abbasi.l time? 
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and causes wlncli overcame them will occupy some 
of our time to-morrow. Wliat strikes us, in 
considci ing tlie colossal proportions to which iusto- 
I'ical literature grew, is tlic rapidity of this develop¬ 
ment. It is as if a mass of water which had beci‘ 
ilamnied up suddenly broke loose. One cause is 
likely to have been an invention to which justice has 
larely l)een done in tlie liistory of progress, that of 
jiaper, which came into Europe through Muslim in¬ 
tervention. The Muslims had obtained it from the 
Middle East, nn<l even in the first century of their 
era had taken to its employment and manufacture 
Tlie invention, as cheapening the process of produc¬ 
tion, is to be compared with that of jirinting. 

Ibit Islam it.sclf, with tlie advent of the 
‘Abbasids, and the foundation of its great capital 
JIaghdad, seems to liave burst its bonds. It is not 
indeed clear that the Umayyad standards of piety and 
morality were greatly altered for the better by the 
change of dynasty. But the welcome which tlie 
new dynasty received is easily intelligible, since 
the antagonism between the rrnavyad house and 
that of the Prophet was loo deeply rooted to ])ermit 
of lovaltv to both. Wo are told casiiallv how the 
pious ‘Tbiiar, son of ‘Abd al-‘A/i/, abolished tlie 
practice of cursing ‘ A!i from the pulpit: and the 
Shi'ah venerate his mernorv on that account. Yet 
sucli a concession to sentiment may have had as 
serious consequences in shaking tlu' power of^he 
Uiuayyads as the recovery of Napoleon’s ashes had 
in shaking the French Kingdom. And when we 
read how in Umayyad times men did not venture to 
name their sons ‘Ali, TIus;i)i or Ifuasin it does not 
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surprise us that tiio earliest Biopapliy of tlic Pro- 
I)liet should be later than the rise of the 'Abhasids. 
The Biography of the Prophet could scarcely have 
been told in Umayyad times without seriously 
shaking the loyalty of Muslinis to their lulers : and 
the serpial would not have improved the situation. 
If meiTwere afraid to call their sons ‘Ali. Husain or 
Hussain and were accustomed to hear ‘Ali cursed 
Ironi the pulpit, the less they heard about the be¬ 
ginnings of Islam, the more likely would they be to 
maintain their loyalty. 


It is desirable to find .some principles upoi^ 

which wo can classify tliis vast literature, and these 

may be lurnished by our conception of wbat history 

moans. We need not indeed occupy ourselves with 

the (lue.stion bow it sliotild be written : on that 

abstruse subject many different theories have 1 )oom 

propounded. All would probably agree that it is a 

record <il event.s : and that events are cliieflv, though 

not exclusively, the sayings and doings of men. 

Ami we may obtain some principles of classification 
from this definition. 


First from tlio amount covered in space am 
tune. There are universal histories and particula 
histones. Tabari’s work is a universal history, a 
any rak‘ in intention. Hence he commences witl 
a delmition of time and a theory of the length o 
time which tlie world has lasted. Its title ii 
ff.romcle of Apostles and Kings. When he reache 
le rise of Islam, he confines himself to the portioi 
‘>1 tlie world embraced by Islam. And otlicr pro 
essedly universal historians adopt the same plan. 
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Historians whose programme is less ambitious 
ii'stiict tlionisclves to the Islamic portions of tlie 
earth or to some one or otliei' of these portions : or 
to some period uhetlier ol Islamic iiistorv as a 
wliole or of some Islanuc state. Thus we have 
Dhahahi s History of Islam to which reference has 
been made, histories of countries such as Egypt, 
Spain, the Maglirih, or cities such as Mecca, 
Medina!), Damascus, Nisabur, Hamadbau, Herat; 
or of dynasties such as Khazraji’s liistory of the 
Easulids in \emen, or Ahii Shameh’s of the two 
dyna.sties of Niir-al-din and Salah-al-din. 

Another principle of classification would be 
connected with the persons who take part in the 
(•vents. This department would rather he termed 
hiogiaphy than histoiy, but the line which separates 
the two is often faint. Where the per.son whose 
career is iccoi'ded is a sovereign, tl)e distinction 
vanishes : since the sovereign is the state according 
to the famous saying of Louis XIA^, his l)iographv 
is the history of his time. And since tl)e states 
whose history is i-ecorded were with .scarcely an cx- 
eeption autocracies, the eontimuats histories find 
their natJiral division into sections by the .succession 
of sovereigns. Where the title of such a work is 
simple, not fanciful, it fre«iuently implies this* 
I’ahari's woik is, as has been scon, a chronicle of 


Apostles and Kings : and such lilies as Chronicle of 
the Caliphs, or Story of the Caliphs, are (piite com¬ 
mon. Nor is the distinction between biography 
and histoiy much more distinct when the subject is 
not a sovereign hut a j)k nipotentiary minister, such 
as many ol the viziers were. Tlie life of the good 
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Vizier, ‘Ali b. ‘Isa, recentlv issued bv 'Mr. Bowen, 
is really a history of the reipii of Mnfjtadir : for 
thouob it was in the power of this Caliph to appoint 
and dismiss ministers according to his caprice, the 
minister during his enjoyment of power was respon¬ 
sible for all the departments of the state. Indeed 
the great authority on Constitutional Law regards 
the procedure \\hereby a sovereign delegates his 
authority to a minister as normal. Hence the 
\\oiks which narrate the lives of the viziers must be 
regarded as histories of their times. Of the numer¬ 
ous works which dealt with this subject we posses.« 
two in fragmentary form, and others may be brought 
to light. If they differ from tlie chronicles "'in 
form, It IS owing to the tendency of the Arabic bio¬ 
graphers to furnisli strings of anecdotes in no ciiro- 
nological order instead of following the better prac¬ 
tice of narrating events in the order of their occur¬ 
rence. 


yiiere the biographies are of persons less inti- 
myely eonneeted with pulilio affairs, they are not 
to he classed unconditionally with liistorv', lint the 
modern student of that subject cannot alford to nc"- 
ect them, if besides following the kings in their ex- 

Zne'""' ■"•■'‘-■imonial 

to ,’,1?’"',“"' "ould also wish 

0 he r "l “f t'"' 'ifc tind occupations 

y the people over whom they ruled. And the 

J m^aplnea ht^ was exceedinglv 

an emi 7 " ‘ Baghdad wlien 

of Europe m our time; and where a man's per- 



8 


LECTURES ON ARABIC HISTORIANS 


sonality )iad for some reason impressed itself on the 

piiblic mind, or his literary works had attained the 

rank of classics, numerous biop-aphers would arise. 

Biopaphies of living men were doubtless rare, but 

we have an example of one in the work bv Abu 

II avvan TauhidI on the two viziers Ilm al-‘AmTd the 
• • • 

Second, and the Sahib Ibn ‘Abbad of which large 
extracts have been preserved by Yaqut, whereas 
there is reason for believing the wdiole work to be 
still in existence. It was to liave been printed in 
Constantinople : but the same policy which com¬ 
pelled the Ottoman journalists to conceal the assas¬ 
sination of President McKinley, forbade the publica¬ 
tion of a work wherein a vizier was attacked. More¬ 
over the work had the reputation, like some others, 
of bringing ill-luck. 

The literature which consists in collected bio¬ 
graphies is abnormally large, and it is in conse¬ 
quence easier for the student of the history of the 
Caliphate to find out fiomethitu/ about the persons 
mentioned in the chronicles than in any analogous 
case. Rome authors collect biographies of eminent 
men of all sorts : the work of Ibn Khallikan is 
familiar, and of a work on a far vaster scale some 
two centuries later many volumes are in existence. 
AJore frequently these collectors confine themselves 
to a particular group of persons—poets, physicians, 
jurists of some particular school. Beaders of the 
Qur’an, Traditionalists and tlie like. Or they deal 
with persons conspicuovis for some quality or prac¬ 
tice, such as ^fisers or Parasites. 

Some four methods or arrangement may be dis¬ 
tinguished in these works. The first may be des- 
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cribed as nrhitrarv, such as we find in that great 
storehouse of historical information, tiie Agliani, 
where tlie clue to the order is a collection of a hun¬ 
dred odes set to music ordered hv one of the Caliplis : 
this leads to a series of narratives connected with 
the poets and the musicians. A second metliod is 
the geograpiiical. The collector makes his prin¬ 
ciple of arrangement tlie countries to whicii the per¬ 
sons with whom lie deals belong. Famous exam¬ 
ples are the Ynfiniah of ThaMli'hi, where the poets 
are grouped according to their countries, and the 
Uyun of Ihn Ahi TJsaibi'ah, where the like is done 
with the physicians. A third principle is the chro¬ 
nological. Works of this sort are called Talxujnt, 
Layers nr Classes, Th*^ subjects arc dealt with hv 
generations. Notable cases of this method arc the 
TahiKiai al-HulT;l/. Classes of Traditionalists hv 
Dhahahi, and the Tahaqat al-Shafi‘iyah, Classes of 
ShaCi doctors by Suhki. A fourth principle, and 
in some respects the most convenient, is the alpha¬ 
betical, which is followed by Yakut. 

Probably the Tahaqat arrangement is that 
which serves the historical student liest : here we 
hav^ emtinuity. which is the essence of history, 
ft IS clearly superior to the gengraphieal arrange- 
niont, for though the Islamic world was verv onrlv 
divided into different states, some of which had 
"ttlc connexion witfi each other, there was groat 
f'»mmunit\ of studies. A enimnon langua'^c a 
common religion, and a common literature connect- 
fepain and Egypt with Syria and Iraq, even when 
I *1 |cal ties had been snapped, with no prospect of 
f'linion. Learned men. poets, and professional men 
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ii-avc'llcd from one Islamic country to another, and 
settled either temporarily or permanently wherever 
tliev had the best prospect ot success. There are 
indeed adages wliich magnify the evils of exile : 
but many more speak of it as the road to success. 
The most famous of all tlie Arabic poets, JIutanabbi, 
is unal)le to remain long in any country : Kgypt, 
Syria, Iraq, and Persia all provide liim for a time 
with patrons. Hence the geographical arrange¬ 
ment attaches too much importance to what is an 
accident. Those who follow the alphabetical 
arrangement are inclined to make some sacrifices, if 
not to continuity, at any rate to similarity or some 
other connexion between their subjects. Tbn 
Khallikan makes considerable sacrifices to this con¬ 
sideration and YaqOt makes some. 

Thirdly it is possible to divert attention from 
space and persons to events as such. e shall see 
that the earliest form of historical narrative followed 
this principle. The early history of Islam was a 
collection of events, recorded by one or more ('ye- 
witnesses : the Murder of ‘Ttflinian, the Battle of the 
Camel, the Battle of Siffin, the Arbitration, the Con¬ 
quests (d the different countries, furnished isolated 
narratives, afterwards strung into continuous his¬ 
tory. Monogra|ihs, as we should call them, on 
tlH‘S(‘ and otluu' (‘veiils, continued to be written long 
after eontiniious lustoiies had iK'come normal. And 
it is possible to treat events not only as memorable 
in themselves, but as illustrating some prineiplt- 
whether of human nature or of the government of 
the world. This conception furnishes us with great 
numhers of works of eo/fc<7(/ni*fi, nu’inoirs, nicinora- 
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hilia, and the like; lew languages are rielier in litera¬ 
ture oF the sort. Frequently there is no attiunpt at 
arranging the matter. It is notieeahle that in 
Tanukhi’s two works of this type th(‘ smaller follows 
a principle of arrangement, tlie larger proFessedIv 
Follows none. His '■ Deliverance alter Strc'^s ’ is 
divided into sections which deal with grou')ys oF cases 
where men unexpecteilly were delivered From press¬ 
ing danger: such as deliverances From wild lu'avts. 
From robbers, after veridical dreams, etc. His vaster 
work. oF which onlv two volumes have as vet come to 

4 » 

light out oF eleven, the “ Collection ol Histories 
or “ Chewing oF the Cud of Conversation “ inten¬ 
tionally mixes matter dealing with a vast mnnher of 
classes: the author thinks the attention of the reader 
will be more easily held if iinit'ormitv Is avoided, 
^et ho does not (piite succeed in keeping similar 
matters apart. Further it would appear that there 
is in this work something resembling the principle 
whereon the muttnafl is arranged, i.c., the grouping 

ol the material according to tlie authority from whom 
it emanated. 

Attention may be called to three characteristics 
which this literature displays. 

^ 1. hulepcndcnce. Wlien literary composition 

oegan on the scale whicli lias been noticed, there 
were numerous departments wherein foreign models 
were employed. Arab writers rarely concen! their 
obligations : they acknowledge them in their medi¬ 
cine, their mathematics, and their philosophy. All 
these branches of literature start with translations 
from tlie Greek : and tliose who pursue them seem 
never to tire of translating and eommenting on th.e 
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tcxt^. There is a MS. in Paris whicli con 
tains hnir separate translations of tlie same Aristo¬ 
telian treatise. There were suspicions abroad that 
those who ])rolessed this foreign learning were not* 
iheniselves adepts at it : we liave more tlian one 
story (ft malicious persons framing mock (piestiops 
in philosophy wliich tlie j)hilos()))liers mistook fov 
serious (piestions and attempted to solve. At difTcr- 
ent periods the foreign learning was regarded with 
awe and with horror. That it was foreign in origin 
was not disputed. 1'hat the literature of fable was 
deriyed from India througli Persia was also admit 
ted : it found some, possibly numerous, imitators. 
In the case of grammar it is difiiciilt to reject the 
apparent connexion with Syriac studies in this 
r(“'ion which in their turn were based on dre-'k 
studies : some have even found a trace of (ireek ori¬ 


gin in the name whereby the Arabs designate gram¬ 
mar. though this seems far-fetched. 

Greek literature does indeed show parallels to 
perhai)s all the departments of history wliich have 
been enumerated. The Greeks had universal his¬ 


tories, histories of countries and cities, biographies 


of persons and classes of persons, collectanea and 

memoralulia similar in character to those which 

Arabic literature developed. Yet there seems to be 

no trace of aiiv translation ol a Greek historian into 

» _ 

Arabic : those histories which count in Europe as 
models of historical writing are unknown to the 


Aral)ic bibliographers. Even Syriac historians, whose 


works might well \\i\\v interested tho.M* who W(‘re 
engaged in archaeological study, seem to have been 
neglected. Possibly Persian chronicles, such as 
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seem to have existed in Biblical times, niav have 

been utilized for Persian history, luit lor tl>c earliiu 

centuries sucli enipluymcnl i< oI)scmi(*. Arnhic 

liistorv seems to he independent of these works and 

to grow up before our eyes. For rea-<ons wliieh will 

occupy us later it has no continuity with earlier 

chronicles, hut is a natural growth, brought into 

existence hv the needs of tlie eoniinunitv ainl dis- 
• » • 

playing characteristics of its own. 

SccoikUij the autliors are verv rarelv onieia' 

♦ 4 

historians, whose dutv it is to record what tin* 
government wants them to record. Tabari and 
others mention cases wherein literarv works were 
ordered by C!i!i[)lis, sucli as the collection of ancient 
lays ordered by al*Malidi, and the manuals of thf 
four orthodox systems ordered hy al-Qadir. 'I'liov 
do not seem to mention a ease of a liistorical wiuk 
ordered hy a Caliph, though they record some w lieie- 
io such works were discouraged or forhidden. A 
case of jin oilicial chronicle is lliat of the Toji. 
called after Tfij al-MiUah. one of ‘Adud ai-danlali s 
titles, composed by the famous Secretary of Slate 
Ibrahim the Sabian. This person, as Secretary to 
Izz al-daulah Baklitiyar. second Bnwaihid Emir of 
iighdcul, had composed letters which gave grave 
olfence to his cousin ‘Adud al-daulah, wlio after his 
ather s death attacked him and ousted him from 
'IS throne. Although Ibrahim had merelv acted as 
"s employor-s clerk, and so was not responsible lor 
‘c I'entiments wbieb bis letters contained, but 
mercy for tlieir expression. -Adud al danlali de¬ 
manded atonement for the offence of composing 
'em, and the atonement suggested was tlmt he 
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write an oHicial lii'torv of tlie BtnvaihiH 
(Ivnastv. ]\Iuch of this work is said to be embodied 
in Mi'-kawaihi's bistoiv, bnt the ori^^inal has not yet 
lieen recovered, though some fragments of it are 
preserved in tlie Yatimah of Tha‘alibi and the 
Ta rikli Vainini of ‘Utl)i. Asked bv some visitor 
what he was doing, Tl)raldni w hen engaged on tliis 
work replied : “ Comjnling packs of lies a state¬ 

ment which when it reached Adiid al-daulah's ears 
so infiiiiated him that he was with difficulty pre¬ 
vented from executing Ibrahiiii in terrible fashion. 
The work before publication was levised by ‘Adud 
al-daulalj liiiiistdf. The Ta rikh \aniini or story 
of Vamin al-daulali campaigns in Intlia bv T’tbi 
max aUo be classed with olficial histories : and the 
same mav be said of the bombastic account of Salab 
al-din's reconquest of Jeru.salem by his Secretarv 
Tmad al-din Ispahani. who gave Ids work the l)oast- 
ftd title ■ The Qussite Victory on the Qudsite Vic- 
torv,' i.e., the triumpli (d eloquence on the taking 
of Jerusalem. 

A scries of olficial chronicles of the C'alipliate 
would not have been destitute of value : but sucl’ 
works have a tendency to be jejune and untrust- 
worthv. as thev confine themselves to wliat the 
sovereign w islu-s to have* lecorded. 

For the most part the Aral) historians write for 
the instruction of their countrymen, and though 
they at times are influenced by religious or patriotic 
bias, their general impartiality is a striking feature 
of their work. W’e could have no b(*tter illustra¬ 
tion of this than the historv of Misknwaihi. He 

4 

was during the whole of his career in the employ of 
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viziers of tlic Buwaihid Siiltans, jMuhallahi vizier of 
Mu'izz al-(]au!ah and Ibn al-'Amid vizier of Ruki' 
al-daulali; then directly in the employ of ‘Adud al- 
daiilah liinisclf and liis son Baha al-daulah : it 
might have been expected tliat he would refrain 
fr-om censorious comment on the actions of these 
Sultans, since in spite of the sei'ious (piarrels which 
arose in the second generation the honour of the 
family was involved in the deeds of the founders 
There is no ti’ace of anv such partiality in Miska- 
waihi’s wor'k. The persons on whonr ire bestows 
eulogies which perhaps are excessive are the viziers 
^firhallahi and Ibn al-‘Amid. long dead when his 
history was pr*odrtced; the tale of the founder's of the 
dynasty is told with no attempt at concealing their 
crimes, and in the case of ^frt'izz nl darrlah veherireirl 
condemnation of them. His estimate of ‘Adud al- 

4 

dauhtli is jirdicial : he calls attentiorr to the nrerits 
oi his adirtiiiisirafion. due. Ik* thiirks. to th(‘ instrarc- 
tion of Ihn al-‘Amid I; and hopes that the .services 
which he I'midercd to the state will Ire sorrre c(rrrrtter- 


poise to the crimes of which he was girilty. 'Po 
Birkn al-daulah he attributes cer'tain virtrres, whicii 


It seems this Sultan possessed; hut ho chnr'ges Rirkr^ 
al-dairlah with sacrificing the interests of his sirh- 


jects to a Quixotic sense of lovalh to his friends. 
He makes sometlring of a hei'n of Abii'l-ITaiJa. a 
rnemlier ol the Hamdanid family, which was eons- 
tairtly in feud with the Buwnihids. ft is curious 
that the eticomiirm passed by Abu Slurja' two cen¬ 
turies later on ‘Adud al-dairlah is enthu.siastic, 

whereas Miskawaihi, who served !rim, is so calm 
and judicial. 
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Tabari is more of a collector of traditions than 
a historian, but liis work is characterized by similar 
want of partisanship. Tl he expresses admiration 
foj- the military talents of Mu'tadid, it seems clear 
that it was earned; though lie wrote under that 
Caliph, his work exhibits nothing comparable to the 
adulation of Ibn al-Mirtazz. One might have ex¬ 
pected that the ‘Abhasid Caliphs would have been 
jealous of their ancestors’ honour, whence it would 
have been desirable to conceal tlieir weaknesses or 
declensions from the paths of virtue : but it w'ould 
be difficult to show evidence of this motive working 
in Tabari’s Chronicle. 

The reason must be found in the fact that most 

of these writers composed their histories not as 

court chroniclers, but as persons whose tastes led 

them to pursue studies of this kind. Tabari him- 

self was a landed proprietor, who.se father liad 

enai)led him in the earlier part of his life to travel 

far and wide in order to acquire the knowledge 

which he afterwards utilized in lectures and coni- 

pilations : he lived afterwards on rents which used 

to be brought him by the pilgrim caravans from 

Tabaristan. where his estates were. The historian 

Dinawnri was a judge, the profession also followe<l 

bv Tannkhi. Several historians, such as iMis- 
• 

kawaiiii and Hilal belonged to the Kafih estate : 
they W(‘re employed in piddic bureaux. Abu Shuja 
was a retired vi/ier. 

"RilKTa has called attention to the fact that 
there was no public organization of education till 
the time of the Seljuqid vizier Xizain al AFulk, 
founder of the Nizamiyah College; till tlum educa- 
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tion was left to private enterprise. Witli tliis we 
may combine the fact that the writing of history 
was also in the main left to private enterprise. 
might call the historians professors of history in 
the etymological sense of the word : persons who 
undertook to provide information on the subject, 
not persons wlio were engaged by some person or 
body to provide it. And, as we have seen and shall 
have further occasion to observe, they were in the 
first place teachers, and more or less accidentally 
writers. 

Where the historian was not a man of private 
means, it would seem that he could count on remu¬ 
neration from students wdio desired to have access 
to information which he could provide, though on 
this matter our authorities are curiously uncommu¬ 
nicative. We have however enough in the wMy of 
allusions to make it clear that the instruction given 
by those who formed circles in the ^^osques or held 
classes in their own homes was normally remunera¬ 
ted; though occasionally wealthy teachers like the 
theologian Jubba’i furnished students witli the 
means to attend out of their private resources. 

Thirdly we note certain methods devised by the 
Arabic historians for ensuring accuracy in the re¬ 
cord of events. One Is dating them by the year 
and month, and even the day. The historian of 
Civilization, Buckle, states that this practice in 
Burope is not earlier than 1597 A.D. Among Arab 
historians we find it developed in Tabari and an ear¬ 
lier author. al-Haythan b. ‘Adi. born 130 A.H., is 
credited with a history arranged in order of years. 

For such a purpose an era was necessary, and it is 

3 
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assorted that the practice of dating by the Prophet’s 
HijraJi was introduced by tlie second Caliph. The 
record of year and month is found in one of the pre- 
Islamic chronicles to which attention will soon be 
called. According to Jawliqi, who collected the 
foreign words introduced into Arabic, the name for 
history ta’rikh means properly “ assigning the 
month,” being an Arabic formation from the 
Syriac word for ” month ” It is curious that this 
should be so, for though the substantive is not found 
in the Arabic of the North, its analogue is used in 
the dialect of the South, and indeed in the form 
irdrckh, which should give taurlkh. The same 
group of letters is found in a Phoenician inscription, 
some centuries earlier than our era, where some 
scholars render it by ” date;” the text is however 
too imperfect to enable us to assign it a certain sig¬ 
nification. If the Arabic word really means 
^^ssigning tlie month,” it is more likely that it is 
to be traced to the old Arabic wdrekh than to the 
Syriac, and the change from w to hamzah is not 
without parallels. But it might be conjectured 
that the word is foreign and means ” years,” or 
“ annals.” 

Of course neither the Greek nor the Roman 
historians, nor the Biblical writers keep quite clear 
of dates : and the Roman historians have a fixed era 
which is less clumsy than the Greek system. It is 
clear that the Islamic Calendar, though defective in 
the extreme for purposes of administration, was 
singularly well suited for the recording of events, 
since the number of the days in each year was 
accurately fixed, and the months were perfect lumv- 
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tions, without intercalation. And since the Mus¬ 
lim year is not a revolution of the sun, as the 
ancients would Iiavc called it, but a frroup of twelve 
lunations, it must be admitted that the term 
mouthing " for dating is singularly appropriate. 

The second expedient for securing exactitude 
is the isnad, the chain of authorities whereby a nar¬ 
rative can be traced to the original eye-witness who 
narrated it. In the case of the sayings and doings 
of the Prophet this study has furnished a science : 
it con.sists in testing the links whereby each tradi¬ 
tion has reached the men of any age. From this 
study many others have diverged : one who reads 
the geographical dictionary of Yaqut must perceive 
that the real function of Ids gazetteer is to enable 
the traditionalist to trace each transmitter of tradi¬ 
tions to his home. Sam'ani’s great work on «». 5 ( 7 h, 
the meaning of nishahs, is an aid to the tracing of 
traditionalists. And by similar ways the study of 
history diverges from that of Tradition : at the first 
the students of both were identical : gradually his¬ 
tory becomes a distinct discipline, and the akhbari 
becomes a dilTerent person from the mnhaddith and 
it may be added, inferior to him in estimation. Yet 
the notion that each narrative, in order to be trust¬ 
worthy, should be traceable through a known series 
of transmitters to its source pervades historical com¬ 
position till quite late times. There are books of 
'\mch the content seems so frivolous that one mar¬ 
vels at the trouble taken to record the name of each 
ransmitter and the date and place at which he heard 
the narrative; an example is the Masari‘al-‘UsIisbaq 
o\ al-barraj, a collection of cases wherein men or 
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women arc supposed to Iiave died of love, where the 
author records witli minute accuracy the date at 
which he heard the story and gives similar details 
for the transmitters. There are books in the same 
style of which the statements are so clearly menda^ 
cious that one marvels at the audacity of the fabri¬ 
cation. But thougli the theory of the Isnad has 
occasioned endless trouble, ow’ing to the inquiries 
which have to he made into the trustworthiness of 
each transmitter, and the fabrication of traditions 
was a familiar and at times easily tolerated practice, 
its value in making for accuracy cannot be ques¬ 
tioned, and the Muslims are justified in taking pride 
in their science of tradition. In other ancient re¬ 
cords we have to take what is told us on the author s 
assertion ; it is rare that a Greek or Roman his¬ 
torian tells us tiie source of his information. Ger¬ 
man researchers especially have nritten much on 
“ criticism of the sources,” endeavouring to trace 
the narratives of Biblical writers and others to the 
materials whence they were obtained. Where those 
materials no longer exist, such endeavours can at 
best provide plausible liypothcses. In the works of 
Tabari, Baladhuri and Tanukhi the writers them¬ 
selves spare us this trouble. And those who are 
interested in the narratives rather than anxious 
about tijcir .source ordinarily pass over the Isnad. 

That many causes coml)incd to frustrate 
the efforts of those who fried to secure 
accuracy in this way may be admitted. First of 
these is the untrustworthiness of the human 
memory, of which even persons famed for their re¬ 
tentiveness furnish examples. Secondly the diffi- 
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culty which many find in observing accurately and 
distinguishing between fact and the product of the 
imagination : whence Nietzsche asserted that un¬ 
civilized man lives a kind of dream life, wherein 
fancy furnishes in explanation of experiences pic¬ 
tures which have no relation to reality. Thirdly 
the notion that something actually happened be¬ 
cause in the narrator’s opinion it ought to have 
happened affects the veracity of many a recorder of 

events. Reconstruction of ancient liistorv is often 

% 

even in our own time and in critical Europe con¬ 
ducted on this principle. Fourthly among the 
countless transmitters of traditions there was a pro¬ 
portion of unscrupulous persons, who perverted or 

fabricated intentionallv. Nevertheless the veracitv 

% 

of the most eminent among the Arab historians 
attains a high stardard and renders their works of 
great service to humanity. 



LECTURE II. 


Pre-Islamic History. 

That Arabic liistory owes nothing to Greek 
history and little, if anything, to Per.sian history, 
seems clear : but it also appears to be independent 
of ])re-Islamic Arabian chronicles. We have the 
dictum “ Poetry is the diwan of the Arabs,” i.e., 
the register of their deeds : this was the record of 
the Days of the Arabs, i.e., tlic battles between the 
tribes. Tiiat dictum which appears to be fairly 
early, implies that there were no other chronicles 
for the Hijaz; and this is confirmed by the 
evidence of the Qur’an, which frequently charges 
the Meccans with illiteracy. Pre-Islamic in¬ 
scriptions ill the Aral)ic which the Qur’an 
rendered classical are extremely rare: so rare 
that they seem rather experiments at writing 
a language which was not used for that 
purpose than examples of a familiar practice: for 
one of these is in another Semitic script. The 
Nabataean texts found by Doughty in Northern 
Arabia are in an Aramaic dialect curiously mixed 
witli Arabic words and idioms. There is a near ap¬ 
proach to classical Arabic in certain confessional 
tablets found in S. Arabia in the Himyari or old Ara¬ 
bic .script; otlierwise the copious epigrnphic finds 
made by explorers in N. Arabia belong to other dia¬ 
lects, and are of great interest for the variety of the 
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scripts employed, but scarcely indicate tlie existence 
of literature. 

Nor indeed does the character of the pre- 
Islamic legends embodied in such works as Azrarji’s 
Plistory of Meccah, Tabari's and Yaqut’s pre- 
Islamic histories, and the vast collections preserved 
in the Aghani indicate the existence of anything 
worthy to be called a chronicle. Even documents 
professedly belonging to this period, which are 
sometimes produced, arouse a good deal of suspicion. 
One such document is inserted in liis Chronicle by 
the historian Dinawari. Near the end of the 


I inayyad period one Kirniani wrote to a descendant 
of Abrahah ibn al-Sabbah, the last (lie says) of the 
Ilimyari Kings, who dwelt in Kufah, asking him 
for a copy of the treaty between Rabi'aii and Yemen 
in pagan times, and this person sent him a copy : 
\\liich Kirmani read out in public to the notaldes of 
Riibi ah and Vernon. The document is in rhymed 
pio.se and contains allusions to various pagan cere¬ 
monies, though it starts witli the invocation “ In 
the name of Allah the Exalted, the mightiest, the 
glorious, the beneficent." and calls to witness 
Cxod the Highest, who doeth what He will." The 
king before whom the treaty was written is called 
Tubba* son of Malkikarib : it does not state wliat 
lus relation to the confederates was. 


Dinawari’s history is, as will presently be seen, 
a work of little authority, hence this document mav 
no be much older than the historian, as seems to be 
10 case with many of the verses and letters with 
w nch he illustrates his narrative : indeed there are 
justifiable doubts wliether the ascription of the work 
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itself to Dinawari is correct. The historical diffi¬ 
culties which attacli to the document are very con¬ 
siderable, even thougli its archaeology may be 
correct, when it states how the blood of the con¬ 
federating tribes was mixed with wine, and drunk by 
l>otii parties, and their nails and forelocks clipped, 
and these relics collected in a sack and sunk in deep 
water : for there is evidence for the employment of 
such rites in the solemnization of treaties. But 
the employment of classical Arabic in rhymed prose 
which is faultless is most surprising in such a docu¬ 
ment. We should expect it to be in one of the 
dialects in use for monuments till near the rise of 
Islam. And similar doubts exist in other cases 
wherein pre-Islamic compositions in prose are pro¬ 
duced by historians or archaeologists. Tn this case 
it is noticeable that the place where the treaty was 
ratified is not mentioned, though this would seem 
to be a matter of importance. The month 
a name applied to Rejeb. is mentioned, but not the 

year. 

If by any chance the document were genuine, 
many of our notions \vould have to be revised : for 
the historian does not speak of this treaty as a 
unique example of such a document being preserved 
from Pagan times, but as though it were quite 
natural that such prc-Islamic deeds should be pre¬ 
served somewhere : and from a collection of such 
treaties certaiji and to some extent ctuitinuous of his¬ 
tory might he put together. The liistorians of this 
period do not indeed complain, as Moses of Khorene 
the Armenian historian complains, that chronicles 
are wanting : they are too firmly convinced that the 
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proper transmisiiion of liistorv is by oral cuninimiica- 
tion to notiee tlieir absence. They mi^bt more 
easilv have recojini/ed tliat a gull separated them 
Irom that pre Tslamie history, but allusions to this 
matter are rare. Even w here tlien- were records of 
a sort, Muslims were at lirst anxious to forget tliem : 
thev belonged tti a past, on whicli they had turned 
their barks. .\s will be seen, the exploits which 
the monuments recorded were exploits ot pagan 
deities, now become what the Israelites would call 
abominations. But Islam liad also occasioned a 
vast migration, and what the migrants brought 
witli them was the new religion, little or nothing 
connected with the old. 

To the tirst of these causes for the vagueness 
of pre-Tslamic history as it appears in the .\rabic 
collections attention will be called later. The 
second cause, migration and immigration, must 
liavr pourifiilly contriluited to this result. Medi- 
nnh. as we learn from the jurist Shafi'i and others, 
countcil as the home of learning : vet that learning 
scarcely went back beyond the Prophet's arrival, 
for that event caused a radical change in the jiopula- 
tion of the place. ^fany of the older inhabitants 
reinovcd : the city became crowded with immigrants 
who had adopted Islam. The early conrjnests of 
the Caliphs were immediately followed, or rather 
accompanied by tribal migrations : (he tribes main¬ 
tained their isolation to some extent and for fairlv 
long periods in their new homes. Cases wherein 
the migrants had records and carried those records 
with them must have been exceptional, if they 
existed at all. In South ,\rabia there were historical 

4 
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inscriptions wlicrcin kin^s recorded tlieir wars and 
enactments, and at times the resolutions of their 
assemblies. The only (luestion is whether besides 
records on copper attd stone wliich could only be 
read in the place where they were set up, they also 
had literature, i.c., cojiies of the same text multi- 
l)lied on some less cumbrous material, such as 
papyrus, parchment, or i)alm-Ieaf. One modern 
tia\eiler hints at the existence of such texts, hut his 
notice is va^ue ami has not been verified. A Ger¬ 
man student ol the 8.A. inscrijitions regards it as 
a matter of certainty that sucli literature must have 
existed, and indeed the Aghani mentions Hiuiyari 
texts on .some portable material ; however this 
matter must be left lor the present undecided. 

hat tlio discovery and decijiherinent of the in- 
'■ciipticiis shows is that in these regions the practice 
of recording events existed from time immemorial. 

Of Arabic authors two only seem to IiaA'e in- 
tere.sted tliemsolves in these monuments : Hamdani. 
the author of a description of the Aral)ian peninsula, 
and a trcatisi' on the lowers and fortresses there; a 
woik of which only n small portion has as )’et come 
to light : and Nashwan theHirnyari. tlie author of 
.1 diciionarv wliich occasionally throws light on the 
language of these texts. Some inscriptions which 
w'cie studied hy Hamdani are still in existence. 


Quotations are occasionally made from poems siip- 
jioM'd to lie in the South Arabian language iiy gram- 
inarians, who have preserved certain grammatical 
forms of which some arc attested by the inscriptions, 
whereas otiiers are certainly correct, though hitherto 
no inscription has any example of them. The 
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first coj)ies of sucIj texts were bnuiL'lit to Kurojx* bv 
Englisli oHicers and travellers, \Vellst(‘il and Crnt- 
tenden. The first person who interpreted tlieiii 
witii any degree of correctness was a (Tcniian, 
Osiander, whose work was postlumiousiy published. 
He naturally committed many errors, due to identi¬ 
fications of Sabaean with classical Arabic nsa<fe. 

^ * 

Thus he render.^ certain formulae bv " because the 
(lod iieard his recpiest.” wliereas the true sense is 
Commanded by his oracle. (Ireat collections of 
inscriptions or copies of them were made by the 
French savant Halevy and the Austrian traveller 
(ihiser. Four dialects speedily revealed themseives, 
being the language of the four South Arabian king¬ 
doms whose existence had lieen noticed by the 
f'leek itnestigators : the dialects however could lu' 
Mu-ted into two groups, called tlio S group and the 
H group according to the employment of these letters 
respectively lor certain prefixes and suffixes. 'I'he 
progress of the study can ho traced in the slowly ap- 
l>‘‘i'riMg fasciculi of tlie French Corpus Inscrip- 
tioiiiin, where the Hiiuymi section lias passed 
through three editors' hands, and of which tlie con¬ 
tinuation is eagerly expected. 

Of the four cliief Kin^nloms to wliich tliese texts 
ii'lon};—lor th,. niiuilu'r of Kingdoms is ni-tiinllv 
considerably larger-one still retains its name as o 
piovince or region of Aral.ia-IIadraniaiit, already 

"'"Cl in the Old Testament. Saha is often 
montionod there also, though its location seems to 
In' 'lude different from that wliieh the texts assume. 
'<■ ^rinaens, or Ma'in are less kiunvn, hid have 
ft traces in the Biblical record. The Qalahnn are 
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known to the Greeks, but otherwise external history 
IX silent about tbeni. Yet the texts which this 
kinjidoni has turnished are lar richer in arcliaeolo- 
;;u ai information tlian the otliers. \\ lien the 
(lilficnlties of grammar and vocalmlarv are solved, 
il ever tliat takes place, we shall know more about 
the institutions of the Gatahanian repuhlie than 
al)ont anv other of these states, though ))erha))s less 
about their piowess in war. 

W'e max cal! manv of the in.scriplions histori¬ 
cal lecords, though normally the lorni which they 
take is to give the reason why some xotive offering 
was juesented to a god. Such inscri|)tions coin- 
nieiice with the name or names ol the donors and an 
.iceount or list of the services whereby the deity had 
earned such a gift. i’hese an* frcf|ucntly personal 
.services : winning them the favour of their patrons 
is a very common cause for gratitude. Success m 
mercantile ventures, recovery of health, the securing 
(jf crops and water-supply, are often recorded in 
such monuments. 

Texts of this sort, and many of tliose wiiich 
were at first discovered and brought to Euro]>e, be¬ 
long to this category, and cannot of course be termed 
iiistiirical : thdiig!! the light which they tiiroxv on 
social and even political conditions i.s often consi¬ 
derable, and the proper names which they preserve 
are in many ways instructive : there are, however, 
texts, sometimes (piite lengthy, which deal with 
matters nITecting the kings and the whole coinmu- 
nitv, and tlu'se deserxe ihc appellalinn Idstoricab 
Not many of these have been actually brought away 
from their original sites : we depend for our know- 
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ledge of them on copies and squeezes. In a lew 
cases we aie fortunate enough to liave a w hole 
group of inscriptions dealing witli eitlier the same 

I'venls or a series of iIh-iii : fi'tjm the latter it is pos- 
sihle to put togetlier lal)les of dynasties and in some 
cases to ascertain the events which marhed the rise, 
the extension, or the lapse of dynasties. As might 
he expected from tlie |)ulicy o( these stales, they 
deal exclusively with internal atlairs: tliey leeord 
internecine struggles l)etween the Aral)ian coin- 
nninities, and only alter liie Alyv.ssiiiian interven- 
tioti can tliey he hrouglit into connexion with 
foreign alfairs. They are curiously free from lioni- 
Imst and. it would appeal , exaggeration. \Ve may 
lake as an example I. 11. 1450: Certain jiersons 
whose names have fallen out dedicated a golden 
statue to tlieir patron 'I'a'lah Iliyam. or 'Pa'aHah 
Hiyam : the word pafnm appears to signify some 

minor form of deitv. 

■ 

Because he helped the tribe Hashid in the 
city of Na‘d against tlie tribes of Iliniyar. Two 
hundred troops proceeded and raided as far as the 
land of Hiniyar, where they slew a man. Also be¬ 
cause a hundred and fifty troops advanced to Alard 
in the territory of Aliian, wliere they captured two 
men. Also because fiftv advanced into tlie province 

Datg, wliere thev slew a man. Also because thev 


attacked the Hahashah in tlie province.and 

slew therein a man. Also heeanse a troop of 
Bedouin, a hundred and ten warriors, advanced 
against Barak, and slow therein a man. Also lie- 
cause his lords, the Bamm Tiamdan presented him 
with their iiorses, and by reason of that gift he slew 
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two panthers, and all who.in this.” The 

autlior then proceeds to some personal blessings 
wiiich he has received or for which lie prays. 

-■Vnother lengthy inscription of the same type 
is C. I. H, 334 of which the first lines arc also lost, 
hilt which records a list of services rendered by the 
same deity Ta’lab Eiyam. Some offering, probab¬ 
ly a golden statue, was set up in his honour by Sa‘d 
Ahras, son ol (ihadab. who is mentioned later on. 
because the patron 

protected them in the expeditions which iliev 
undertook in aid of their lord Slia'r Autar King of 
Saba and Kaidan, son ol Alban Nabfan, King of 
Saba, and because he saved their lord Sh‘ar Autor 
and his two hosts, Sahaean and Himyari, when 
they went to war with Il-‘azz King of Hadramaut, 

^ _i I m 1 t^^s, Ills garrison (?): wlien he 
routed Il-‘azz and all his garrison in the province 
Dhat (ihural). 

Now Sa‘d son of (Thadab was appointed by Iiis 
lord Sha'h Autar to survev the King's camp and the 
two hosts : and he set him over two hundred warriors 
of the tribe Humlan. Now the tribe Kadman 
attacked the camp on the day whereon they ad¬ 
vanced ; but Sa‘(l Ahras son of (lliadal) advanced 

* 4 

against them with all who had come with him from 
the tribe Humlan, and they drove the tribe Radman 
from the camp with utter destruction; whereas the 
camp of their lord Sha‘r Autar and his two hosts 
weie safe and sound. 

Further in gratitudv^ for that Ta'lab Riyam 
healed his servant Sa‘d Ahras, son of Ghadab, of two 
wounds which he received when he attacked the 
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triiii' Radinnn at tho caiiip. And may lie continiio 
to ji.ntcct and save tlie lord Slin'r Aiitar in liis two 
citii's. Mawat and Sawwar. Fiirdior Sa'd. son of 
Ghadab, praised the power and ini«-ht ot Ta'Iab 
Riynni, inn! ol ^J'ur'ali. Iieeause (heir lord Slia‘r 
Alltar with his two hosts returned in safety from all 
these en-^a<vements : and out of ;:ratitnde for that 
Ta lab granted his servant Sa‘d safe return, and 

goods and captives and booty, which satisfied tlx-m. 
And may Ta’Iab ” etc. 

As will be seen from these texts the main pur¬ 
pose of thv inseriptimi is votive, to render thanks to 
a particular deity: the reason is then recorded 
winch becomes of historical importance when the 
service was of a public character, as in those cases 
"liore 1,0 help f-ivon was in war. In the sooonrl 
insc-iption 0 the Mount of Ma.ib we emne nenie,- 
■1 «eniiin<.|\ Instoi'ical ilocnment since the I'ecoid 
I'oes not lo,m pa,t of a thanksnivinn to a .leitv I 

Mon,s ,0 the Ch,.is,ian pe.io,U.e:the Ahvldnian 

ou'npMion, an,I starts will, a Christian invoeafio,,.* 

In the power and firacc and inei'cv of the 
■liiiiuin and ri,s Clndst and tl,e Holy Spirit This 

“”X ”?,■ I'.' .op.™ - 

Veinonit aiKUlR and 

- - r E"“"-“ 

•I’"'"'-'' '“•%* 'vS'tro,,,"'.,," 

• Sps «b.or-. 
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trihi's, ;nu! hesidt's tho Kliilafat was commantMT of 
tilt' torces. And with liiin were a number of tribes 
and ])rinees (who :ne enumerated). And ib’licn 
the King f^ent (birih Dhu Zabnfir on tour hf the 
kind’s order in the Eastern country, he was slain 
1)\ this Vazid." After describing some further acts 
of tliis Yazid the narrative proceeds: “ Then the 
King heard the news, and the Abyssinians ami 
Himyarites gathered together in their tliousands in 
the monti) Dhu Qiyazan of the year 057, they des¬ 
cended into the valleys of Saba, and ranged them- 


stdves from Sirwah ahov«‘ Nabat as far as ‘Abaran, 


and when they readied Nabat they despatclied their 
bowmen against the tribe...Aiwa, which submitted. 
Shortly after this Yazid returned to his allegiance, 
wlien the news spread that the dam had burst, 
(kutain military details (ollow and tlien tlie repair 


of the dam is described in detail. 

This inscription, which is of 130 lines, dated 
058-543 A.D., is in an extremely difficult dialect. 


The cumbrousness of the style may 1)C only a|)parent, 
due to our very imperfect acquaintance with its 
language, or to the fact that elegance had not been 
attained in this dialect. Tt represents an advance 
on the earlier type, where tlie purpose was not the 
recording of events, but to explain why an offering 
had been made to a deilv. In the Abrahah inscrip¬ 
tion it is dearly the author’s intention to record im¬ 
portant events. Tt is very noticeable that this mode 
of recording them was not safe. Tn a lengtliy and 
important inscrijilion recently publislied the king, 
its author, explains how he removed all the inscrip¬ 
tions (astur) wliidi a defeated king had inscribed ir 
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his palaces and temples. T liese must have con¬ 
tained tlie records of a little known kingdom. 
Ausan. 

It is observable that in the Abrahah inscription 
tlie events are dated by month and year, without day 
of month being specified. This would seem to agree 
with the ordinary derivation of the word ta'rikh, 
wliich the etymologists suppose to conn* from a 
Syriac word for montli irah. 

Even a glance at these inscriptions shows us 
why early Afuslims could have no interest in such 
records of their past. For, as we see, what they 
record directly is not tribal or national history, but 
the service rendered bv a fictitious deity, rewarded 
by a pagan rite. The very names of tlie deities 
could only occasion horror or ridicule: and the 
offerings of images would evoke the same sentiments. 
If it be true that between the pagan and the Christ¬ 
ian periods Judaism prevailed in South Arabia, the 
attitude of that religion towards both pagan deities 
and imag(‘s of all sorts is not less hostile than that of 


early Islam : the population would have been taught 
to repudiate such monuments long before Islam 
became dominant. The Christian inscriptions of 
which the historical and linguistic importance can 

overrated by the modern student, wouhl 
likewise be odious : for it is clear that the Aliyssinian 
domination left no gratitude or agroeaide recollec¬ 
tions in South Arabia : the exploit of Saif ihn Dhi'l- 
Aazan in ousting these invaders with Persian aid 


was regarded with pride and gratitude : the Prophet’s 
grandfather ‘Abdal-Muttalib is supposed to have 
headed a deputation to Yemen to congratulate the 
5 
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coiKjiicror, and .arclicologists claim to have preserved 
the oiation which he delivered on tliat occasion. 
Modern science which has not to fear any recrude¬ 
scence of obsolete pagan cults may however attach 
high value to documents which from the nature of 
the circumstances were relegated to obscurity when 
Islam arose. 

Owing to the large number of inscriptions which 
liave been found and copied in South Arabia, and 
belong to different kingdoms and different dynasties, 
many awaiting publication, while it is likely that 
others remain to be discovered, it has been possible 
to piece together the history of this region in a 
manner which before these discoveries began could 
not have been anticipated. It is noticeable that the 
Himarvi alphabet, as it is called, seems to have been 
in use all over the Arabian peninsula, since recent 
finds have been made of inscriptions in this script 
in N. E. Arabia, neighbourhood of Kuwait, and 
in N. W. Arabia, neighbourhood of Mada’in Salih, 
where indeed many scnpt.5 have been discovered. Yet 
it is only in South Arabia that histciical inscriptions 
having something of the value of chronicles have 
been unearthed. It may be that the political orga¬ 
nization of this region was more highly developed, 
and operations generaliv conducted on a greater 
scale than in the other provinces of the peninsula, 
where the texts which have emerged are either 
gravestones or lists of propiu’ names or votive in¬ 
scriptions on ;i modest scale. 

If the acts of kings and public assemblies count 
as history, we might include in the historical in¬ 
scriptions those wliich record assignations of various 
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sorts, such as lands to the gods or privileges to parti¬ 
cular classes, or the incidence of taxation or regula¬ 
tion of water-right. It is unfortunate that the 
language in most cases offers very serious difficul¬ 
ties ; we have neither gi'ammar nor dictionary, and 
it depends on accident wliether a word occurs in a 
sufficient number of different contexts to enable us 


to ascertain its sense wdth any sort of precision. 
Further, though in the case of one of the kingdoms, 
Ausan, we not only possess some inscriptions, but 
a series of inscribed statuettes which perpetuate the 
toi'in of several members of the royal family, the 
extent of these pre-Tslamic states, owing to changes 
of local names, is very uncertain. The geographer 
Strabo, to whom we owe an account of the unfor¬ 
tunate expedition of Aelius Gallus, observes the 
lapidity with whicli local names change in Arabia 
and the geographical difficulties which result. 


So long as these inscriptions existed, and the 
language in which they were composed was known, 
the materials for chronicles existed even if no actual 
chronicles were composed. And as has been seen, 
the pre-Islamic Arabs of the South had an era, 
which is of primary importance for recording events. 
The era was identified by Glaser as synchronizing 
\utb U5 B.C., doubtless some important epoch in 
the history of the Sabaean state. And though many 
of the inscriptions which have been noticed arc 
without date, continuity could be obtained from the 
name of the kings, wffio usually mention their 

fathers and sometimes their gi'andfathcrs, or even 
earlier ancestors. 
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}Vrh:«j)s it may be said that the history which 
can l)L* enucleated Iroin these texts will in some res¬ 
pects he less weighty, in others more varied, than 
what is furnished by the Muslim chronicles. The 
texts which have been taken as illustrations indicate 
operations on a trivia! scale : if the phrase “ slew 
a man ’ be rightly rendered, the campaigns re¬ 
corded would he on no gi-eater a scale than the 
tribal raids of wliich the Hamasah and similar works 
preserve records. In the petty wars between the 
ancient Greek republics the casualty lists used 
usiiallv to run into hundreds or at least decades. But 
the Qutabanian inscriptions published and inter¬ 
preted by Rhodokanakis reveal a complicated politi¬ 
cal system which is by no means suggestive of primi¬ 
tive tribal organization. In them we read of deli¬ 
berative and legislative assemblies, to which we find 
analogies in tlic constitutions of the Hellenic states. 
Wliat Rhodokanakis calls “ the principle of publi¬ 
city,” the practice of inscribing the acts of these 
assemblies on stone and placing them where they 
could be publicly read, implies that we liere have to 
do with a literary community, with political institu¬ 
tions exliibiting a sort of development which could 
only have been attained through stages of which it 
may be possible to recover the story. 

While these inscriptions offer opportunity for 
fascinating investigations into various departments 
of law' and politics, they also furnish precious infor¬ 
mation aliout the rcUfftons of the old states and some 
ligiit on the preparation for Islam which took place 
in the Southern regions of the peninsula. When 
archaeology arose in TImayyad and early Abbasid 
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(lays, endeavours were made to reconstruct the old 
pagan cults, and a monument of such attempts is to 
he found in tiie Book of Idols bv Ihn al-Kall)i. wIjo 
will meet us later. The gods worshipped in South 
Arabia were not the same as those of the Hija/. 
some of whom we can identify in the >.'al)ataeaii 
epigraphy of the North. In the epigraphy of the 
Smith, deities repeatcMily meet us. whose names we 
are unable to pronounce, and classess of deities, 
whose relative rank are unable at present 
to ascertain. To them, as has been seen, 


successes in war are ascrilied; hence the annals are. 


as has been noticed, records of offerings or nionu- 
Micnts which they had earned by their services. 
Something can be made out about the organization 
of the cults; about persons more closely connected 
than others with tlic worship; about their oracles, 
and the nmde whereby answers to questions coidd 
be procured; at times liiglily complicated and indi¬ 
cating intricate relations between different shrines. 
It \\ould seem that here as in Greece the gods were 
the progenitors of the kings. 

W hat a mass of historical information can he 
evolved from texts which were not intended to fur¬ 
nish it! The dominance over the whole peninsula 
of one alpliabet, excellently adapted to the language 
wbicb employed it, is sufficient to furnish inferences 
of importance. Either the whole peninsula must 
lia\c come at some time under the domination of 
one literary community, or some community must 
have acquired intellectual predominance and so edu¬ 
cated the others. What ancient Greece knew of 
Arabia was obtained cither from travellers’ tales or 
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from scientific exploration organized at the time of 
Alexander the Great, and obtaining information 
which the inscriptions show to be curiously exact. 
But the finds of coins and statuettes indicate a closer 
connexion with classical Greece than was remem- 
iicrcil l)v (}iei‘k historians. The influence of Athens 
shows itself in the coins discovered in Yemen : and 
it is apparent in the sculpture, which however 
re.sembles the pre-classical rather than the classical 
art. Images of kings, reliefs of animals and birds, 
are not uncommon, some well executed : images of 
gods and goddesses have not as yet been found. 
Remains of temples and palaces, and inscriptions 
which once belonged to them furnish traces of archi¬ 
tectural monuments conceived on a vast scale. 


To the Biblical student the language and the 
proper names of the inscriptions offer the solution 
to many problems. Words and phrases meet us here 
which the classical Arabic fails to recognize, but 
which recur in the old language of Palestine. 
Namc'^ which in the Biblical record have lost their 
meaning, and at times have been erroneously inter¬ 
preted, here find a simple explanation. Old names 
of Arabian deities are found to lurk in Hebrew ap¬ 


pellations wliere their presence was absolutely un¬ 
suspected : even the nomenclature of the New 


Testament liirnishcs an illustration of this. Kleopas 


or Halfai is like Mordecai called after a pagan god. 


But, as has been seen, there comes a time when 
the old gods disappear fnun the inscriptions and for 
them is substituted the monotheistic name Rahman, 
which dominates some caily Surahs of the Qur'an, 
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and in a yet later inscription, near the commence¬ 
ment of Islam. Christian formulae arc introduced. 
The scanty relics which have as yet come to light of 
monotheistic inscriptions are of the utmost interest 
especially for their anticipations of (^ur’anic 
terminology, though, as has been seen, the paganism 
of the earlier texts hears no clear relation to the }iaga- 
nisni which the Qur'an controverts. The tradition 
supposes the monotheism which preceded Christia¬ 
nity in South Arabia to have been .Tudaisin. and 
f hristian records in Greek even preserve debates he- 
tween Christians and Jews supposed to have been 
held in these regions. Yet the monotheism of the 
inscriptions shows little trace of Judaism : we are 
sratrely jnstificd in identifying tlie two. Possibly the 
dominance of .some monotheistic system in South 
Arabia before the enforcement of Christianity by the 
Abyssinian invader is what explains the apparent 
facility with which Islam was adopted in this 


region. 


e have then the ri^ht to classify the authors of 
hose ancient texts witi, Arahic historians, thoiuih 
le anRuages which tliey employ arc not the Arabic 

01 the Muslims, and we should gather that their 

anthors would have rejected the appellation Arab 
''Inch with them appears to signify Bedouin. As 
Ions been seen, those which bear a date belong to a 
coinijaratively modern era : how far back beyond era 
■ . C. those texts originate is a matter whereon 

have been diirereiicos of opinio,, between ex- 

eve of the empires or states whose existence they 
reveal, some of which have left obscure traces in 
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Biblical or classical records or cuneiform inscrip¬ 


tions. 

For the Muslim student who desires to be a 
traveller and explorer I can imagine no more fas¬ 
cinating field of research than South Arabia. 
Possibly the difficulties which arc said to confront 
the European explorer in that country liavc been 
exaggerated : the reports of the travellers arc cpiite 
inconsistent on this subject. Doubtless the Muslim 


traveller would be free from many of the embarrass¬ 
ments of winch some travellers complain. Tt is hard 
to think that the few European travellers who have 
visited this region can have exhausted its jirchaeolo- 
gical treasures, which are so copious and so varied, 
as compared, cjj., with wliat the Phoenician cities 
of Svria or tlie ancient metropolis Carthage have 
yielded. Tlie obscure state of Qataban alone 
lias left more monuments of its institutions, 
more acts of its parliaments and enactments 
of its kings, than the famous Ridon or the 
yet more famous Carthage. And the record 
engraved on stone or copper has about it something 
which brings us into more intimate relation with the 
past than the narrative transmitted orally through a 
series of generations or transferred from copy to copy 
by successive 

encomia with the gifts which lie has received oi 
liopes to receive says “ Poems last through all time, 
luit gifts pass away.” In these eases the gifts of 

gratitude, however mistakenly directed, have not 
passed awav, but lasted through tlie ages. 



LECTURE in. 


Thi-: Bkginnixcs of Arabic History. 


For the va'iuene.ss and uncertainty with which 
Arabic Jiistnriaus: treat llie prc-Islamic period the 
eliief reason is to Ite found in the maxim “ Islam 
cancels all that was before it.’ Tliere ai’c anecdot¬ 


es wlicrein converts to Islam beiii" asked hv Umar 
to uarraic some pre-Islainic exi)erience or city some 
pre-Islamic verses, reply ■ Clod has cancelled all 
tliat witli Islam : why go back to it?” The notion 


that a new era having commenced, all that had pre¬ 
ceded sliuiild lie consigned to (thlivion. lias occurred 
at other times, c.g., at tfie Frcncli Revolution. At 
tlie commencement of Islam it would appear to have 
prevailed. Hence it comes that the Arabic chroni¬ 
cles know practically nothing of tlie rather import¬ 
ant history wliich the inscriptions have revealed, 
and which the Graeco-Roman classics have pre¬ 
served. The defeat of the expedition of Aelius Gallus 
oiganizcd hy Augustus was as great an exploit as 
the defeat of Napoleon’s Russian expedition. In 
the case of the latter the French authorities attribute 
their failure to the climate; Russian valour liad 
ti'dlung to do with it. We have however Russian 
accounts of the matter, and these tell a different tale, 
n the case of the Roman invasion we have only the 
I Oman account, wliieh asserts that the Arabs 
siiowed no fight whatever : the climate and physical 
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conditions of Arabia ruined tiie invaders. Tf we bad 
an Arab account, we might find a different story- 
We sliould at any rate have expected that so notable 
a victory would have been preserved in the memory' 
of the inhabitants of Arabia : but this is not so. 
Of events which occurred fairly near the Prophet’s 
time the recollection is vague and distorted : since 
the inscription found by Glaser at Marib, belonging 
to the time of Abyssinian rule, records a repair of 
the dam effected at that time, it is clear that the 
importance attached by .\rab writers to the bursting 
of that dam is seriously overrated. As one author 
remarks, the decay of a kingdom is likely to cause 
the bursting of a dam : the latter could not easily 
cause the former. The legends which account for 
the presence of Jewish colonists in Yathrib are 
obviously wild fiction : no one could say for certain 
whether they were Arabs who had Judaized—which 
perhaps the Qur’anic phrase implies—or Jews who 
had adopted the ways of Arabs. The his¬ 
tory of Meccah, and the history of Medina!), 
were the subject of monographs, but it may 
be inferred that there was nothing known about 
them till the Prophet's time. The work of Azraqi, 
though early, is a collection of fables. 

Resides the maxim that Islam cancels all that 
was before it there was another principle which mili¬ 
tated against the preservation of records : this was 
the theory that no book save the Qur'an might be 
written. A Spanish writer,* Tbn 'Abd al-EaiT collects 
traditions on this subject: the larger number, which 


* Seo Muklifa^ar J&mi'Bay&o nl'Ilm (Cairo, 1320). 
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lie puts first, forbid it. There was to be no Book 
but the Book of God : at best a man might put 
something down as an aid to the memory, but wlien 
he had got it by heart, he should burn his notes. 


The secDiul Caliph was advised to have tiie Sunan of 
the Prophet committed to writing : he reflected foi' 
a whole montli with prayer on the subject, and then 
forbade it. The very able Umayyad, 'Abd al-JIalik, 
found an account of the Prophet’s Companions in 
l)ook form in the hands of one of his sons : the 


(.’aliph ordered that it should be burned. The lad 


was to read the Qur’an and learn the Sunan : no 
other form of study was to be permitted. 

Ibn Abd al-Barr cites some other traditions 
which contradict these : according to which ^Tiling 
was even commended by the Prophet. The pre*^ 
ponderance of opinion is however for the proliibi- 
tion : and we require such a rule to account for the 
late date at which prose composition begins. Ilm 
Abd al-Barr assigns two reasons for the prohibition. 
One is the retentiveness of the Arab memory, which 
lendered the committal of literary matter to some 
material unnecessarj, as their memories were sufh- 
cicntl) tenacious to be able to dispense with such 
aids. The other is the fear of producing a rival to 
the Qur an. Of these two reasons we may dismiss 
the first. There is no reason for crediting tlie 
1 orthern and Central Arabs with better memories 
than the Southerners, and in Yemen, as has been 
seen, the composition of historical inscriptions was 
a practice which had been followed for centuries 
1 he second, fear of competition with the Qur’an, is 
ikely to have been the real and adequate reason. 
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And tliis was a jn'inciplo (alien <)\er from tlio -Tews, 
who, hasin^i their inference on a passage of Ecclesias¬ 
tes. Iiad lorl)id(len the composition of freslj l)ooks, 
and lor a mirnber of centuries had no written litera- 
liire excejjl the Old Testament. 

To these two maxims we must add two other 
eon>iderations. As the imp(jrtnnee of tradition in¬ 
creased, there grew up a profession of luiffaz, wlio.se 
business it was to have accm ate knowledge of events. 


That profession could not fail to softer seriously if 
it were recognised as po.ssihle to obtain fiom a 
colh‘Ction 1)1 hooks the knowledge which others took 
so much troulile to accpiire. Before the notion of 
written literature l)ecanie popular it might well seem 
credible that sheikhs in Nisabur or Isfahan were in 
possession of historical information which could 
only be procured from them; once all the learning 
was accessible in book form, these teacliers” wares 


would decrease in value. It is surprising that the 
mass of written material wliicli began to accumulatp 
after the rise of the ‘Abbasids did not affect the 
protession of the hulfa/. Tijc authors of books, 
however, largely belonged to this profession them¬ 
selves, and a compromise was effected whieli was 
maintained for many centuries. Tliis was the 
Ijdzah, the doctrine that the hook had to he com¬ 


municated to tlie reader by the author personally or 

l)y some authorized person : thus in Tabari’s time 

men went to hear the historv and the eommentarv 

• • 

from liiin personally, and we know (he names of 
persons w ho for two generations after his deatli were 
the authorized ruu fit or reciters of the liistory. 
Learning which was got from books without oral 
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r^oramuiiication was discredited. In an anecdote 
which will meet us the learned ^Fada'ini loses in 
reputation because he misreads a word; whence it 
was iMl'erred that lie knew the narrative liv readiii" 
not hv oral instruction. AFen s reputations depended 
on what their memorv retained, not on what they 
had coniinitted to writing. Tal)ari hinisell was 
loiinfi out, so to sp(‘ak. hv a far less lamoiis man. 
the Qadi Ihn al-Buhlnl. when the two came to citiii” 
poems, tin- Qadi found that the retenliveness of 
Tahari’s memorv was vastly inferior to his own. 
The historian and eourtier AFuhammad h. Yaliyfi 
Sfdi had amassed a p-eat library and when asked a 
question eould immediately call for the volume 
which contained the answer. Bm this proeeduie 
evoked satirical verses: he otiohl to have l.een able to 

the answers Irom liis memory without eonstdt- 
ni” hooks. 

Spcondly, tljo distrust of written linoks whioli 
liersisted so long may have been due to the frc(uionev 
lit lorgerv. The historians record nnnierons eases 
" It. the letter produeed hy Miilditar ihn Ahi 
'laud as autliorization for his proceedings given hv 
i luliammad b, al-Ifanafiyyah was detected a.s a 
liy the jurist Sha‘bi : according to one ac- 
'•ount lieeaii.se the seal was too tresli. aeeordiiig to 
•'ll"t in- lieeause tlii.s Muhammad did not call himself 
n y title eontained in this document. According 
to Miskawailu even tlie virtuous and competent 
li.lia Ia n was not aliove resorting to forgerv when 
I -lilted Ins purpose. Tlie same historian lells an 
I .1 lorate story of the forgery of oracles attrihuted to 
le prophet Darnel whereby a candidate for the 
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\ i/.ierate won liis wav to office : and details are 
;^iveii of tlie process wliereby a modern script could 
W "iven an appearance of antiquity which would 
(•><cnpe detection. Tlie ealigrapher Ibn nl-Bauwab 
won his way to eminence l)y imitating the script of 
Ibn Muqlali so well that no one could distinguish 
Ills work fidin that of the great Khattat. The fame 
won by the Khatib Baghdadi for detecting tlie spur¬ 
iousness of a deed supposed to have been written by 
order of tlie Prophet securing certain rights to the 
•lows of Khaibar indicate'^ that tliere were few ex- 
jierts in this sort of criticism. A familiar story 
which illustrates the generosity of the vizier Bm al- 
Fiirat is to the effect that someone forged a letter of 
recommendation from him to a provincial gover¬ 
nor. who acted in accordance with its request, but 
communicated his suspicions of its genuineness to 
the vizier. The vizier declared that these sus¬ 
picions were groundless, and accepted the author¬ 
ship (tf the letter : and afterwards took the forger 
into his service. 

Tliat the Iiistorians in the period to which some 
Ilf the most inqmrtaiit belong actually preferred oral 
communications to wTitten records follows from the 
extraordinary variety wliich appears in their reports 
of the same speeches or letters. One of the most 
famous of the Arab orations is that pronounced by 
the notorious Ilajjaj on his entry into Kufah. Of 
this speech we have four nearly contemporary ac¬ 
counts, in the works of Jahiz, Mubarrad, Tabari, 
and Baladhuri. The first two of these are interest¬ 
ed in the language, the two latter in the historical 
content. All four accounts, while containing 
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much the same matter, rliffer seriously in tlie order 
of the sentences, in many of the phrasps, and each 
as compared with the others has sonic additions or 
omissions. There is a document of extreme im¬ 
portance as the foundation of judicial practice t!ie 
instructions of the second Caliph to a ri.'idi whom h^ 
had appointed. We have numerous copie.s of this 
brief charge, but there are serious difference.s be¬ 
tween all the copies. If those who repi’oduecd these 
documents had copied earlier texts tliey would he 
inexcusable if they had either by carelessness or 
arbitrarily made these alterations : the differences 


are excusable if they trusted to oral communications 

Authors who produce copies of letters to the originals 

of which they might have had access tell us at times 
tliat they are quoting from memory. 

The theories then which stood in the wav of 
written literature arising were fl) the maxim'that 
Islam cancelled all that was before it, (2) the doc¬ 
trine that there should be no written book except 
H Quran. (3) that the profession of biiffaz ren¬ 
dered written books superfluous. U) that written 
documents were untrustworthy, 

n, theories had in time to he modified. 

U) the interpretation of tlie Qur'an rendered cer- 
tiiin historical knowledge indispensable. It fre¬ 
quently. especially during the Aledinah period, deals 

cille u whole discipline 

. Ocrasion.<; of reveJafion dealt with the fixing of 

le occasions in connexion with wliieh texts were re¬ 
ar! ^ current events 

• very largely allusive, avoiding the mention of 

P per names ; the persons to wliom they were re- 
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vonled would know exnctly what was signified. So 
in tlie Surah dealing with a false charge 
ludiiglit against A‘ishn)» it is not stated what 
tlie charge was, or who circulated it: the 
matter was one of notoriety at the time, but 
a later generation, in order to understand the 
Surah, would require to know details. The 
interju'eters of the Qur'an find in the same Surah 
verses which deal witli events separated by years 
from each other : it was necessarv to have some re- 
cord of the main periods in the Prophet’s career, in 
order to read the volume with understanding. Thus 
in Surah TTT thero is matter which is said to belong 
to tfu' period immediately after Bndr. to that imine- 
diatelv after lUuul. to the affair of the Trench, and 
to the visit of the deputation from Najran quite late 
in the Medinah period. The interpreter who tried 
to (‘xplain the force of tlie texts would he compelled 
to assume some historical knowledge or to impart 
it. 

But the Qur’an also contains much ancient his- 
torv and in these cases the employment of proper 
names is more frequent, hut the student would in 
every case lx* glad of additional information. He 
would at any rate like to he able to an'ange the 
events in some sort of chronological relation to his 
own time. Consultation of tlie hooks in the hands 
of Jews and Christians was, if not actually forbid¬ 
den. at least discouraged. We sliall see that M. h. 
Isliafi. the biographer of the Prophet, incurred 
censure for referring to those works. Yet converts 
from Judaism and Christianity would at any rate he 
tempted to utilize what adhered to their memories 
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in rofpvenco to events nientioner] in tlie Qnr'nn. nnd 
this was evidently done. We even know tlie names 
of iiersoH'^ who at an early period acted lliiis. 


(•1) .\ reason for retainitj;: an account of the 
lii-'torv of rslani in chronolojiical order wa> the prin¬ 
ciple wherehv luni}; ini'< ilrlrnnliirij Inj firrmlrurr 
in nrccplimi Isjniii. When peii'-ions were ns'iioncvl 
out of the pnhlic treasnrv. the principle of olassifica- 
ticn was len^h of adhi'rence to the Tslnmic system 
There are frecjuent references to this ftaiiitjali 
fpriorityh .\t the famous arbitration the advocate 
of Muhiwiyah feared that an objection mieht he 
raised to his a))pointnient on tlie ‘rronnd that he had 
no sribiffdli. not havinjr accejded Islam till the taking 
of ^^occah. It was arifued on the other hand that 
he was a brother-in-law of tiu' Propliet. and this 
doi]l)fless satisfied public opinion. The lists of thosi* 
who }(iiic|if in ilic T'roph( I s batik's an* pia'sc'rved lu' 
Ibn Tshaf| ilonbth'ss lu'cause of tluui’ impoifance for 
this piirpo-^e. Neverlheless even in Tbn Ishaq’s 
tiarrative wv find sonu* dmibts about th(' order of 
e^ents. and in tlie works of th(‘ -Tnrist Sliafi'i, who 
was a zealous student, and liad lived lonj: at 
Medinah, we find some uncertainty about this 
matter, "rave as was its importance for fixin" the 
clironolo"ical order of the Pevelation. 


f31 The cities and countries conquered enjoyed 
different ri"hts accordiii" to the amount of resistance 
\\hieh they had offoreil to the compieror. At times, 
as III the cast' of K^-ypt. rebellion after submission 
eaiised alteration in those conditions. It is obvious 
that without continuous chronicles the maintenance 
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of such rights would he difficult, if not impossible. 
It would seem to have been well on in the Umavyad 

ft • 

period before copies of such treaties were retained 
at headquarters, or indeed an>*thing corresponding 
with a Rolls Office was inaugurated. The occasion 
is then said to have been a casual one. WTien 
treaties are quoted thcv arc apt to be quoted orally, 
whence, e.rj., difTerent chroniclers record the impor¬ 
tant treaty wherebv ‘Ali and Mu'awivah undertook 

4 ' 

to refer their differences to arbitration, very differ¬ 
ently : the witnesses are quite different. Without 
historical knowledge it would be difficult to estimate 
the genuineness of treaties or charters when pro¬ 
duced. 

Examples of this need arising are to be found 
in Baladhuri’s Fiituh al-Buldnn. Thus when a 
fjuestion arose as to the treatment of the people of 
Cyprus after a revolt when a great number of jurists 
were consulted by the governor who had suppressed 
the revolt, it was clear that those lawyers had to 
dive into records in order to know how Cyprus was 
conquered and on what terms, and how such cases 
had been treated before. Tlie precedents which the 
lawyer^ required could onlv be obtained from hooks 
of records or persons who had made it their business 
to memorize them. The headquarters of this know- 
)(‘dge was ^fedinnh. wlicre shortly after tlie Pro¬ 
phet’s death experts began to form themselves, 
since the occasions on which such knowledge was 
required began to multiply speedily. It is a sign 
that tlie Qur'an is acourate in describing the people 
of the region where it was produced as illiterate that 
not till well into the Umavyad period, the reign of 
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‘Abd al-'\ralik. was Arabic made the !an<nia"e of the 
records in the bureaux : the “ permanent officials 
till then wimv (>( necessity native-' of the countries 
whicli had been conquered, who conducted business 
in the lanjiiia^e and with the foriimlic to which they 
had been accustomed. One can imagine that the 
employment of Hijazi Arabic as an official language 
in the bureaux of the empire must of necessity have 
preceded its employment for tlie composition of 
chronicles. The story told above, if true, indicates 
that Abd al-Malik himself had no desire that his 


innovation should develop in this way : yet we must 
attribute to it the flevelopments which naturally 
ensued from it. It gave rise to the profession of the 
Kdtih, or Secretary of State, whose range of infor- 
ination i.rescntly became encyclopaedic, whereas he 
also made the most important contribution to the 
growth of a pro.se style. Doubtless he had to relv 
on the researches of grammarians and experts in 
he Arabic vocabulary but these persons were unable 
to cope with him in his o^m line. AVe have what 
'Muohahly an authentic story of the fourth eenturv. 

uc 1 illustrates this. The gi-ammarian Abu Sa‘id 
Sirafi, of vast celebrity in his time, as an authority 
on . u )ic usage, is at a party where word conies that 
an official epistle is requirod by the Sultan. Abu 
ba '(1 IS asked to compose one, and finds the task 

A fm ' ^ ''' licsitation. 

boM he could compose letters to be circulated to the 
governors of provinces straight off: be had not to 

Th V-iu".,™''' ’ “"'"'g to alter 

he Kahb becomes at a later period the historian 
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not so much i)eciiuse lio l»;is intimate knowledge of 
attaiis, as because be is a practised writer. 

This was the remote conserjuence of ‘Abd al- 
Malik's innovation, and there were reasons why the 
liigh places in tlie bureaux in spite oi Arabic be- 
(■tuning tlie olticial language were fretpieiitly lilled 
li\ persons who were not Muslims, still less Arabs, 
and the chief jnuse writers were rarely, if ever, the 
latter. We have only to think of such names as 
Tabari, Dinawari, Miskawaihi, Ibrahim tlie Sabian, 
Tmad a!-din Ispahani, and the like. The rise o 
this profession however did not shake the position o 
the Hulfaz, tliose who retained things in their memo¬ 
ries,* and whose services in producing precedents for 
legislation were constantly in re<]uisition. o* 
though siinnoh, moaning properly a custom, came 
to have the sense of a precedent set by the Piop le , 
the legal theory that an act which had once ten 
done hy a (pialitied person might l)e done again, ex 

tended itself far beyond the Prophet's acts. 

IVrsons wlio possessed a store of information 
wliicli was likely to attract an audience, became 
kussas, narrators, who formed circles in the Mosques 
and told stories. These \vere most likely to a rac 
if they were about prominent personages in the his¬ 
tory of Islam, or prophets mentioned in tlie 
and the large amount of matter which '^ecuitiu a e( 
round these names is probably due to then e or 
'i'lm early narrators, from whom the later histoiian 
derive their information, arc oltcn charged \Mt i 
venting or faluicaling, in some interest oi otiei- 
•Awanah. nb. 117, ubo is the S(mice of nnwh. 
said to have fabricated to favour the Umayya s . 
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the work assigned to Rdadliuri tiic narnitivcs tor 
whicli 'Awruiiih is citc’d smn lo >uj))Hirl lliis (•liarg(“. 
Tlie I’mayyjul Ahd al-]\falil\ ropresented in thciii 
a< generous and forgiving, ready to otti'r Hut 
Ziihair any terms, if only he will resign liis claim to 
the Caliphate. For all harharous and in)))ious acts 
that took place in connection with the suppression 
of Ihn Ziihair’s revolt Hajjnj was responsible : when 
Ahd al-Malik could restrain his violence, he did so. 
Where he could make re|^ation for injuries inflict¬ 
ed by Hajjaj, he made it. He was also generous in 
his estimate of enemies whom he had overcome, 
and did not approve of their being slighted or 
maligned. It is difficult to judge of the probabili- 
lu'> in siu h matter';. It is clear lanvever that the 
rejiiitation for veracity in tl»‘ case of all these early 
collectors of information was doubtful. If the 
later lii.storians relied on their statements, it was 
because they had no other .sources. 

( I) The pro.sperity of early Islam had produced 
a leisured class, and archaeology is everywhere a 
favourite pursuit with such persons. As the Islamic 

cities grew there would he Tnaii\ anxiou.s to know 
were founded and how their cliief buildings 
liad arisen : there would also he questions arising 
from the tribal organization of early Islam, wliere- 

hy separate quarters were assigned to different tribes 
in the cities that were founded. 

For all these reasons historical science came 
into existence in spite of official discouragement, 
and indeed the needs of tlie legal system made it 
necessary. The process wlierehy the rulings of the 
Propiiet came to be the sunna/i in lieu of pre-Islamic 
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jiractice made some record of liis doings indispen- 
saMe, and such procedure involved that something 
■'lioiild be known about the persons who enter into 
the narratives and especially the reporters. More¬ 
over Islam was continuous : the death of the Pro- 
])het had not the consequences which often have 
followed on that of the founder of a system : his 
place as head of the community was immediately 
taken by persons in T^•hom for many years he had 
placed confidence and who were thorouglily familiar 
with his ideas. For a time the nfhdr meant the 
acts not only of the Prophet, but those of his imme¬ 
diate successors also. In the Muwatta of Malik, our 
first collection of traditions, there is some laxHj.ip 
this matter. 

Certain characteristics which result from the 
method of composition find their illustration in the 
volume which is accessible of Baladluiri’s history, 
and are likely to have been exhibited in the earlier 
collections which he cites. One feature which 
they share with the Hadith literature is repetition . 
the same anecdote occurs with slight or no variation 
more than once on the same page or in different 
parts of the book; the reason being that the author 
has obtained it from more than one shaikh. P' 
the Collections of Tradition there is a reason for 
this; the Prophet’s words count as revelation, and 
it is therefore of great importance to ascertain if 
possible the correct form in whicli they were utter¬ 
ed; the different paths are like separate strands all 
going to strengthen the rope. Further the Tradi¬ 
tions form the basis of legislation; they illustrate the 
mode wliercin the Prophet settled cases which came 
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before him; they furnish importnnt rulings on 
points of doctrine. Hence it is nntiiral and proper 
that in such a collection as that of Bukhari tiie same 
Tradition should repeatedly occur under different 
headings or articles of the code. But neither of 
these reasons applies to the words and deeds say of 
Uraayyad Caliplis, or persons whose authority would 
not count. Tlie less tedious plan, u liieh sonic later 
authors follow, is to cite their authorities at the eom- 
meneement of the narrative, and. if neeessary. ad¬ 
mit that though they alt agree on the main drift, 
there are certain minor differences between them. 

Besides, we find the consequence of defective 
memory which affect the literature of anecdote in 
most countries. Noteworthy sayings are attached 
to the wrong poisons: sometimes owing to identirv 
of name, sometimes to confusion of personalities 
•All ''f common. Mu'awivah and 

n ■' V of the 

Paliplis. and there was not Mttlo in 

tale IS told of both. Numbers, which are of m-eat 
tmporlanco ,n historical records suffer seriously from 
t>.o ease wherewith the memory substitutes one f7- 

-0 1 , 0 ,.. in .fntin. ,„o n.nibor ™ l,iH, 

. lerif lound Hajjai 'vlien he was confronted with 

.osayn.oon.,::; 

BinKrl-i/i Ti '‘^oie u. A historian of 

^ - m Abi Tahir, produces the oration of 
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tlio Prophet’s daughter Fatiinah, when protesting 
asainst the confiscation of lier inheritance by Abu 
Bakr. Tts genuineness was, he said, disputed : but 
tiiat criticism in his opinion was due to partisan- 
sliip, the desire to depreciate members of the Pro¬ 
phet's house. Tt might on tlie other iiaiid he argued 
tliat sucii a subject offered a good opportunity foi 
the exercise of oratorical power. That tradition 
was i'altricated on a colossal scale is slinwn by fbe 
criticism of it wliicli developed into a regular dis- 
cijdine at an early p(‘riod. and which reached its 
maturity in the third century, when the standard 
collections were put together. The conditions of 
the collectors varied in severity : what they agieed 
on was that vast quantities of traditions were fabri¬ 
cations. The anxiety to know more about the 
Projdiet and the heroes of (*arly Islam led, as 
know, to greater industry and effort among the 
Afuslims than in any analogous case : and the study 
of the Tradition of the Prophet is largely responsddc 
for and to he credited with the growth of geop-apliy 
and hiogi-aphv: if the wav to test the authenticit' o 
a tradition was to estimate the trustworthiness of the 
transmitters, it was indispensable to learn as nine i 
as possible about their lives : it was necessary to 
know when and where they had lived, and this len 
dered geography and history requisite. This ^'a. 
enforced by the principle that the Prophet’s sayings 
and doings were a source of law : and the motue. 
for inacc urac y and fabrication in the case of t lese 
and of what migl'Ph?^called secular histor\ seem o 
balance each other. It may well he helievcd tha 
^^uslims would hesitate more before fabricating 
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somethinp; connected with t!ie Prophet, since nc- 
citnliii” to ;i \\cll-hin»wn inidilion '•iicli ;ni ;!ct in¬ 
volved .1 hinh (le”re(M>} ciiniin;»lii\. 'I'o hiin'iciile 
nhoiit V;izid h. Mu awivjili or 'Ahd al-M:dik wonlil 
he tar les-^ lieinotis. On the othei han<l the value 
attaching to the (’rophet's W(»rd-< and d('eds was 
vastly ^neater, whence there would he a iiiotiv(‘ tor 
tahrication in this case and not always a discredi- 
table one, which would not he present in tla* other. 
Further to distinj^uish what actualh happened troin 
what iimsi have hap)>ened recpiires the nttainiiH'nt 
ot an intellectual pois(‘ which even in our lime h‘W 
acriuire. Those who put into some shape the ac- 
{•(uintsot those events in Isiainic history which had 

4 

the most serious consequences, were likely to have 
heen reared in an environment which made them 
take a particular view ot what happcntal : ami the 
narrative would he adapted to that view. Kven in the 
later liislorv we can see traees ot this. We may 
illustrate hy the aeeonnts ot the death ot Mu(|tadir 
liiinislicil hy Miskawaihi and ‘Arih respecti^el\. 
AceonlitiM to Miskawaihi Mu.jtadir was a hojieh'ss 
coward : tlioU‘:li repeatedly summoned to show him- 
selt to Ins troops in tin* lichl he makes excuse alter 
excuse, till coinpidsicui is employed ; acs-ordin^ to 
Aril) he comes toi ward hravcly. Both aj^rcc that 
hi' met his doiith on this occasion, th-uhahlv Wiih 
is lliinkinji how a Caliph must have hidiaved, when*- 
■is Miskawjiihi tollows ati accurate tradition. 

Th(‘ process however whereby the narratives 
hceatiie chronieles has now lieen traced. Kye-wit- 
nesses of important events were required to describe 

them hy nunjcrous persons: eonvenieiioe caused 
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them to adhere after a time to a fixed form of ^vo^ds, 
which thus became a hadith. We find this process 
at least as late as the fourth century : a man who has 
access to valuable information and is prepared to 
impart it adopts a particular form : the different 
liearers reproduce it, ordinarily with unimportant. 
>oitu'times with im}H)rtant variations. Such 
haditlis became embodied in continuous collections 


while still retaining their individuality : as the 
need for abridgment arises they dioj) the isnad and 
become ])art of a chronicle. As we have seen, the 
-Arabic historians rendei the tracing of sources far 
easier than those of other nations by the fact that 
their history is a development of Ahadith : it does 
not begin with either the continuous or the official 
chronicle, but with eye-witnesses’ narratives. The 
possession of this system gave the Muslims an ob¬ 
vious advantage in their controversies with Jews and 
Christians, who gave more the appearance of taking 
their information on trust. They had no chains of 
authorities for either sacred or secular history : 
where, e.g., the Greek historians are not describing 
their own experiences, they rarely give us the oppor¬ 
tunity of testing tlio source of the information which 
they present : we have to assume that it was obtained 
from people who knew. Ultimately the Jews liad 
to compose an Ifiuad for their Taurdh. 




LECTURE TV. 


Poetry as a Vehicle of History. 


If history was in n measure commentary on 
tlio Qur'an, there is reason for thinking that it was 
also to some extent comment upon verses. We meet 
at times with the theory that noetrv was the tribal 

A • 

method of recording history, and the earlier liisto- 
rians cite verses in illustration of the chief events; 
this they can the more easily do hecaiise the mili- 
tary organization is still tribal, and the successes or 
disasters which they sing belong to the tribe. One 
of the earliest specimens of this form of historical 
composition is to be found in the Rook of Judges, 
where tfie Song of Deborah appears to he the niichuis 
ot history to w hich the prose narrative is attached 


as commentary: one of tlie sources which the histori¬ 
cal portions of the Old Testament acknowledge for 
early narratives is a Book called And he sang,* i.c., 
a collection of tribal ballads winch commemorated 


victories or defeat.s. We read similarly of odes 
therein tlie struggles of tlic Aus and Khazraj prior 
to the arrival of tlie Prophet were recorded, wliich 
tlie Prophet, whose purpose was to institute frater¬ 
nity between the tribes, forliade to be recited. 
( learly only such odes as were of transcendent merit 
or recorded some overwhelming triumph or defeat 
would stand much chance of being preserved; the 
French savants wlio collected the ballads of Nortli 


* survly fho of Ynshar 
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Alrican a>inuii]nities fotnui tliiit tliev wi'ie nil 
recent: the ciiscs which had proilnced the earlier 
etliwioii had been sulmierjied i\v later crises, and 
in con-efiueiice iioav l)atlads had stijierseded tlic 
(‘arlifi- (aini)iusitions. This source of early Islamic 
historv naturallv attracted the attention ol archaeo- 
lo;:iists and ^raniniarians who in consequence are 
often cited as transmitters. Their interest was not 
tliat of the historian, who thinks mainly of what 
men do. hut ratlier that of the literar\ critic, who 
cart's chietU' about what they say, or the antii|uai i<in, 
who is anxious to knttw their customs and heliels. 

There are some obvious ditticullies which attend 
this modetd perpeluatiii- the memory of events. Tt 
is of course possible that Iteroic lighters like the anti- 
Caliph ‘Abdallah ibn al-ZTubair went into battle 
reciting \erses of their own ctunposition, and that 
''pet^*ns who by his side were themselves looking' 
deatli in the face remendiered these lines and, hav- 
inn soiiiel.ow come safely out of ll.e rout, preserved 
them and transmitted them. On the other hand it 
is possible to think and put into verse wliat such a 
eliamiiion would be likely to say on such an occa¬ 
sion. and with the view of enliveninj^ tlie narrative 
nut It into his month. The prSclice ot inveiitinfi 
speeches for the persons whose deeds are desenht'd 
is too familiar fo require illustration. In eollect.ons 
of models bn- i-pistles we find li'lters which uii-ilit, 
havi' lieeii written on important occasions such as 
,1„. ,v,.nv..,y nf .T,MUs.lnn In.,,, Il„' ^ 'j'' 

,|i(VK „lt to <listi„o„isl, f,„,„ I,-It,MS ,vl,„-l, 

■lifien Fn Ihe case of the Sirah of Ibn Tsha<| 
were \nitlen. in im i.t . 

it is ,„ li„o«lecloc,l t)„it the o-les, some of tl„ 
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considerable lenethj with v^‘hiell the iiarrati\'e is en- 

Iireileil. and wlindi are su|i|p(ised to liave hei'il pi'o- 
dueed ininu‘di;tte!y att(‘r or in iiinnediate connexion 
with the chief events of the Pro|phet's life, weie 
wi ilteii to Thii Ishihi's ordei; .sonii' snspieion is 
theivfore justified in other cases. Hnt even where 
amlieiitjeity is estahlished. as in the ease of the odes 
composed hv the '.Vhbasid poets in honour of tlieir 
liatrons' aeliieveinents, the nature ol the ode renders 
II nnsuilahle for eonveyin;; sneh detailed or aeenrate 
inforniation. It perpetuates some proper names of 
places and perosns, hnt naturally has nothine to do 
with dates or strategy or tactics. 

That a narrative pains in vividness if the 
characters are introduced speakinp and not mereh 
doing deeds is well known, and was ohserved loim 
ay'ii: hill this process, if not strictiv limited, liirns 
lii^lorv into romance. .\ historian who carries ilie 

'-cry far is Dinawari. In narratinp th,. 
C'ents winch led to the hatlle of Siflin he reports a 
cainversation held liy Midawiyali with the person 
'' 10 hronpht him the news of •Uthman’s murder 
" III inp-es ^rl|■awlyah to claim the f'aliphate for 

' n.sell, and recites some verses; itfn'awivali 
nipressed hy the sn-estion. also hrenks out 'into 
nse, indeed into a fairlv lengthy ode. Then he 
'lines ho letter of •..\li. snnimoning him to offer 
. '■glance and tins letter is produced at lencrlh 
""'yah consults his relatives, and his i™rher 
' "■ahadviM.s him to seek the help of 'A,,,,- h al 

A": Mil awivah writes a letter to ‘Ann- and this 
I -'"""""inp the latter, is then inserl d 

A.nr arrives, "nd the anllior is aide to reprodii lt 
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cojiversation l)etwecn the two; Mu‘awiyah mentions 
three troubles which liavc befallen him, of which 
the (Icmaiid of ‘Ali is the third. ‘Amr dismisses the 
hrst two as easily settled, but points out the difticulty 
of resisting ‘Ali, and asks what is to be his recom¬ 
pense if he supports ^ru'awiyah. The latter tells 
him to name his own terms; he wants Egypt 
Mu'awiyah retpiires time for consideration, and we 
now hear a conversation between him and ‘Utbah, 
who advises that ‘Amr s terms be accepted. 
Mu‘awiyah asks his brother to stay the night, and 
presently hears ‘Utbah reciting some verses, urging 
liim to venture, and these cause Mu‘awiyah to make 
up his mind. ‘Amr now suggests the first steps 
to be taken, and presently a message is delivered to 
‘Ali in verse, and ‘Ali orders a poetical reply to be 


made. 

Such dramatization of history suggests some 
scepticism in any case, especially when the author 
(as is the case with Dinawari) fails to state who his 
inforinonts were. Secret conversations, if tiiey aie 
to be preserved at all. must be reported by one of the 
parties; and where the cmiver.sation is not crcditablo 
to either i>arty, there is no great proliability of it 
l)eing reported at all. Further we find that the letters 
whidi according to this historian passed between tlu' 
I)arties are quite different from those which another 
historian, who is called Ibn Qiitaibab, produces, to 
some i-xtent tla- sense is the same, as indeed miglit 
I,,. ..xpeeted, Inr llii.-, is snpidied by the cirenni- 
4-,It is r.r course eoneeivahic that both 
:\ru‘awiyah and his brother, and tlie rest, composed 
odes on these occasions, but the probability is that 
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Hiey were otfierwise occupied. Tfc evident that 
what we have in these conversation.^, to which other 
historians add others, is th(* solution nj ju’ohloms 
wliieh occur. What put it into ^firawivah's head 
to resist ‘Aii. and to send for 'Anir? Plow came 
‘Ainr to respond to the call? Tliose and similar 
'liiestions arise witen tlic liistoriati desires to pene¬ 
trate into tli(' motives of the acts which he records. 
The method employed is to a.ssumo (lu' omni.seienct' 
which the author of fiction of neees.sitv assumes; for 
him there are no secrets And the introduction of 
verses is an artifice for adornine the narrativ.- whieli 
Aral.1C writers of fiction regularly employ. Tn tlu' 

Ma«|anuihs ihe speakers drop into verse'when thev 
can tind oeeasion for it. 

M <• li.ivc scTM „f ,|i(. «,.,i|<noss wliicli 

•itteiuis linlla.l poetry as a recorct of events. Even 
suel, halla.ls as Macanlay's Lays of ,\neient Rome. 
If we had anylliing to correspond witli them dealiim 
with the events of prc-Islamic Aral)ia or of tl,o fir.M 
century of Islam, would not he free fiom these weak- 
iicsscs, thmiph thev po.ssess the continuitv ot hi.storv 
and some of the geographical and otlier detail whieii 
constitute an intelligible record of events Rut it 
^ not easy to find in the early poetry of the Arabs 
. ins u uch could be compared with them or 

t’l'nT th! v """ ” 

emit; . . . ' "'It fiivoiir 

normall'v'i V"" miit, and 

e file ^ r””' i"'''-tncably connected with 

wtia eit er precedes or follows : its connexion lies 

left ' I'lit in its conlormitv to rlivniiim 
letters and metre. Hence the verses which Zl 
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witli trilml or otlier lu«;tory are in normal cases 
allusive ratlicr than historical or narrative, and, 
when- we possc-^s tlie entire fpisklah to winch they 
belong, are mixed with otiier matter which is nn- 
eonnected with their subject. In this way we £?et a 
little history in the ^Fii'allaqat, especially in tliat of 
Ziiliair. where some men are commended for settling 
a dispute h«>tween two tribes peacefully at their own 
cost. But to call Zuhair’s Mu'allaqah a ballad 
would he to misrepresent it seriously. Its content 

is far more didactic than narrative. 

Tlie historical verses which constitute the diran 


of the Arabs are not different from tliis type. The 
Hamasah of Abu Tammam furnishes illustrations. 
Tliey are at any rate in many cases fragments selec¬ 
ted from odes, because they deal with particular sub¬ 
jects. T'snally they are autobiographical, and need 
a historieal commentary to explain tiumi. The 
verses had to survive by tlicir own merit, and the 
authorized reciters would furnisli the exjdanatory 
detail- Cirave doubt often existed eoneerning tlic 
o,ea-ion wliercin the verses l.ad I.een uttered, and 
the authorship of even celebrated lines was disputed 
Moivf.ver there were casca wherein the im id,-nt was 
what n-inamed in men's memories or somehow came 
within their knowledge and then verses w.uv com¬ 
posed to suit it. Sometimes we are inclined to 
smile at what appears to be the nnentieal attitude of 
tlic liistorians and archaeologists in citing verses 
wl.i<‘l, cannot liavc hecii uttered by the persons who 

are credited with tlicm. 

In the Diwans of the great 'Ahhasid poets we 

get something more nearly approaching tiie ballad 
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than tli(‘so nllu>ions. The purpose of many n 

leiifTtliy (»(]<■ hy Ahii Tanimrijn. Riihturi. ^fiitnnabbi. 
Sharif Ra(lT. Ta'awidhi. and otliois to comme¬ 
morate s:onic historic event or <cenc. Where the 
dimln is ananoed in clironolo"ical order, and the 
bcadin:^ furnishes date of tlie occurrence, the contri¬ 
bution to the chronicles whicli arises is not slight 
At tinn's tlic) record events of considerable import¬ 
ance about which the chronicles are silent: Bnhtnri 


has an account of a sea-fiolit which seems to have 
escaped the contemporarv historians. He descrilics 
even with detail palaces built by the ('nliphs of his 
tiiiK'. about uliich the chrfiniclers say nothing. 

1 Ik- idea o| sidistitnting for a ballad something 
more nearly reMunblin-i a ver-itied <-ltronicle is found 
in the third emturv of Islam. ‘Abdallah, son of 
the Caliph al-MiCtazz. devoted an ode which he calls 


Kitdh Slntt of Inidm “ the Hook of the Career of 
the So\(‘rei;;M tii an account ot the life and reign 

of Afii'tadid. He even gets the date ot liis deaUi 
into a verse, ot vhieli the translation is “ He died 
alter two liiiiulri'd which hail passed away in the 
year of nine and eighty past,” Tlic 

author was a famous man of letters, wliose literary 
Miiseeltanies are frequently (|uoted. and whose poeti¬ 
cal diwan lias considerable merit. He himself 
after the death of the Caliph i\ruktafi, when the 
aiipointnient seemed to be in the hands of the vizier, 
was put on tlie tlirone in lieu of tlie infant Afuqtadir! 
yv a faction whicli included the virtuous ‘Mi b. 
sa, who lield that an experienced man of affairs 
'•ather than an infant, should he put Iw conscientious 
tnon on the tlirone. The soldiers/however, who 
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faithful to the memory of Mirtadid, thought 
otherwise, and ‘Abdallah’s Caliphate was 
ephemeral. 

The ode which is of 363 couplets is unlike the 
ballads a continuous account of Mu'tadid’s exploits. 
It liegins after the Basmalah with the loyal state¬ 
ment that the Prophet when he passed away “ left 
to the sons of ‘Abbas the inheritance of a kingdom 
securely founded, in defiance of every envious person 
who seeks it, and would destioy it under pretence 
of building it up.” The title then follows : ” This 
is the book of the Conduct of the Sovereign, well 
wrought of gems of speech, meaning Abn'l-Abbas 
the best of mankind for sovereignty, as may be said 
with knowledge of the truth.” He arose, the poet 
goes on to say, “to sustain the cause of the kingdom 
when it was lost, w'as free to any one to plunder, 
liad lost all respect, trembled if a fly buzzed, w'hen 
every day a sovereign was being killed, or in terror 
of his life, or abdicating in order to avoid captivity.” 
This passage is a correct description of the period of 
anarchy whicli arose witli the murder of Mutaw'akkil 
and continued till the accession of Mu'tamid, and 
though ” every day ” is a gross exaggeration, wo 
find it employed by a speaker in Tabari’s chronicle. 
He then describes the licence of the soldiery, 
” every day demanding rations, which they regard 
as a right and a del>t due to them. He then asseits 
that the robe of sovereignty had been torn by parties 
whose religion was no better than paganism; among 
them the second Pharaoh of Egj'pt, rebel against 
God, obedient to Satan; i.c., Ibn Tiilun, and the 
■Ala-wid the leader of the miscreants, who sold free 
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men in the markets. He then enumerates other 
persons who, he s<ays o])presse(l tlie people. Ishaq 
the Baitar, tlie most e.\pert of mankind in drink and 
music. Isfi Il)n Shaykii and his son, both of them 
brigands, who prayed for the sovereign every Friday, 


hut otherwise took no notice of him, took men'? 
money oj)enly, and dyed their weapons with tlieir 
blood. This continue<l to be the people'.s condition 
until they were helped by Abu‘l-‘Abbas who was 
like the Persian Ardashir. who did his best to renew 
a ruined realm. His chief trouble was with that 
Zanji rebel who obtained possession of Basrah for 
many years and defeated the imperial armies time 
after time. The poet attributes the merit of his final 
defeat to Mii'tadid, who undoubtedly assisted his 
father Muwaffaq in this tronhlesoinc bnsincss. The 
rebel s name was Ha.san Hair) ; Tabari usuallv 
Speaks of him as the Klialilllt (ugly); his revolt was 
clearly in part religious in character as the leadiu- 
claimed to he a descendant of ‘Ali, and in his mani¬ 
festo as reported by Tabari claims that they are not 
lighting for any worldly interest. His description by 
Ibn al-M\i‘tazz confirms tlie language of Tabari. He 
sold tree men as slaves in the markets : he was 
associated with criminals and rebels : be slew old 
men and infants : be despoiled souls and goods : be 
destroyed palaces and mosques, he was the head and 
leader ol every heresy : the spokesman of every nn- 
believing rafidi, cursing the companions of the pro¬ 
phet, all l>nt a handful; every one hut himself he 
regarded as a Kafir. For a time he cajoled the 
blacks, undertook to enter Baghdad, asserted tliat 
be understood mysteries. He ravaged Alnvnz and 
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Ai)iillab, established himself in Wasit, reduced 
Basrah to cinders never likely to rise again; prac¬ 
tised unheard of cruelties; the poet enumerates the 
Baghdad generals whom this pretender defeated : 
ilusa (Ibu Bogha), whom he spued from his mouth, 
MuHih. wlioin he put to deatli, and who left the 
Turks after his loss like the owner of a liand which 
had been amputated from the wrist. He also slew 
Mansur b. Ja'far who had previously been a great 
man, and rumours of Ins victory had been spread. 
Then he drowned Kusair, retainer of Sa’id the one- 
eyed. Ultimately after all the.se successes God 
raised against him a hero who ceased not for a year 
and a second and a third striving with his counsel, 
his sword, hi.s goods, his speech and his acts. The 
poet then indicates that Mu’tadid’s nitiinate success 
was won bv means other thar) ineie hraverv in the 
held ; “ He would harbour the deserter, and forgive 
slips and trespasses, nor would you find liiin violate 
any contract, nor mix falsehood with his earnest. 
After this he went to Syria, where the people learned 
of liis gallantry.” Ask concerning Qail wiioiii they 
overthrew in Shar’yar. From Syria he proceeded 
to Egypt; and went to fight the Saffar, Hying except 
that he was in a sadtlle. 

The poet next proceeds to more domestic succes¬ 
ses—iiis overthrow of the vizier Tsma'il ihn Bulbul 
Abu rSiKjr, a person ()f great importance, though 
Tabari mentions liini casually only. His contem¬ 
porary poet Ihn al-Rnini both eulogizes and 
satirizes him, especially his claim to he descend¬ 
ed from iiie Arab tribe Sliaiban. According to th(‘ 
poet this vizier was an expert in extortions : he 
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\vtnild titliO fruiu this wretcii his estiitc. whoroas in 

anutlkT taiH' hu would want both hi- ^nuds and his 

wile. As to anyone who^e lather died wealtin . siieli 

a person would be long conliued in prison, and tin- 

vi/iei Would say. Who kiufWs that vdii are hi- 

son? When nierehant- were kimwii U> he wealthv 

lije vi/ier would declare that the Caliph had deposit 

ed money with then; : il he denied the claim, he 

would he smoked or burned. Out ol his extortion.s lie 

I'Uilt a palace, which was plundered heh.re his death. 

an<l rased to the ground. lie was al -u a niu-ici.in and 

pciiormed in public : he was an admirer ot rialo 

fiul the philosophers, talked oi lucky and unlucky 

stars, sensibilia and imelligii.ilia. measured the 

longitude ol the earth and the spiieres, and the 

dimensions of the territories of the Chinese and the 

l urks. Men in eoiisetiuence were disgusted with 

those who perform.al the Islamic ritual. And all 

this went on til! he was Ldriick hy the arrow of death 

pind I should like to know whether his know le.hm 
told him this?" 

He implies lh;it the death of I,-ma‘il was follow¬ 
ed >y the accession of Mi.-tadid. to wliom Iv.M)1 

^'■nt tribute theSalfarsworeallegiei.ee. Aru tadhI 

tlip proceeded to .scrutmi/e the lists of the retainers 
•'"‘‘ejeet all incompeb-nt soldiers: after this mea- 
biiie le proeivded to Maiisil. and ext ir),ated hrigand- 
- ge and pinmy. There were, he says, on the Tigris, 

milkers," people wIr. exacted trihute 
‘ ^lops that went up or down the river. The 
Ki coelswlio were compelled to -uhmit aiv 
med among the most interesting being Ilamdan, 
^H.ose fortress was rased : the descendants of this 
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iiamdaii play a great role in the history of the 
lollowing century. Then one Harun, a khariji 
evidently, as he cursed ‘Uthmaii and repudiated 
A'li, was Caliph of Kurds and Bedouins. 

The poet then enumerates among the services 
of IMu'tadid his postponing the nairuz, i.e., acconi- 
modatiiifi! the Kharaj year to the solar calendar : as 
might have been expected, and appears from other 
sources, the exaction of the land-tax by the lunar 
calendar led to gi'eat hardships, as the tax-gatherers 
em])l(fyed torture of various sorts to compel pay¬ 
ment : and this could only he effected by borrowing 
at exorl)itant rates. MI this, however, the poet 

assuies us, came to an end. 

Next he proceeds to admiration of this 
Caliph's buildings, which he asserts, were superior 
to those of any previous Caliph. In one of these 
^^as an artificial tree : no one lias ever seen the like 


of the tree with hranches, hearing leaves and fruits, 
planted in no soil, not irrigated by water, but telling 
of a wise man, successful, experienced, knowing, 
thinking before he speaks; such works (and many 
more are enumerated) arc evidence of the might of 


Islam. 

The greatest of his conquests, he presently 
asserts, is Mnid, the patron of every detiant rebel; 
no eitv so well fortified was ever seen : according to 
the poet it ^^as taken by Mu'tadid after a lengthy 
siege. Tliis was the seat of that Tsa ihn Bhaikh. 
wlio was mentioned before. Froir. Amid he canu 
to Ba(iqal., where he stayed a month, and owing to 
the alarm which he spread, tribute was sent from 
Egypt. On his return he was welcomed by thi'ee 
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“ the Emir, the Yiziei and the third Ahiri-Hnsnin 
al-Qasini, who were like the three su])jiort'; of a 
tripod." The raliph coinpiitiK'nted on his skill 
in choosing such helpers 

He proceeds to state that alter tmi vears of 
^firtadid’s reign he saw the Proidiet in a dream, 
wlio thanked iiim for liis services, after which came 
tlie capture of the rebel Satlarid rsma'il who wa^^ 
Iwougiit in cliains to Baghdad : and the defeat of the 


rebel Ibn Zaid in Tabaristan. 

Various other successes are tlien mentioned, 
some rather cryptically: then there is a notice <. 
the Qarmatians. the people of tiie thickets, who 
established miseltievous laws, and were destroyed as 
completely as the people of ‘Ad—this is an exaggera¬ 
tion. for the Qarraatian.s gave serious trouble In the 
succeeding reigns. What Ibn al-^FuTazz tells us 
about them is of interest: " Tiiev sav. if we aiv 
slam fighting bravely for our religion, we shall come 
hack after certain day.s to our foIk:-tI,ev fight on 

behalf of a hidden ciiief. who promises iuit do<'s no) 
perform.” 

There follows an attack on the people of Knfah. 
who are supposed to liavo encouraged Husain t.) 
revolt and then deserted him : tlie tears whicli they 
shed over Husain arc compared to crocodile's tears— 
tins must he an early example of the proverb 
here IS also a reference to the variety of systems in 
IS place of winch we have some other notice. 
Tl.oy (the people of Kufnh) remain bewildered iii 

MUb . tl.c Muslims are quit of them. They are 
R^'fi-lisof .hfterent types. Some repudiate iho 
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Apostle. ;in<l nsseii thnt Onhriel iiiiidr a mistake in 
liis conduct, i.e., gave messages which were intend¬ 
ed for 'Ali to Muhammad. Some sav ‘Ali is our 

4 

lord : that is all the religion we require. Of tliese 
an' llie rebels and the revolutionaries, who answer 

any call to frc.sh allegiance.their prophet is Ihn 

Abi'l-Qaus, who reduced tlie number of necessary 
prayeis, making (me substitute for another. 

Tf this poem be compared with the chronicle 
of Tabari, it will he found to he nearly as instruc¬ 
tive : in one or two cases Ihn nl-Mu'ta/./. dates 
evi'iits bv the innntli, hut it is not clear to whieli 
V('ar he refers. He did wiselv to choose the rej(‘z 


metre for the purpose f)f tliis chronicle : tin* grave 
ditticulty of maintaining the same rhyme hu’ some 
hundreds of linos is thus avoided. Tliougli some 
of the lines are from their nature prosaic, many of 
the pluases hear out the description of tlic language 
which is given at the l)eginning of the work. Hence 
it comes vci'V nearer liistory tiinn the ballads. Tt 
shares with them the parti.sanship whicli has been 
noticed : for not everything attributed to Afii'indid 
could with justice he ascribed to him. and even the 
notion that some case could he made out lor his 
(‘iiemies does not occur to the poet, Tf however wo 
had no chronicle for tlie period, we should find Ihn 

!i!-AFu‘taz/ a fair sul>stitute for one. 

Another specinum if a historical poem is that 

bv the TTamdnnid Abu Firas, a cousin of tbe cele¬ 
brated Saif nl-daulnh, wlto was taken prisoner in 
one of the latter’s wars with tlie Byzantines, and 
vainly implored liis cou.sin to see tliat he was ran¬ 
somed. The poem in which lie recounts a long 



POETRY AS A VEHICLE OF HISTORY 


73 


series of events belongs to tlie old style called 
^fntakliai'nh, wlierein n bard gloidties either hiinself 
or his tribe. After a rather lengtliy erotic prologue 
tile poet devotes over 15(» verses to a dirunicle of 

the Hamdanids: the metre is Tawil and the rhvming 
letter R. 

Tliis portion ot the ode eoininenees with coni- 
pliiuents to Wait al-daidali, who. he savs. by his 
exploits has rendered it unneeessarv to recall the 
earlier glories of the family. Nevertheless he gives 
its earlier history, starting with an unnamed ances¬ 
tor who. he says, collected the Taghlib tribe when it 
was m danger of dispersion, and paid the blood- 
money for a hundred who liad been slain in some 
tribal (piarrel. Another member of the family had 
entertained tiie sovereign and Ins armv. Another 
ancestor had governed the province Divar and sus¬ 
tained the population in a three vears' famine. 
He also ■- cured the disease of the frontier, which 
had seemed incurable, and transferred the sickness 
to the heart of the King of Rurn.” He built a for¬ 
tress to protect the frontier, which apparently hail 
since been rased, hut wliich, the poet foretells, will 
>0 rebudt. ^Vhen famine befell tlic two Diyar 
Lc., Bakr and Mudar) he removed its effects by his 
generosity. His uncle was the man who overcame 
1-at.k and Qattal. He also marched to the ,,alace 

'pli '^nd burned it while the army was 
mounding it. The account of these matters fur- 
ms ie( )y Miskawaihi’s chronicle is verv different' 
Husain ihn Hamdan, tlie uncle to whom the poet 
rv ei.. at the commencement of Afuqtadir’s rei-m 
attacked the Caliph's patace. but met with s^ch 
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rcj^istance that he withdrew and ded to ^^!Ulsi!. 
The poet attributes to this person another series of 
exploits whicli are eitlier concealed by the historian 
or presented in a very different way : the various 
victories whicli the poet claims for his uncle are 
claimed by the historian for the great general of the 
time, MuTiis. This is the ease M’ith the concpiest 


of Egypt, the defeat of the rebel Siibkara, and the 
capture of Yusuf ihn Ahi’l-Saj, which are recounted 
hy the historians at considerable length, without 
much allusion to the part played therein by the 
Ilaindanid. There follows in the poem a series of 


pre-Tslamic glories not easy to identify. From 
these the poet proceeds to the capture of Baghdad 
by Baif al-daul and Nasir al-daulah, wliich he re¬ 
presents with a certain amount <4 justice as their 
proving the helpers of the Caliph when he had no 
helper, bringing him home and placing him on his 
throne, and conducting the affairs ot the Moslems in 
a manner which won the gratitude of religion and 
Tslam. The murder of Ibn Ra'iq hy Nasir al- 
daulah, which in the history appears as an act of 
gross treachery is recorded in the line “ when tlie 
calf of Iraq, Ibn Ea'iq tyrannized, one who was 
neither a tyrant nor extoidionate found a remedy for 
liim.” It is rather remaT-kable that in enumerat¬ 
ing the glories of his family the poet omits that 
which most impresses the reader of ISIiskawaihi s 
chronicle—Abu’l-Haija’s fidelity to Qahir. The 
final part of the poem is devoted to an enumeration 
(,f the exploits of Sail al-daulah. in part tlie same as 
those celehrated by Mutanabbi. Among details be 
mentions that when the Ikhshid saw what over- 
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s|i:i(lo\\V(l liiiii i.t\, ilu‘ jxjwrr of S.iit’ in 

Halol)—lie (letenninofl to c-oiieiliate him. arid held 
that liv a matrimonial allianee he would ^^ain more 
than he could ^^et with an army. 

This ode of Abu Fii •a.s is niidoiilitedlv a mon* 

4 

iMietical [lerformanoe that) that of Thn al-Afirtazz. 

hilt it exhibits the defects of the hallad .style in a 

lii^di dejiree. The style is largely allusive : he does 

not "ive the names of his ancestors and uncles. 

whence the ode is not intellio:ible without eommen- 

tary. The exphiits celebrated are. so far as we can 

identity them from other sources, seriously exaj.j'^ei'a- 

(ed. or even wliolly misrepresented. The eaioer of 

Saif al-daulali was certair.ly no uninterrupted series 

of victories. Imt only such receive any notice or are 

the subject of allusion, ^foreover it is clear that 

the poet thinks very little al)out ehronolojrical order. 

iiiid It would he impo.ssibie to extract anythin-; like 

a consistent account of one of Saif al-daulalrs^am- 

Pj-iffns from the verses. Various allusions are 

oleariy of interest and must refer to historical events 

M't they are enigmatical : commentaries, should we 

■nd them, would probably deal only with linguistic 

>"<dters as indeed tiie Reyrut commentator misspells 

"■ I'l as Ihn Za'i(| and tells us that Ikshsliid is 
the name of a man.” 

If liowevor it is „f only.. value as l.is- 

u'V-;';* '"‘'“''-‘S* ■in example of the 

■' <lo ,l,te, penmneness ami l,y a poet of eonsi.lerahle 
tale,It and of Inprl, reputation. Aforeover as •, 
•■ons.n of Sa,f al-daulah and Nasir al-daulah, l,„tl, 
vhon, played pa,Is of ,„eat eonse,p,euo,. in tl„. 
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politics of the time, lie was n more competent en¬ 
comiast of the two tlian the ordiiiarv court poet, who 
would know his patron less familiarly and be more 
careful about his utterances. It appears however 
that of tlie events of the ^^eneration which immc- 
diatclv preceded his own knowledge is rather 
vague : it is by no means clear that he could name 
the uncles and ancestors whose exploits he would 
commemorate. As lias been seen, liis account of 
even recent events is not only one-sided, but, if the 
chronicle can he trusted, seriously misrepresents 
what ticcurred. Hence the danger wliich accom¬ 
panies the employment of ballad poetry as liistory 
is illustrated by this ode of Abu Firas. 

1'he third example of a versified chronicle which 
we have is in the anthology of the Spanish writer 
Ihn Ahd Rahhihi. This is an account of the ex¬ 
ploits of tile Calipli 'Abd ai-Rahman III, the first 
of the Spanish ITuayyads who took the title. It is 
like Ihn al-Mu‘tazz*s odv, in Rejez metre, but un¬ 
like that is divided into sections which bear dates : 
it is therefore modelled on tlie cltronicles. The 
language is naturally eulogistic througliout and 
fxa.^gerated. l)ul !,e gives lists of the places in Spam 
which ‘Abd al-Rahinan reduced, several of winch 

(’,f Alhirah. retain their names to this day: in 

sonic ea.ses fairlv accurate details aie furnished. In 
;j()l lie is said to liave attacked Carmond. wliere one 
Ihn Sawadah had rebelled: lie asked for sonic 
months’ respite after which ho would he the sla\c o 
tlie coiKiueror. Tlic latter granted this rcfjuest, and 
,vHit home. Tlic verses for the next year run : 
•• Vnar : in this llicrc was the return lioni the 
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raid of 301. and there was no Ivirlher raid nor nli^- 
sion in this year.” The remaining lauai^raphs are 
summaries (d what oecmred. which, thmi^li not 
c\acllv jKietical, are fairly clear and detailed, 'llnis 
vear 304 runs : 

■■ After this was the raid of the vear four, and 
what (lid not our Lord perforin theiein, throU|.>li the 
devout kinji stretching out l>oth his hands in the 
path of (lod ! For he led two captains. wIuj secured 
victory, one to the frontier and its nei^hhoui hooil 
aj^ainst the enemy of Polvtheisin and its adherents, 
another to the tall mountains of Murcia, whereas 
the former went to Valencia. The {ieneral wliuiii 
he sent to the coast was al-Qurashi, coniniander of 
forces ; whereas fhn Ali ‘Ahdah went against the 
polytheists, in the fullest and best efpiipinent. 
The two proceeded with continuous victorv and 

4 

bereaved the enemy. After this jjlorious raid la* 
sent his client Radr to raid Lal>lat al-TIamra. to¬ 
wards the end of tliis year, no other; he hesie^^ed the 
[ilace and compelled it to surrender its fiovei nor 
whom Radr hrou-jlit cajuive to his master. " 

Under year 305 he lecords a victorv over a 
^fuslim reiiel, but also a defeat sustained by one o\ 
the Caliph’s frenerals, Ahu l-Ahbas, who, he says 
was the luavest of the brave, hut led an army of no 
lijthtinti men, who, when he was surrounded by the 
enemy, surrendered him to them. 

The Urjuzali goes on from year to year ending 
with 3‘i‘2. The verses are exceedingly monotonous^ 
as they repeat the same phrase, in describing ;i 
series of raids, sieges, capitulations, ina.ssacres, 
la.sing of fortresses, rebellions, imposition of terms 
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and the like. A large mimber of local names are 
mentioned, wliicii however are to a considerahic ex- 
t(‘nt mutilated in the Egyptian editions, Init doubt¬ 
less could be corrected hv any one who collated the 

« 

prose chronicles witli this ode. or verified the names 
in geographical works. Very few names of enemies 
occur; these arc chiefh designated hv abusive 
ej)ithets. 

From what claims to he no more than a cata¬ 
logue of raids one ought not to expect continuous or 
intelligihle history, and the Urjuzah is in conse- 
(|uence little more than a nirm<ni(t trehiuca, and 
scarcely a good one. fn order to turn it info history 
the attthor would have had to devote more study to 
the situations, so as to teli us something of the inter¬ 
nal condition of the cities con(|uered. the reasons 
which led to the repeated rebellions, and the prepara¬ 
tions in eaefj case whicli led either to success (»r 
failure. The best of the Greek historians do some¬ 
thing like this, hut few of the Arabic chi'onicles go 
to this lengtli : the better sort do, however, deal at 
some length and detail with the internal condition of 
the country whose history they arc recording, so as 
to render ihcir narrativi- m<ire intelligil)le and in¬ 


structive. It is not easy for the panegyrist to do 
anything of tliis kind, for anything like accurate 
hiogra])hy of sovereign, general, or statesman, while 
it involves an account of tlie difliculties which t]ic> 
have to face, can in few cases credit them with in- 
\ariai)le success in dealing with such difliculties . 


ordinarily sucli a statement reveals weaknesses and 
I'iiiliires, possibly even crimes, as well as ability and 
success, with 'strict adherence to virtue. The 
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pniK'^'yrist. wlio is afraid of wounding liis patron’s 
siisc‘(‘ptil)ility, lias to confine himself to what flatters. 

Of these three specimens of poetical histor\ 
every reader will jirohably regard Ihn al-:\ru‘tazz‘s 
ode as the most instructive and intellectual, while 
that ot Ahu Firas ha.s tlie best claims to be calleil 
a tioeni. and indeed contains some verses of hij^h 
I'lerii. The t'rjiizahul ihn Abd Kabbihi di^plavs 
no commendable fjualitv except facility in the pi'o- 
dnetien of rejez rliyrnes and perhaps .some aecpiain- 
ianee with Spanish geography. A ridiculous error 
is committed where the author makes the (’hristians 
swear by the idols mentioned in the Qur'an. His 
ioitbology lias acquired some jiopularitv owing to 
the .mcyelopaedi. nature of its eomenls ; the Sahib 
>n Ahhad found it disapjiointing. as he expected a 
^pamsh author’s work would have contained more 
‘"iginal matter. He quoted ovei it some words 
"hieh occur m the Surah of Yusuf: '• This is our 
merehandise returned to us.” 

yiese threu poems present the liiglicst sta^o 
"hieh (he iiistorical epie reached in Arabic verse- 
•yl. as has been seen, it is likely that anv reader of 

the hree would assign the chief merit to Ihn al- 

■ 111 tazz. Other works which hear Ihe title “ his- 
toneal poem ” are much further removed from the 
<■ Ii'onicle than these. Such is the historical poem 
■■ nyrun, a Spanish writer, which is a Lies 
"t "isee hineoiis historieiil allusions, meant to he 
I'Milamey by a commentary. Such too arc the two 
ais « Iich claim to give the history of the 
tfiiii.Mirites, but are evidently late and nnliistorical : 
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the enucleation of this history had to be left to later 
epigraphists. 

Those who study the history of the Islamic 

• • 

dynasties will howeyer find the poetical diwans 
lielpful. not so much for their recording series of 
events, which they rarely do, l)ut l)ecause tliey re¬ 
produce many a political situation, and to a small 
extent serye the purpose which a popular press 
seryes. The diwans naturally yary much according 
to the career of the authors in the possibility of 
utilizing them for this purpose ; the most instruc¬ 
tive are diwans sucli as those of Buhturi in the third 
c(‘ntiirv and Ta'awulhl in the sixth, whose autliois 
were definitely court-jioets under different sovereigns 
and who faithfully reproduce the sentiments evoked 
Ity contemporary events. They said wliat the 
Caliplis or miiiisters wanted them to say : we can 
gather from their odes what was occupying public 
attention and how the public wished it to be regard¬ 
ed. Bnhturi’s odes inakc* us feel how the Zaiiji 
ilanger was affecting the population of Iraq. 
Ta'awTdhi’s reproduce the sensation caused by the 
Crusades. Where the poet is not permanently 
attached to a court, as was the case with Mutanabbi, 
w’lio tried his fortune at a great number, the infor¬ 
mation conveyed is less valuable ; the poet is not in 
such a case sufficiently identified with a community 

to depict its concerns with accuracy. - i • 

We have tlius answered a question which is 

sometimes asked and answered negatively :--is there 
anytliing corresponding to the Epic in Arabic \crsc. 
If by the Epic is understood the historical poem, o 
wliich Tasso’s Jerusalem Delivered, or the great 
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Indinn Epics may bo taken as oxamj)les. wo linvo 
soon that the lan^mago sljows oortain olfons in this 
iliioctinn : anil tho rvjcz iiiotro. as iho stylo siiitahlo 
fur (liilaotio pootry. was naturally olioson bv tho 
aiitlioi's. \\ horcas Ibn al-^^l|■ta/,/. (losioiii.d ;i work 
nl art. Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi soarcoly oontoniplatoil nioro 
than a tncnioria ttulinicii oi- summary ol ovonts 
oasior to romonibor than a proso narrativo. Tliat 
tho !anguaf,a' protbiood nothing moro considorablo in 
this lino than tho odes wliicb havt* boon analvsial is 
duo in tho first place to tho cirenmstanoo that the 


ijasidah with its bold loajjing fi'om subject to sub¬ 
ject was ill-adapted to a jtoem with a plot : in tho 
srroud )>lace to the fact that only tho rrjvz metre was 
suited to such a composition, and only in the form 
in which tho rhvmo is continod to a single conplot. 
'I'lie older form wherein tho same rhyme pervades 
Ihe odes, and the other metros, were far too difticnlt 
to permit of lengthy narratives being committed to 
them. ITence such attempts as we have considered 
'■‘■flamed exceptional though encomiasts and sati¬ 
rists naturally continued to allude to important 
pents wliorem their subjects had some share : and 
n these allusions tho l.istorians frequently refer less 
or confirmation of their narratives than owing to 
the (ehcity of the versification. 


11 


LECTURE V. 


llrSTOHIANS (»I IMK Sl'.CdND (.’KNTI’HV. 


Tlie Foundation of Ra^lidad marks the com- 

nionocmont of the litornry period of Arabic in flic 

sense that books begin to be composed for reading 

as well as for reciting and committing to memorv, 

ibougli, as has l)een seen, the belief that only oral 

transmission was trustworthy was difficult to shake. 

♦ 

It is not indeed quite easy to distinguish the author 
of matter intended for oral tiansmission from the 
writer : the isolated tradition could exist either in 
writing or bo orally transmitted, and the works 
which precede the continuous chronicles seem to l>e 
of this form. Sucli an .■•uthor is Abu ^liklmaf, Lut 
I). A'ahya, who died about .157, to whom some 
works arc ascribed. Many of bis narratives are 
(‘inbodied by Tabari in his work. DifTerent narra¬ 
tors of (Ins early period are supposed to have specia¬ 
lized in portions of their subject ; Abu Mikhnat 
knew more than others about tlie affairs of Iraq, 
Mada’ini most about Khurasan, India and Persia, 
Waqidi about tlic Hijaz, while all these were of 
equal authority on the conquest of Syria. Abu 
Mikhiiafs tith-s -uv all of the episodic type ; 1 hey 
were monogra])hs on battles, the deaths of eminent 
men, or events which were of importance in the 
eailv history. One fastidious authority remarked 
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(til him tluil ho came from Kul’ah, and his tales wore 
wortiiloss. 

Among other transmitters of knowledge wlio 

came l)et'ore the popularity of written hooks we may 

menlicm Awanali i). al*Hakam. a man ol liinni)le 

origin, his father a slave tailor and liis mother a 

negress, hut wlio was a source (d inioiination to the 

learned of the next generation: liis death-dati* ia'ing 

variously given as I t" and 15 S. He was of special 

authority on ' conquests.” l)ut was also (pioted for 

poetry. It was asserted that lie was a partisan of 

■f’thman and fabricated traditions which favoured 

ihe rmavvads : anotlier tradition iiowever makes 
• • 

him a supporter of the ‘Alawids, who lamented the 
lailui'e of that M. h. Alxiallah wlm coiiUvsted 
Mansur's claim to the Caliphate, but was defeated 
and killed. Vaipit records that Mada'ini, who will 
presently he mentioned, got most of his information 
Irorn ‘Awanah : and the famous grammarian and 
archaeologist .Vsiua'i was also among his hearers. 
The anecdotes which Vaipit produces throw little 
light upon his activity whether as a teacher or 
collector of information : one tiiat is more interest¬ 
ing than the others makes him. when asked his 
tribe, assert that it is tlie tribe which })i‘eserves tin* 
memory ot knowledge when othei' peoph* foi'get it 
The (|uestioner inferred that he must he of Kalb, 
which was the tribe of the celebrated Ibn al-Kalhi, 
who is presently to meet us. The instances on 

which this generalization was liased were scarcelv 
numerous. 

Before however the narratives began to assume 
a stereotyped form suitable for commission to w rit- 


84 


LECTURES OX ARABIC HISTORIANS 


* 

111 ^ ilio lunctions of tlic traiisniittcrs were scarcely 
'listiiiouished. We find the same persons cited as 
authorities for historical events and for legal deci¬ 
sions. The fact that law depends on tradition and 
tiadition depends on history rendered the functions 
cl the three even in far later times apt to overlap. 

This prose literature actually starts with the 
8irah ol the I’ropliet hv Muhammad h. Ishaq, 
whose grandlatlier \asar was taken juisoner at ‘Ain 
1 amar, and Ituined one of the first hand of captives 
hrought t(( ^fedinah. His death-date is variously 
gi\en as 150. 151 or 15'2 ; lie was buried near the 
grave ol Abu Hanifah the jurist, in the Khaizuran 
( emetery. He was said to be the first compiler who 
collected the narratives of the Prophet's campaigns. 
He appears to have got into trouble at .Medinali liy 
going lor information to I'atimah daughter of al- 
Mundhir I). al-Zubair. whose husband Hisbam b. 

I rwah ilisapproved. He fled to Hirah, where al- 
^^ansur was, and dedicated his Magliazi to this 
Calipli : and obtained an audience for his work 
there, in llie Ja/irah, and in Rai, where manv Irnns- 
milters of his narrative remained. The views taken 
of his veracity were verv different : the chief tradi¬ 
tionalist of the third centiu v fails to cite him. Other 
authorities are reported is saying that learning will 
last so long as Il)n Ishaq lives. Malik Ibn Anas 
however applied the term dajjjll “ false Messiah 
\o him, perhaps because he undertook to criticise 
Malik's traditions. Other complaints made against 
him were that he favoured the tenets of the Shi'ah, 
and ohtaineil information from the grandson of 
Hasan : that he employed versifiers to compose 
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POHMS to insm in his sinih. ;is iIkmiuI, they |,;ul hoon 

coniposed on the occasion, rjf., a poem in wliidi 

Aim Tail!) defends hiscondnet to iiis fellow-citizens 

dallads^ helonjrinp to both sides in the canipaii/ns' 

(‘U-. r-iii'tlier tha» lie made serious mistakes in the 

^■enealo”ies which lie introduced : and tlial hi' oi)- 

tained information from Jews and Christians, whom 

!'*■ t;al)s in his hook '* people of the h.rmer learn- 

Besides Ins Si,ah he com|,osed a historv „f 

It’ t^diphs (doubtless the Cmayya.lst and a hook 
<d ori‘,nns. 

As is wdl kiunvn, the ureat Sirah (,f 11,,, Ishac, 
ht.s n„t l.ec, ivenemi : its eonteiits ate k„„«n' 

■ Il>'> Hishan, a,„l the 

...tVZt’he, """" 

,, "f this |,en,„| 

j;;’ '-I separate Ira.litiens, „|,ie|, |e„| 

ss s , s„.„e s,e,e.,tvpe,l h,,.,., htt, tl.e extett, 

-'-^^1:1,:::^'^^ . - 

or these l.istonans .a!t.: . ' : 

..ntnatl h. •Ahtlttila,,. ,,, 

nve it.M.t.h-ht'T';’"'' 

'lf„tl,. He e ijove r 1 'i" 

t'l-Ma„»ili tvh , s h r ' 7 !' 

Ah'ltani as^^ll ' f'-''t'to 

■'■--TotiteAuCr \:::::;t’t iTr 

men seated at'the r a, 

"'tt' ovenine wher a 

K imnisome ,r On?'; 

tiss. One of the party kne,v him to he 
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Mada ini and asked liini whitlier he was jjoing : lie 
replied " to tliat inuniticent person who fills uiy 
pocket f'ruin top to hottoni with dinars,” meaning 
Isha(| al-Mausi!i ; Yalna b. ^Fu in, a high authority 
on tradition, declared liini to l)e a trustworthy narra¬ 
tor. A store which follows is less favourable. 

4 

Mada ini recited a tradition about Khalid s invasion 
of Syria, which contained a verse abo\it Klialid s 
guide Kah. Mada'ini inispronounced a word in the 
line giNing the letters wrong points: ” I knew 
thence. " said the narrator, "that his learning came 
Ironi written lca\e'; —not. as it sluudd have, from 
oral instruction. A storv which Mada ini himsell 
tells is hou the Caliph Ara’nnin ordered ^fada mi 
to come to his court, and recite traditions to liim : 
he repeated a number, and presently told the story of 
Ali being cursed from the puljiits by the T niayyads. 
Apropos of this lie records how during the Thnayvad 
domination he never in Syria lieard any one called 
•Ali or Hasan or Husain : only the names of Uniay- 
yad Caliphs like Yazid and Walid were given to the 
ciiildren. A traveller at this time passing by a 
house asked the owner for water, and called a son 
Hasan bv name to fetch some. The traveller asked 
how he came to call his son by that name. 1 he 
replv \\as that parents constantly abused theii ( n < 
,VM.‘ and he did not like to abuse any one who was 
called after an Umayyad Calijih ; with the name 

Hasan that did not matter. The story was meant 

to shock this Caliph : probably it did, as he contem- 
,.,,te.l having a member of the ‘Alid family o 
L.ccccd him. The narrator however supposed tlu 
Caliph to think such abuse suitalde. 


niSTORlANS OF TFJF SFfOXD CFNTfRY 


87 


The list of i^fada'ini’s writiii':'; which follows 
is lik(‘ a series of chapters or sections rather than ol 
continuous worlcs. It is divided intd jiriuijis. of 
which the first is Records of the JTophet. some 
specimens of this first gomp '■ The Ifook of the 
Mothers (if th(‘ Prophet. " i.,-.. hi> aneestresses. 
1 he Description of Hie Prophet. Narratives of tli(‘ 
Hypocrites. The Prophet’s treaties. Xames of 
the JT\pocritos, and other persons aiiont w hom (^iii' - 
ame texts were revealed.—Tlie next onuip are Re- 
conls of (^nraish. commencing (hmealoov of guraish 
and its records. The Rook aliont al-Ahhas son (d 
Ai.d nl-Muttalih. Records (d .Mm 'Palih and 


s c 


vu. 


Nl'Nt : Mnniii-i's ,,1 ilu- Ndl.lcs iind I!,.- 
n.nl (,1 -W,. 1 , 1 ,'ll : tlirsc s,vi,i l„ I,.,,-,. 

"I run,,IIS iiil„,„i;iti,,ii. H„„|. „| 

t«„ .s,sl,.,s. n wili.'s |u,| 

.me,I u„„iiii, 

i'li'lc ,il u,„ii,.„ i„ ||„.|, 

"■li'iirc. Hciiik III uiiir[(.,i siiliiizi'il l.v tlirir liiis- 
hands, etc. 

KI-'IIM': Kccords ,il th,. 'I’lii's,- 

«|'||’ all what We sliiiuhl term iimimaiai.lis, elearlv 

dealing with s,„n,. ,„i,mt,. i,,'- 

'la'iin ■■ Caliphs’ wives whii tiiarried 

■ny"' Names .,f tl.e Cahphs, their pahotu- 

■■'’'■naments 

■ at li„„k „| ,e,|i I, 

Aim Baltr t.. Miftasim. 

1""'"'"’^ "I this are what we find emlK„he,l i„ (I,,. 
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Wdi'ds ol lati‘ 1 ' liij^toiians, wliere ]\ra(la’ini is cited 

iis the anthoritv. 

« 

The next group is Erents, i.e., luonograplis 
dealing witli the cliief events in tlie liistoi v of Islam ; 

Rook of the Apostasy, ’ i.r., tlie rebellion which 
lollowed the Prophet’s deatli. “ Rook of the 

v'amel.” i.r., the battle wherein ‘Ali defeated 

A'ishah and lier party. ‘ Tlie Book of Nahrnwan." 

The l>ook of the Kliaw-lrij.” “ Addre.sses of ‘A!i 
and his despatclics to his (Tovernors. " “ Records 

of Hajjaj and his death." Yaqut adds to this long 
list a great work called tlu* Book of tlie ‘Abbasid 
dynasty, not mentioned in the Filirist, but of which 
Vatjut had seen a jiart in the liandwriting of Sukkari 
the archaeologist. 

The next group is that of Cotuiursts: Co])- 
tjuests ()f Syria .ficni the days of Abii Bakr to 

those of ‘Pthman. Conquests of Traij from the 

days of Abu Bakr—usually this coiujue.st is dated 
somewhat later—to the end of the days of Omar. 
Conquests of Khorasan and records of its rulers, 
r.(j., Qutail)ah and Nasr b. Sayyar. Two of these 
monographs dealt with India ; the Book of the 
Indian frontier, and of the Indian provinces. The 
long list of these treatises seems to have covered the 
whole region of Islamic conque.st with the excep¬ 
tion of North Africa and Spain, wbicli are not 
mentioned. Probably mucb of tlie same matter was 
(■mbodied in the work of Baladlniri of the next cen- 
turv. At a period not earlier than the Crusades a 
series of works juirely fictitious in character and 
dealing with some of these conquests were fatliered 
on Waqidi. 
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The next group is Records nl the Aial)s. which 
eniitaii) e(>ller-tiiin> ol (‘uriou-> iiiatirr ilhistraliv'c 
of Aral) wavs ; “ The Book of men called after thidr 
i\hillu'r : ' ■ ()i men called hy ,i Tiiother natne : 

‘ The himk of hoist*', and lariii;: : ‘ '!'hi' Book ol 

tile Imilding of the Ka'hah. " 

The next group deals with ))Oetieal history • 
many of the items ha\e titles w hich siigge-'t that tht* 
author was inteivsted in eiirioiis details : " Book of 
persons who (pioted verses during an illness:" 

Book of verses answered in Prose : ' " Book of 
persons w ho stood upon a grave and tpiolc'd jioeti v :' ’ 
Hook of persons who when told of a man s deatli 
cpiotetl some verse or prose:" " Book of women 
who aped men;" " Book of those who ]neferred 
the Bedouin women to the wometi of the towns." 
etc. 

In addition to tins lengtiiv series of monographs 
^ac|llt tpiotes an additional list of l\>ttuh niii'iilhtfah, 
apparently works wliieli contained more oin’inai 
matter than the lormer. which prohahiv wi're tradi¬ 
tions strung together: some of them wliieh eonu; 
near history are the Book of the Qadis of ^redinah; 
"I the Qadis ol Jhi>rali; ol the striking of Birheiiis 
and the exchange; “ Book of Aledinah/' “ Book 
of Meccali.” Otliers were more of a moralizing 
(liaiacter, hut one in tliis list is a geogi*apliicaI 
treatise containing an enumeration of the districts 
and the principle of their taxation. 

^fada ini’s literary activity was clearly por- 
wntoiis, even il the monographs were of nioilerate 
^^ize. Apparently liis taste was in favour of curious 
learning and interesting details, hut he presents a 
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uansition Irom tJic single narrative to the conti¬ 
nuous woik, it the statement tliat he composed 
uoiks ol' tlie latter type is to be trusted. 

Numerous relies ol NIada ini's researelies ai'e 
to be I’ound in the later hi.stories, and in the ‘Icjd 
i''iiiid ol the Spanish collector Tbn ‘Abd Rabbihi. 
His collection of the speeches of ‘Ali is probably 
intact III this work, and lie is probably the aullioriiv 
for the collection of the correspondence of ‘Ali, 
Mu awiyali, and others, which is preserved in the 
same, and excerpted elsewhere. It is asserted that 
he got much of his mateiial from ‘Awanah. As 
w ill he seen biter, the value to he attached to these 
documents is very doubtful. At a later period, the 
cn<l ol the fourth century, a distinguished descendant 
of ‘Ali, the Sharif al-Radj, made a collection of liis 
gr(‘at iineestor’s remains called Nahj al-Bataghah, 
but apparently this person placed little confidence in 
Mada’ini’s collection. We have to consider both in 
the ca.se of the correspondence and in that of the 
orations whether there would he any likelihood of 
any person having access to the letters which reached 
both ])arties, or of the speeches being either written 
down or memorized at a time when they wci’e in¬ 
tended to allect people s conduct, and not to interest 
tliem as historical monuments or models of style. 


Tho likelihood of letters being preserved becomes 
greater when tiie " Inireaii of the seal ” eamc into 
existence, and there is a probability that the corres¬ 
pondence between Mansur and the ‘Azid pretender 
Muhammad h. ‘Abdallal. is historical, though the 
copies produced hv Tabari and Mnbarrad differ in 
.M.mr nM]M.itant dotiils. But before the introduc- 
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ti(»n of this hincoii tlio cliniUT'^ ot sncli oonespon- 
iU'Wvv hciii^ prcMMVcd niv likolv l<> h:i\A‘ Ih-i-ii shkiII. 

An antlmr wlin losenihio'; Mada ini hotli in Id- 
sidijccts and in Ids modi' of troatmenl is Hish.ini 
h. ^^ohanlmed h. al-Ravvih al-Kalhi. an aiitlioritv 
nl the first order on ^»cnenlo"ics : one of his works 
on this subject is said to be in existence. ITis 
death-date is given as 204 or '20!;: tlio list of his 
works exceeded 150. One of them, the KHah nl- 
Asiifliit has been printed and is of small compass, 
as is likely to have been the case with the remain¬ 
der. Several of tlie titles are identical with those 
of treatises which figure in Mada ini's list. Several 
dealt with prc-Islamie history, such as the Hook of 
the Kings (d Kindah. the jiook of the Tuhba's. 
Kings n| \emen. Bocik u| the Kings of the Parlies 
—titles which do not inspire much confidence, 
f^mce It is not probai.le that Tbn al-KaIbi had access 
h* (hat epigraphic material from which alone this 
liistory can he enucleated, and which the oeo‘>ra- 
pla-r Hamdani is the only Arab who both acnidred 
and utilized for siieh research. Numerous nionn- 
grajihs dealt with various departments of pre- 
Islamic archaeology, such as the Book of tlie Reli¬ 
gion nf tile Arabs, the Book of the Judges of the 
Ai-ahs. the Book of the Kahins, the Book of the 
■'inn. Some however have lists wiiieh suggest ac- 
tun l"sto,y " History of tlie .nffair.s of tl.e 
f ulil'lis, f.mo«e,l l,v n work on the Description or 

" I'-™ of the f'alipl,.. Others ,lenlt with events 

ri'li let s time, otliers were geographic,si or 
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slatislic-al in character. His patron is said to liavc 

i)ccn a iiieinhei’ ul tl)e Barmecide lamilv. 

( 

The historian ol this ceiiturv who acaiuired tlie 

’^i'ealc'-t renown is douhiless M. h. Omar al-Waqidi, 

w liose life extended Ironi l-in to'207. Watpdi 

(•omits as a more serious jiersonage tlian either 

Mada'ini or Kalhi. and indeed is said to have heeii 

a pupil of Halik l>. Anns and Sufyan al-Tiiauri, 

hoth (tf them jurists of the hij,diest order; further 

lie is said to ha\e come in eontact with tliat Ihii 

.Imaij will) is associated with the commencement ol 

the stud\ of tradition. Like 'Pahari who will oc- 
♦ 

cupy us in the next lecture \Va(|idi was an authority 
on tradition and jurisprudenee as well as on history, 
lie was appointed hy Ilarun al-Hashid (|a(ji ot the 
I'histern ipiarter ol liaf^hdad. hy Ma mun 'jadi t)l 
Mahdi s (‘amp. Vaipit reports an anecdote illustra- 
liii” \\’a()idi s relations with Ma mun. I he judj^t 
wrote to the Caliph complaining of some difiicult^ 
which had compelled him to run into debt : men¬ 
tioning the amount. Ma'mun replied in his own 
writing: You lia\e. 1 -see. two ipialities. imimti- 
cence and modesty: the former has caused you to 
deal lavishlv with vour po.ssessions. the latter has 
niduced vuii to mention to us only part ol the dehl 
which vou lune incurred. We have ordered that there 
shall he given twice the amount which you asked, 
and if we have fallen short of your actual re- 
(piirenients, that is your own fault . it howrxci wi 
have fullilled your ' reipiest. then practise even 
greater liheralit\ than before. I'or the tKasuins 
of (iod are open, and His hand is stretched out m 
muniiicence. ^'ou yourself reported to me when 
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you wore al-Rashid's judge that llie Titipliet sai<l 
lo Zul)air : " The keys t)f wealili are in Iront oi tlu' 
Throne, and God Almighty sends down lo inankimi 
their provision aeeording to their expenditure. 
Whoso spends nmcli will receive imieii, and wh<»o 
spends little receives little. ’ W'a(|idi stated that he 
had forgotten this Tradition, and was more asto¬ 
nished hv ^^a’mun's reiuinding him of it than h\ 


There follows a stor\ which Wa()idi is supposed 
io liavi- told. [ had, lu“ said, iwd friends, 
one of them of the familv of HasJiim : W(' 

were like one person. I was in great stress for 
want of means and the Feast was approaching. Mv 
wile said to me ; We, you and I, can put up with 
this distress, l)ut our children rend mv heart with 
pity tor them. They see the children of the neigh- 
hours in line clothes for the feast, while they tliem- 
selves are in these rags. Do try and obtain sonu' 
money wlheh we could spend on dressing them. So 
I wrote to my Hashimite frieml, asking him for 
such assistance as he could give : he sent me a .sealed 
purse, which, he stated, contained a thonsaml 
diiheins. 1 ha<l no sooner felt some comfort when 
the other friend wrote to me making a similar com¬ 
plaint to my own : and I sent him the purse un¬ 
opened. I then went out to the Afosqne where I 
lemained all night, being afraid to meet mv wife : 
hut when T got liome. I told her 'what T 
tad done, and she approved my action, utter¬ 
ing no reproof. While we were talkine 
>n comes tl.e Hashimite friend, with the purse 
unopened as before : he asked me to tell him tnilv 
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what I lia<! done* witli what lie had sent, ire.taid : 
\\ hen yon wrote to me mv sole jiossession in the 
iVorld was what 1 sent yon, so I wrote to onr coin- 
nion Iriend to ask him lor assi.stanee, and he re¬ 
turned me my own purse, with its seal unbroken. 
S(i we three divided the contents in ecpial ainuunts 
lietween us. Ma'mun heard of this affair and sent 
ns dinars. 2.td)l) tor each ot us three, and 

1.1)00 tor mv wife. 

YtKjut proceeds to give an account ot the .size 
ot W'afjidi’s library : when he nio\ed from 
the W'estei'n to the Eastern side of Baghdad, 
his books formed 120 camel loads: for all 

that he boasted that whereas other jieople 
possessed more books than was stored in tliesr 
memories, in his case the contents ol his 

memory were the more copious. The statement 
implies that the literary output of the 00 years 
was phenomenal : tor that the objection to 
written hooks lasted e\en beyond the middle of 
the second century seems too well attest(’d to admit 
i)t doubt. 

The list ot ^Va(Iidi's works is lengthy, and 
varied : several ot the works contained in it are ol 
the style whicli we have seen to he favoured iw 
Mada'ini : monographs on special incidents in the 
history of Islam : such as this were the Book of 
the Sa«|itati and the proclamation of Aim Bake : the 
liouk ot the death of the Prophet : the Ihmk ot the 
Apostasy and the Palace, /.c.. the death ol 
Tthman: it is not clear why these two events 
should have been coinl)ined : the Book of Sillm. 
etc. At the head of these historical works stands 
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■■ the great liistorv." and ' the Rook of History 
and eaiupaigns and missions." an aeeoiint of 
ilie Prophet’s mission and his campaigns. We 
should gather IVom tlie titles that all thesi' hooks 
would have had groat historical value, if preserved. 

Kuropean scholars have praised Warjidi lor 
special attention to chronology, and the judgtmmts 
of Moslem authorities on his work, ihongh hv no 
means unanimous, are in thi* niajoritv {>1 cases 
iavoiirahle. The only work of his wliich has seen 
the light is a part of his Maghazi. piihlished here 
't ilciiita). and a. translalion in (ierman of a fuller 
MS, preserved in the British Museum. The list of 
liis works contains some Compiests. of “ Syria " 
and “ Iracj. The books which havt‘ been printed 
as his with lliose names, are, as has been seen, sup¬ 
posititious. .and o! no histoi ieal \'aiiie. 

Another polygraph of this period, whose name 
lre<iin‘ntly oeciirs among transmitters ,,1 historical 
matter, is al-Haytham h. ‘Adi. whose life covered 
ldt)-L^()'l. The range <.| I,is studies was similar to 
that ol Ihn al-Kalhi. who was supposed to eollaii.se. 
at the sight of al-Maythani ; the hitler so conspi- 
'■'lously surpas.sed him. The great tradiiionalist.s 
^vere not satisfied with his authority. A slavc- 
g'H ol Ins was ipioted for the assertion that he 

prayed the whole night and lied the whole dav. 
Ills impusitiveness extended to the private alTairs of 
;hs eonteiiiporaries, who paid poets to .satirize him. 

diwan of Abu Xuwas contains a violent lampoon 
'vhieli he IS said to have earned hy failinrr 
livat this important personage with duo respecT 
u hen he came to hear a lecture of al-Havtham 
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Tlio very long list of Ins works is a series of titles 

ot monographs dealing with clja))ters of prc-Islaniic 

tribal history, or eyents in early Islam, or arcliaeo- 

iogioal matters connected with the Islamic cities and 

fslamic institutions. We litid in it histories of the 

g<)y(‘rnors and jndgos of Kniah and Basrah, and the 

like. But there is also a “ History arranged in 

order of years," which must he a yery early exam- 
• • « 

))le t)f this style which afterwards hecame normal. 
'That his works accjuired great fame in his life-time 
may he inferred from the story that the Caliph 
llarun al-Rashid, when an action against al-Hay- 
tliam was hrought hefoie him. immediately recog- 
niz(Mi him as the person meant in Ahu Niiwas s 
satire. 

-XiKjther person wlu> meets us fre()uently in the 
authorities for historical traditions is al-Ziihair h. 
Bakkar. Ho is said to liaye lieen a lineal descen¬ 
dant of that ‘Abdallah h. Zui)air wlio Tor a time 
maintained himself in the Caliphate. Tie died as 
(^adi of Meccali in 'J5(i The list of iiis works is 
fairly long, and consists chielly of l)iographies of 
poets : some howeyer were on liistorieal eyents. In 
the list we find an early example of the ])ractice of 
calling a hook after the patron's name. A historical 
treatise called the Hnwaffaqi was named after the. 
MMlhor's patron al-MuwalVa(|. the hrother ol 
Hu'tamid who managed the affairs of tlie enii)ire. 

?\Fany of the traditions or narratiyes put to¬ 
gether hy these [lersons are preseryed intact In lalei 
works : wliat we clearly lind in this period is tlie 
growth of the praetico of aecumuinting libraries, 
though those who aspired to ho authorities on his 
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torv trnvelled ;tl)ont the etjipire to lienr tlie cele- 
hnitcil le{turos. We are told that Al)u ‘ Ann b. al- 
‘Ata had his house piled up to the ceiling with 
hooks: lie died in 154. i.r., at a time when prose 
literature had only commenced. Ahu ‘Ann before 
liis death, it is added, burned his library, a practice 
which is recorded of not a few persons. There is a 
letter pre-erved of Ahii ITayviln Tauhidi of about the 
year 400. wherein he defends liis conduct in doing 
this by citing the example of many eminent men. 
The main motive, one fancies, was the desire to be 


regarded as the ultimate authority on a subject : if 
a writer’s written sources were preseiwed. probably 
those who followed after would prefer to cite these 
sources than some work based on them. Tlie word¬ 
ing of the passage in Abu ‘Ann’s case indicates that 
this was done as an act of piety; either this archeo¬ 
logist had returned to the view that it was unlawful 
to write books, or he thought their content frivolous. 
Tf IS nnihral.lc that in the code of Aim Yusuf, of 
ITariin al-Kashid’s time, property in books is not 
yet recognized : and indeed tlie onlv works of which 

h.s jurist seems to know are (be Qur'an and collec¬ 
tions of poems. 

Although the continuous chronicle liecomcs 

,n tiu. third ccntnrv. wl,crons cases of it 

seem sporaclic in the second, the monograph 
t,, the third cen- 

Bwahim b. M. b. Sa’id b. Hilal, a native of Kufah 
«ho however migrated to Ispahan where he died 
-D the year 283. He claimed to be connected In 
Ml h .sercral famous persons : one of hi's 
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ancestors was paternal uncle of the adventurer 
Wukhtar Tbn Ali ‘Ubaid, and had harboured the 
gi-andson of the Prophet, al-Hasan. He belonged 
at first to the Zaidi sect, but then joined the Tnianii, 
of which he was a champion. Tlie list of his writ¬ 
ings which occupies a wliolc page is like a replica of 
some of the groups in Mada’ini’s catalogue: there 
is “ the Book of the Sanifah,” “ The Book of the 
Eiddah,” the “ Book of the Murder of Otliman,” 
the Book of Siffin,” “ the Book of the two arbi¬ 
ters,” etc. Doubtless all these were presentations 
of those epoch-making events from the point of 
view of the sect which he followed. T>ike Waqidi 
he was ?]so a jurist, and composed both Pandects 
and treatises on separate chapters. Patriotism 
found vent in a Book on the Excellence of Kufali 
and of the Companions who took up their abode 
there. One of his works called ” Book of those 
who have been slain of the family of Muhammad 
belongs to a category well represented in the litera¬ 
ture of the Shi’ah. 

Of (he histories which belong to this period it 
would seem tliat only two. "M. b. Tshaq and AVaqidi, 
have survived in sufficient amount to enable us to 
pass judgment on them Muhammad h. Tshaq 
may be described as a charming writer, who under¬ 
stands the art of grouping his material in such a 
way as to maintain his reader’s interest: who can 
tell us the sort of information about the leading 
characters which enables us to envisage them : and 
who, when the narrative calls for comment on the 
part of the author, can introduce observations which 
are by no means contemptible, though they may not 
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always be convincing. If is clear that the exccrpter 
Ibn Ilisham had far stricter ideas ol propi ietv than 
Ibn Ishaq himself. The excerpter confesses to 
having expurgated the narrative, and lie not nnlre- 
quently excuses liimself for failing to reproduce the 
poems in Ibn Ishaq's text, on the ground that they 
were unsuitable. JSunie uf the narralues which he 
has introduced agree w'ord for word with what is 
lound in Waqidi, and differences between the two 


can at times be explained by the compiler’s motives 
The statement of Yaqut that M. b. Ishaq used 
Waqidi as an authority seems to conflict witli 
chronology, as Waqidi belongs to a later generation, 
bince Ibn Ishaq's work commences the series of 
biographies and chronology, ami is at the basis of 
later lives of the Prophet, which are innumerable, 
posterity s debt to him is very gi-eat. About the 
same Malik b. Anas was engaged on his 
Muuatfa, the first collection of the Prophet's say¬ 
ings a,„l Whiel, could he used to .supplement 

tlie Qur an : we are told that some of his contom- 

porarios remonstrated with him for his innovation 
in ommittmg such a work to writing, but the 

ThoLh it as a public boon. 

u J I is fairly 

case ■ ''the “ ®i"’i'a'' Potest in this 

case the objections are not to the WTitimr of a 

aiithor. immortality of the 


nr .J" 'P"^'“ii‘'" whether anv of these writers 

rf i 

1 13 not easy to give an answer. As bas 
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been seen, in reporting events narrators quite nor¬ 
mally put the supposed thoughts of the agents into 
their own words : interviews which must from their 
nature have been and remained secret are put into 
dialoiiue form and the next chronicler assumes that 
what he has before him is not imagination but a 
record of fact. Conjectures based largely on etymo¬ 
logies are repeated not as conjectural explanations, 
but as transmitted records. Probably if we should 
discover copies of the literary efforts of Mada’ini. 
al-HavtIiam b. ‘Adi and Ibn al-Kalbi, we should 
find much in them which the laws of historical pro¬ 
bability would compel us to reject. Nevertheless 
the service rendered by them in putting into shape 
series of narratives dealing witli the inii)ortant 
episodes of tlie Islamic empire was very great. 
Their work in preparing for the continuous chroni¬ 
cle of Tabari was quite similar to that of the jurists 
of Modinah in preparing the way for the codes of 
the law-scliools. And since events can only bo re¬ 
corded by eye-witnesses or persons who liave taken 
part in them, the collecting of this material from so 
many sources involved vast researcli, and often dis¬ 
tant travel. For since the events were not confined 
to a moderate area such as the Hijaz but were spread 
over a large portion of two or even three continents, 
it was no easy task to reach any source of informa¬ 
tion. The studies of Prophetic tradition, history 
and geography lielped each other to develop for 
since information on the first two su qec s 

was to be acquired by travel, the Book of Boads and 
Regions, though in the first instance intended as a 
help to the government, became an aid to the tradi 
tionalist and the historian also. 
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The third century of Islam is one of the most 

% 

fertile periods of Arabic literature. To whiclievt'r 
field we turn our attention we find standard works 
composed ; works wliicli afterwards wen* the suli- 
jeet of commentaries, were imitated, abrid^red. or 
otherwise treated as classics. To ilulianimad Ibn 
Jarir Abu Ja'far al-Tabari we owe two of the most 


important works ; ins exbiiustive conimentarv on 
the Qur'an, emlK)dvin<>-all that tradition had pieser- 
ved concerning the contents of the sacred volume, 
and Ids Chronicle of Apostles and Kinrrs, or uni¬ 
versal historw l.roii^lii down to -JDS. Va. pit's life 
of him is one of the lonftest in his collection, occn- 


pviii” Ic.rty pa^es. Ii lie;:ins by (listinouisliinM tli,> 
four departments wherein Tabari acf]uired eminence 
Tiadition, Law, Reading of the Qur'an, History. 
Me died on Saturday lonrtb from the end of Shawwal 
310, and was buried on the Sundav mornin" in a 
hou.se in Rahbat Ya’qub in Baghdad. Altbougb be 
used no pigment to conceal grey hair, both bis beard 
and the liairol bis bead remained black to his 85th 
year : for he was born in 225. Some however say 
that he was buried at night, for fear of the populace 
since he was suspected of favouring the Shi'ah'^sect 
winch was the case with many liistorians of dis¬ 
tinction. Al-Ivhatib, the author of the vast history 
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of Baghdad, denied this . he asserted that on the 
contrary his funeral was attended by an innuincrable 
body of mourners, prayers were said at his tomb for 
a number of montlis, both night and day, and 
dirges were composed over him by many persons of 
piety and learning. Of his studies .something will 
presently be said : among his disciples Ahmad Ibn 
Kamil is mentioned, the person with whom Mis- 
Kawaihi pursued his historical study. For forty 
years running he wrote out forty pages a day. 
Ya(|ut's authority proceeds to narrate how Tabari 
asked his friends whetlier they would be interested 
in a commentary on the Qur’an. They asked in 
reply how long it would be. 30,000 leaves was the 
reply. As they said life was not long enough for 
such a work, he reduced it to one-tenth, about 3,000 
leaves. He then asked the same question about a 


history of the world from Adam to his own time. 
When they were again told this would occupy 30,000 
leaves, and they shi-ank from the proposal, he ex¬ 
pressed disappointment at the lack oi interest and 
energy, and again reduced his work to a tenth of its 
proposed bulk. We get an idea ot the length of 
time taken by the physical effort of copying such a 
work as either of these from the story of some one 
who claimed to have taken the whole commentary 
down from Tabari’s dictation : it had taken eight 
years, from 283 to 290. The history, he then tells 
us, was completed on Wednesday last but two of 
Kabi‘ If, 303, iiaving been continued to the end of 


302. 

The next authority cited enumerates a variety 
of other works by Tal)ari, one of them a treatise in 
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18 volumes, of a huge script, dealing with the read¬ 
ings of the Qur’an: Tabari made out a system of his 

own, which however he communicated to a verv few 

% 

persons, and only three were ever known to have 
followed it. 

Tliere follows a story whiclt savours of the 
miraculous. Tal)ari. Tim I\hnzaiin:ih, M. i>. Xasr 
ai-Marwazi and M. b. Hardn al-Ru'yani were all 
in EgA^t, i.e., Fustat, and found themselves in a 
state of extreme indigence: they decided to draw 
lots, to determine which of the four should out 
and beg. The lot fell on Ibn Khuzaimah. who 
asked for time to wash and say a prayer. While 
he was praying, tliere appeared lights and a eunuch 
despatched by the Governor of EgAT^t, who had sent 
four purses, each containing 50 dinars to be given to 
each of the four by name. The Governor had seen 
a vision wherein he was told that the Muhnmmads 
were hungry, and so sent them this relief, with a 
promise of more when these sums were exhausted. 

Ihere follow some stories told bv Ibn Kamil 
who as we see was Tabari’s pupil. He went to se^ 
the h.stor.an aooon paniert by his .vnung son, nine 

;vears of age ; there was a copy of Hn Rabban’s 

Pirdaus al-Hikmah, a medical work, under the 
pra.Mng carpet: the visitor wished to examine the 

himself bv til he 

Qur’an by heart ha^l learned the 

y heart, had led prayer at the age of eight, 
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had taken do^u Tradition at the age of nine: 
Tabari’s father had seen Tabari in a dream stand¬ 
ing in front of the Propliet, having witli liim a 
wallet filled with stones, which he was throwing. 
The dream interpreter said this meant that Tabari 
vvlicn he reached maturity would be a champion of 
the Prophet’s code. Tliis led Tabari’s fatlier to 
encourage him in the pursuit of learning. 

He began liis studies in Amul of Tabaristan 
where he was born : thence he proceeded to Rayy. 
Here one of his teachers was ^fiihammad b. Huniaid 
Razi. “ He would come out to us several times in 
the night to ask us what we liad taken down, which 
he w-ould proceed to read ’’—to ensure accuracy. 
We used to go to hear Alimad b. Humaid Dulabi, 
who lived in a village some little distance from Rayy, 
and then run back like mad in order not to miss M. 
b. Humaid’s lecture : this person communicated 
to him more than 100,000 traditions, among them 
those contained in M. h. Ishaf| s work, which lie 
embodied in his history. From Rayy Tabari pro¬ 
ceeded to Baghdad, where he intended to hear 
Ahmad b. Harbal, who however died before Tabari 
bad arrived. Tabari iiowever stayed some time in 


the metropolis, hearing the lectures, and Ihencc pro¬ 
ceeded to Basrah, having stopped for a time at 
Wasit also with the object of Iiearing courses. From 
Basrah he went to Kufah, where one of the 
Sliaykh’s, Abu Kuraib, Muhammad b. al-AIa 
Hamadhani, was peppery. When the students 
desired admittance, Abu Kuraib put his bead out of 
a window and asked : Wliich of you knows by 
iiciirt wliat be lias taken down at my dictation? The 
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students al) looked at Tabari, and said to him, 
Doubtless yon do. Tabari replied that he did, and 
was able to satisfy the rigid examination of 
the Shaykh from whom he obtained another 
100,000 Traditions. From Kufah he ret in ti¬ 
ed to Baghdad, where he took to the disci¬ 


plines of Law and the studies connected with 
the Qur’an; thence he travelled westward, till 
having attended courses at S>Tian cities he proceeded 
to Fustat, in the year 053. In Fustat the most 
hospitable savant was ‘AH b. Sarraj. who found 
Tabari an expert not only in the religious sciences, 
but in poetry as well. He was able to recite the 


Diwan of Tirrimah for which this person had beer 
searching, and dictate it to him with interpretation 
of the ffharlh. In Fustat he figured as the founder 
of a Law-school, having previously followed that of 
Shafi'i : he had some followers, as indeed was the 
case with other jurists, since it was not till the end 
of the fourtli century that the four schools were re¬ 
cognized as orthodox to the exclusion of others. 

Thn Kamil records an anecdote which he had 
heard from Tabari, dealing with his experiences on 
reaching Fustat, and indicating the differences of 
chalect between the Arabic-speaking countries, 
borne friends whom he made procured him a 
(we ling, and told him a series of things which he 
would require : the terms wliich they employed were 
a unfamiliar to him in their Egyptian senses. Thu« 
he was told he required two donkeys : he said that 
his father had provided him with a sum of money to 
be expended in study : if he were to buy two donkeys 
with It, how could he pay for his instruction The 
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donkeys however meant trestles of wood, to keep 
his bed raised above the ground, in order to escape 
vermin, and the other articles were equally cheap 
and indispensable. 

A storv told of his conduct in Fiistat indicates 
some want of candour. He was beset by persons 
of all sorts, exam’inTng him in the different branches 
of knowledge wherein he had acquired reputation. 
One day one of those persons asked him a 
question about pr^dy (‘arud). Tabari had 
not previously devoted any attention to that 
subject, but was un^dlling to plead ignorance. 
He got the questioner to put off his ques¬ 
tion for a day, and in the meantime hnnowed 
the treatise of Khalil b. Ahmad, the classical autho¬ 
rity on the subject. By the time when the ques¬ 
tioner repeated his visit, Tabari had become a 
“ Metrician.” 

A story casually tolct in the life of another per¬ 
son indicates that Tabari did not always come up to 
his reputation as a man whose memory retained 
vast stores. This person is the qadi Abu Ja‘far 
Tanukhi known as Ihn al-Buhlul, who died in 818, 
and was one of the judges consulted about the heresy 
of Hallaj. He met Tabari on the occasion of 
a funeral in Baghdad, without knowing who he 
was ■ they entered into conversation and Iwth dis¬ 
played great acquaintance with literature. When 
the qadi learned the nanu of his interlocutor, who 
was famed—not as a writer, it appears, but for the 
power of his memory and the versatility of his learn¬ 
ing—the qiidi regretted that tlie conversation had not 
taken another turn : some time later they met on 
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another occasion, and the qadi took the opportunity 

of testing Tabari s powers. Whenever a poem was 

quoted, the historian was requested to recite it in 

lull: he omitted many verses and halted frequently ; 

but each time Ibn abBublul was able to supply the 

gaps. The audience became convinced of Tabari’s 

deHciency, and Ibn al-Euhlul was gratified bv the 
result. 


From Fusiat he returned to Baghdad, thence 
home to Tabaristan, which he visited again in 290. 
On his return to Baghdad after the former of these 
vusits he got into trouble with the Hanbalites, owing 
to a remark of his about their founder which sound- 
'■d disrespectful. Inkstands were flung at him and 
his house presently pelted with stones, which rose in 
a great licaj), and were presently removed by tlie 
police of whom Nazuk, knowm from Miskawaihi 
was already head. He composed an apologj- where¬ 
in he eulogized Ahmad b. Hanbal. and concealed 
he work wherein he disputed this person’s opi- 
mons, which w'as not published till after Tabari’s 
death. As has been seen, it is not clear that he 
succeeded in conciliating the Hanbalites. who were 
a turl^nt element in the city. 

nraisfof sumdent to earn the 

fnro ti I 'Attended be- 

ore the latter acquired celebrity : and Tba'lab was 

known to be chary in his praise of others. 

. .1 ‘•'e characteristics of Tabari it is re¬ 

corded that he was unwilling to favour one discinle 
more than another: if a student were unable 'to 

he couircome!'’ 
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Besides trav^'Iliiifr to so many eonntries to ac¬ 
quire knowledge orally he appears to have purchased 
texts also. A bookseller narrates how Tal^ari, pro¬ 
posing to compose a treatise on Analogy, requested 
iiini to collect as many treatises on the subject as 
he could procure. The bookseller got together more 
than thirty works on the subject. Presently 
Tabari returned them with many red marks. 

Yaqut devotes a certain amount of space to 
Tabari’s religious opinions, which were strict, 
though in some respects not easy to reconcile with 
the later orthodoxy. He treated Khiiwarij and 
Rawafid as infidels, i.r.. persons whose evidiMice 
could not he accepted. He maintained that there 
was no inheritance between members of different 
sects of the same religious system, whether Mos¬ 
lems. .h’ws or Christians. On bis denthbi'd he 
grant<'d forgiveness to all liis enemies, except any 
who had charged him with “ innovation which 
he thouglit an unpardonable offence. He main¬ 
tained with some vehemence the tradition wliercon 
the Shi'ah base 'Aii's aiqjointment to tlie succes¬ 
sion, but he also was a fervent admirer of the first 
three Caliphs. He had to quit Tabaristan after his 
last visit, because the practice of maligning the 
three Caliphs was rife in llic province, and Tabari 
was afraid of personal injury owing to liis views. 
The governor of the province sent to have Tabari 
arrested, but he was informed in time by a friend 
and escaped ; the friend however was seized and 

scourged. 

He is said to have been too proud to receive any 
gift which was greater than he could match with a 
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return gift. Abu’l-Haija b. Hamdan, who played 
rather a lieroic role at tlie tune when ^(iM|i:i(lir had 
been deposed and al-Qahir substituted for him. sent 
Tal>nri a present ol dinars : lie deefined it on 

the ground that such a present was quite beyond Ins 
power to repay. On another occasion wlien the 
vizier sent him a present of money with tlie request 
that if he would not accept it himself he wo\ild dis¬ 
tribute it among needy and deserving persons. 
Tabari returned it with the observation that tlie 
vizier would be more likely than himself to know of 
'iicli persons. On the other hand he himself scmi! 
presents to the vizier when the Pilgrim caravan 

brought him liis income from his estate in 
Tabaristan. 

The works on which the historian set the 


gieatcst store were neither the Commentary nor the 
History, hut his legal uorks, the Ikhtiiaf, which 
'vas Ins first e.unposiiion, ;ind of alumt d.OOO leaves, 
his tnhflhlh al-Athar. an account of the traditions 
of the Prophet on which reliance could be placed 
and a juristic treatise called al Basit. At the time 
ol his death he was engaged on a great treatise on 
ethics, similar in plan to the Tliya al-‘Utum after¬ 
wards produced by Gliazali. 

Ibn Kamil, who, as has been seen, was a pupil 

appear,'nee, 

. nd his habits which were marked bv scrupulous 

e,inlines3; he .also tells us how Tabari divided his 
day : from noon till afternoon he was occupied with 
wruing. After the afternoon praver he wl 

EO to the Mosque and give'lessons in t' 

Q an until tile first evening prayer. After tin's 
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he would give lessons in jur ispru dence. Then he 
would return to his iiouse. There was also a lighter 
side to his character, and some anecdotes are 
jn-cscrvcd illustrative ol' wit and Iniinoiir. 

A personage with whom he carried on a serious 
controversy was that Dawdd b. ‘Ali Ispahani, 
founder of the Zahiri system : a controversy which 
at times was marked by asperity. It is noticeable 
that this person’s legal system was destined to win 
wider circulation than Tabari’s ever reached. 

The judgineni of posterity upon his works is 
probably in favour of his Commentary and his His¬ 
tory, both of wdiich appear to be faithful reproduc¬ 
tions of material which he had collected in his 
travels. He was too (|{•(•i(lo(llv a man of letters to 
possess some of the qualifications of a historian : 
hence when he has to deal with the affairs of his 
own time, he is defective, gives no intelligible ac¬ 
count of the progress of events, omits important de¬ 
tails, whence the all-powerfu! viziers and Caliphs of 
his time are shadow^}' figures. He is very much 
more serviceable when he has materials which had 
been worked up by predecessors to reproduce. We 
may well doubt whether it would have been in his 
power to compose a history ten times the l)ulk of 
that which has been preserved, and probably this 
story should be dismissed as fabulous. 

Since to the Western student the growth of 
Islam by conquest is the matter of the greatest in¬ 
terest, it is unfortunate that tliis is not a strong 
point with Tabari. A historian who has for his 
subject foreign wars, is compelled to learn some¬ 
thing about the other side : the condition of the 
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community, the names and careers of leading 
generals and politicians, and the like. It should 
not have been outside Tabari’s scope to make inves¬ 
tigations of this kind, whence he might have contri¬ 
buted much to an understanding of the Moslem ad¬ 
vance into France and it.s arrestation by the victory 
of diaries Martel. Towards the end of the fourth 
century an author arises who takes trouble of this 
sort, Abu‘l-Eihan al-Beruni, but he is altogether 
exceptional. Pn-.ditle^;^ th- Shaykhs from whom 
Tabari Iieard and the boiiks to which he had access 

were more profoundly interested in domestic than 
in foreign affairs. 

The work of the great traditionalists who were 
Tabari's contemporaries consisted in selecting out 
of the vast number of traditions whicli were current 
such as could be authentic. Their " conditions " 
differed, but they w-ere agreed that only a moderate 
number were to be believed and used for letral prac¬ 
tice Probably we are to regard Tabari as perform- 
mg for history a task similar to what Bukhari and 
Muslim did for Tradition : the selection of really 
historica matter out of the quantity of material 

followed by the difficult and to some extent dan¬ 
gerous task of bringing the record up to his own 


Vast as is Tabari’s liistorical work we find that 
he transmission of it after his death was by Bawls 

rhHsll I by fbn Kamil; one Ahmad h 

Abdallah Farghani, 327-398, whose father had been 

a friend of Tabari, transmitted ” the InsJoryTnd 
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tlu‘ commentary, havin" learned them from his 
father. The latter had composed a liistory of his 
own, which this son continued 

A contemporary of Tabari who also acquired 
fame both as a historian and on other firounds was 
Ahmad b. Daumd Abu HanTfah al-Dinawari. There 
was some doubt as to the date of his death, accounts 
varyin" between 282 and 290. His best knoum 
work was a treatise on botanv : he was however 
famous as a stylist, and debate is recorded which 

took place in the salon the grammarian Abu 
8a‘id Sirafi as to wliether Abu Hanifah or 
tlie ^jreat Jahiz of Basrah were the better 
.stvlist. Abu Sa'id endeavoured to settle the con¬ 
troversy, making .Abu RnnTfah’s the more idiomatic 
Arabic, whereas Tahiz was the more original in his 
matter, and the more attractive. Abu Havyan 
Tauhidi, who reported this conversation, declared 
that he placed three writers at the head of all who 
had ever penned any composition : these were 
Tahiz of Basrah, Abu Zaid of Balkh, and Abu 
Kanifah Dinawari. Of the last he says: “He 
combined the wisdom of the philosophers with the 
eloquence of the Arabs : in every department of 
knowledge he had a standing: he was a proficient 
astronomer; his work on botany combined the know¬ 
ledge of the Bedouin with the eloquence of the true 
Arab : he had composed a work in thirteen volumes 
on the Qur'an.” He attracted the notice of 

Muwaflfaq, the brother of Mii'tamid, who be¬ 
came his patron. He w'as also a great phi- 

lologer: a story is told of Mubarrad coming 
to ITinaw’ar, where his host Tsa b. Mahan 
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asked Inm the meaning of a difficult word iii the 
Tradition. ]\[ul)arrad being iiiipreiiarcd for the 
question, improvised a nieaninL; b'r the word, and 
when asked for a proof passage, invented a reje/ 
couplet for tlie purpose : then .\hii Hanilah was 
announced and the question was put before him. 
He assorted tiiat llubarrad's quotation wa.s a for¬ 
gery, and that the word had quite a dilfereni sense 
Iroin that which Mnbarrad liad assigned it. Mubar- 
rad was compelled to admit that Abu Hanifah was 
right, and excused himself on the ground that, hav¬ 
ing so great a reputation as a philologer, he was 
ashamed to plead ignorance of the first question 
which was propounded to liim. 

The list of his works which Yaqut quotes from 
the Fihrist is very miscellaneous : geography, 
liotany, mathematics, philolog)-, and literary history 
are all represented, as well as actual history. One 
volume [uirporting to Ik- his Honk of Lengtliy 
Narratives has been piihlishod. and it contains a 
sketch of universal histori brought down to AfuTa- 
sini^ It is unlike Tabari in the omission of the 
Ifihads : Uio narrative is continuous, with fairly 
frequent introduction of verses. 


'Whore the author cites authorities they are 
Ivalbi and Haitham b. ‘Adi. As has been seen, he 

4 of a romancer, wherein 

private conversatioiw are reported at length and tlie 

parties arc made to handy verses with each other ■ 

ovon .It the critical period wl.cn Nasr li. Savva.- is 

en, cavouring to warn ir.,rwan n of tl.e danger that 

IS threatening from Khorasan, the messages are in 

verse. He exhibits little critical power: he re- 

15 
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counts (as we liave seen) Jiow one Kirmani sent to 
'Umar b. Ibrahim, a desrendant of Abrahah b. 
Sabbah the last of the Himyari Kings, soliciting a 
copy of tlie treaty made between Yemen and Rabi'ah 
in the days of Paganism : this request was com¬ 
plied with and a copy of the treaty sent which the 
author inserts at length. It is in classical Arabic 
and rhymed prose and begins with a monotheistic 
invocation. We have in the Marib inscription a 
composition of this Abrahah, and it is in the 
Sabaean language: Dinawari has however no 
suspicions. 

Where this author differs from Tabari, it is 
probable tiiat Tabari’s account should ordinarily be 
preferred. It is noticeable that in narrating the rise 
of the Abbasids he makes no allusion to the suppos¬ 
ed becjuest of Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyyah, which 
for other reasons we have seen to be a fiction. There 
can however be no real comparison between his work 
and Tabari’s : a universal history which occupies 
just 400 pages is obviously on a wholly different 
scale from the gigantic w’ork of the other. The sug¬ 
gestion that this is not the book of lengthy narra¬ 
tives which appears in Dinawari’s list seems to have 
much in its favour: as the title does not corres¬ 
pond with the contents. 

Another contemporary is Ahmad b. Abi Tahir, 
who died in 280 and of whose great work on the 
history of Baghdad, its Caliphs, Ameers and their 
days one volume, dealing with the days of Ma'mun, 
has seen the light. Tabari has been charged with 
plagiarizing from this author, but it is difficult to 
prove this. 



HISTORIANS OF THE THIRD CENTURY 115 


This person’s father’s name was Taifur, and 
he was of Marwarudh. His authority is given as 
‘Umar 1). Shabbah. a famous narrator. He began 

as an elementary school teacher. The author whom 

« 

\aqut follows asserts that be knew of no one who 
had acquired fame as an author and poet who made 
mure mistakes in language, metric and statements : 
he was also notorious for plagiarizing portions of 
other people’s verses. An amusing story .is told of 
an expedient whereby he and a friend of his obtained 
assistance at a time when they were both in great 
indigence. Ibn Abi Tiiliir shammed death and 
his friend went to a great man to solicit help in 
burying him. The great man came to see the corpse 
and sc ratc hed the nose : Ibn Abi Tahir sneezed, 
and his friend explained that this was the remains 


of hi'^ spirit leaving the body. He would seem to 
ha\e made his living ordinarily by composing en¬ 
comia: a case is recorded wherein he was assigned 
100 dinars for an encomium on the vizier Al-Hasan 
0 . Makhlad. of whom Tanukhi tells some strange 
stones. The vnier's treasurer whose name was 
Hope declined to pay, asserting that he had 
nu order to that clTect. Ibn Ahi Tahir wrote some 

verses bidding the vizier to be generous while he 
could, as the time might come when he could not ■ 
and he doubled the gift. The list of his works which 
follows 13 of great length, mostly biographies of 
p<>f-U and selections from their works: there were 
a so certain political treatises, some of them, it 
'^ould appear m the form of historical romances 
a style initiated by Xenophon in his Cyrupaedia: 
n anecdote brings him into communication with 
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Mubarracl, whom he satirized, and indeed velie- 
lueiitly lampooned. 

iUe rest of the anecdotes in Yaqut’s notice of 
iliis pei'son throws no li^lit, on liis literary activities. 
Ihey consist of fracrments of his satires on the 
viziers and other distinjrtiislied persons of his time, 
and all that we can inter is that he received some 
pension from government funds. To one of tlie 
viziers he addressed a complaint wlien piiynicnt of 
this was delayed, and was reminded that such a 
complaint showed a want of personal pride; Isma'il 
1). Bulbul, of whom we have heard, promised him 
assistance, but did not actually grant it. Another 
vizier would not grant iiim admittance. Apparent¬ 
ly bis pension was not for historical researches, but 
for his poetry, of which only fragments cited by 
biographers survive. 

A historian who has with justice acquired a 
high reputation, also belonging to this century, is 
Ahmad b. Yahva Baladhuri. who died in 270. He 


was a courtier, (piotes information given him by 
the Caliph Mulawakkil, and was a))j)ointed by 
•'[u'tnzz teacher of his sou ‘Abdallah. 

fjike Tabari he travelled far and wide in quest 
of information, to many cities of Syria, and among 
his teachers in Baghdad four men of note arc men¬ 
tioned, Ibti Ahi Sliaibali, Al-(^asim b. Sallani 
Abn‘Tn)aid, the famous author of the gharih nl- 
hadith, Mada‘iiii and Waqidi's “ secretary 
Midianirnad b. Sa‘d. 

4 

ITis name is said to have been derived from 
Baladhiir a drug which his grandfather drank, and 
which produced madness in him. Besides pursuing 
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tlie study of history lie practised the art of satire, 
and indeed rutiilessly : and upon distinguished men. 
An anecdote of considerahle inlerest is told hv Va(|nt 
on Baladburi’s own authority. The Caliph Muta- 
wahkii ordered Iluaiiiin h. 'Ahl)as al-Sfili to draw up 
a memoir delaying the payment of Kharaj and Hat¬ 
ing the commencement of its exaction by a Cliristian 

iiionlli. 'I’he memoir was read out in the preseiK'e 

of ^lutawakkil and the vi/.ier T'haidallah i>. Yahya, 

both of whom expressed their admiration of it. 

Baladhuri was present, and, as he confesses, moved 

l>y jealousy, remarked that it was defaced by an 

error. None of the others could detect it but 

Baladhuri had done so. This was that the author 

supposed the Christian days like the Arabic to begin 

■'Vith the night, whereas of course they begin with 

the sunrise. The author of the memoir admitted 

his Ignorance of the matter, and the Caliph ordered 
him to correct the error. 

On ““f hands, 

e Futuh al-Buldan, is a record of the Islamic 
conquests, wherein each section usually gives some 

details are often, he tells us, gathered from 

d c Ideas current on the spot with regard to the name 

quent events of importance. These details often 

nclude the allocation of districts to tribes, the trans- 
rence o populations from one place another 

on r“ wir, “f of Poblio menu: 
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commemorate. Besides obtaining this local infor¬ 
mation, wliicli was no donbt trustworthy to a gi-eat 
extent, he also made use of the works of earlier 
researchers, such as Waqidi through Muhammad b. 
Sa'd, his secretary and the author of the Tabaqat. 
I'liat some uncertainty prevailed occasionally op 
matters of importance, and considerable inexacti¬ 
tude in dates owing to the practice of oral communi¬ 
cation is clear. Yet it should be admitted that the 
amount of this is less than would have been expect¬ 
ed. Where, as is often the case, Baladhuri reports 
conflicting accounts of the same events, the 
difference is ordinarily far from great. And 
this is true where he reproduces different 
copies of the same treaty. The purport is about the 
same, though the expression, the order of the sen¬ 
tences and occasionally some details have been 
varied by the caprices of the reporters’ memories. 

Of another work by this author, originally in 
40 volumes, Ahhvardt identified one in a Berlin 
MS., Vol. XI, and it is said that others exist at 
Constantinople. This /lusdh al-Ashr<lf is not a con¬ 
tinuous history, l)ut a collection of narratives dealing 
with particular events : for the Futuh of the other 
work ^ve should substitute UmRr since the AfSS. 
are headed by this word. The material of Book 
XI is largely the wars between 'Abdallah b. al- 
Ziibair and ‘Abd al-Malik, and those between the 
Khawarij of this time and the rivals for the Cali¬ 
phate. A considerable amount of the same matter 
is recorded by Mubarrad in his Kamil, which is a 
linguistic rather than a historical work. Baladhuri 
in this treatise collects narratives which were put 
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into shape by ‘Awanah, al-Haitliam. al-Kalhi, and 
others : he quotes the ballads connected with the 
occasions very largely, sometimes admitting or ob¬ 
serving that the verses are wrongly assigned, or 
refer to some different occasion. His datin^r of 
events is careful, but from the nature of his method 
there is no continuous order : the division of the 
history into separate episodes makes him go back¬ 
wards as well as forward^ in time. The work is of 
interest as indicating the intermediate stage between 
the separate narrative of Mada'im and the conti¬ 
nuous history such as we find in Tabari. Baladhuri 
groups the events whicli belong to the same period 
together, hut still treats them as units. Tn Tabari’s 
work they have joined the main stream. At a later 
period they have quite loi^t their identitv. 


An a>ithor of this period many of whose works 
have come down to us is •Abdallah h. hfnsliin li. 
Qutaibah, whose life lasted from 213-270 He was 
qad. of Dinawar, and is ordinari'v known as Hm 
Qutaibah His most famous ,vork, which has been 
inteyreted by numerous commentators, is Adah al- 
liatib, a manual for the use of “ writers.” i r 
ohsses in the bureaux. It is one of the three classi- 
C. I treatises in the department called Adah, belles 

he Sm r the Bayiin of .Tahiz and 

nd tti f S-^niatical 

andhngmstic finesse: some centuries later the 

tion'and *"i informa- 

vohiZs "“"'erous 


Of Ibn Qutaibah’s historical works, one which 
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is called al-Ma‘arif is a comj^dium of historical 
information larjiely consistinji oTlIsts. facts connect¬ 
ed with tlie Prophet, jrcnealojrical tables, names of 
sects and the like. The utility of the book is un¬ 
questionable, but it can scarcely be called history 
Another work which is ascribed to him is very differ¬ 
ent in character. This is called “ the Book of 
Sovereignty and Government,” and is a liistory of 
the Islamic state from the death of the Prophet till 
iliat of Harnn al-Rashid. Its falsification or ignor¬ 
ance of history is however so glaring that it cannot 
possibly be Tbn Qutaibah’s work. It makes of 
Saffah and the first ‘Abbasid Caliph Abu’ l-'Abbas 
two (lift'erent persons : it supposes that Harun al- 
Rasbid was the immediate successor of al-Mahdi, 
who, it says, died of poison administered to him by 
bis son ‘Abdallah. No such son is known to have 
existed. The author seems to display special in¬ 
terest in the affairs of Spain, of which he knows 
more than is ordinarily the case with Eastern writ¬ 
ers, and to be a partisan oi Malik whom he represents 
as succeeding in a debate with the representatives of 
Abu Hanifah. Perhaps then he is a Spanish 
romancer. Since the death of Harun al-Rashid 
scarcely marks an epoch in Muslim history, his 
ending his work with that event mav crive a cine to 
his date. He does not appear to allude to any sub¬ 
sequent event: and the mode wherein he deals with 
Hanin’s days and the story of the Banii Barmak is 
not unlike that of Tabari : apparently the halo of 
romance came to encircle those persons quite shortly 
after their demise : even in the middle of the third 
century this has taken place. Probably then in 
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reckoniog this work as of the third century we are 
not going far.astray. 

In ease and charm c f style this work is one of 
the most attractive of Arabic histories : the author 


is even more dramatic than Abu Hanifah, and 

claims to prodncj* the lctt(‘rs winch passed hidweoii 

the distinguished personages whose fortunes be 
narrates, and to reproduce their speeches and 
conversations. He rarely enlivens his narra¬ 


tives with cpiotations of poetry perhaps liold- 
ing that his own method of rendering the 
story fascinating was the more likely to succeed. 
Like so many histoidans lie is a keen jiartisan of 
‘Alh and has little sympathy with or admiration for 
^fu awiyah and his followers : indeed we have to go 
to Baladhuri’s Futrdi to appreciate tlieir services to 
Islam : the lahours of the Cali|)lis in organizing and 
JHlministenng are passed over witli little attention hv 
Tabari and others. The Kitah al~imunuih is the 
more easily excusable in this matter, since its sub¬ 
ject IS clearly neither the expansion of Islam nor its 
internal organization imt solely the mode wherein 
the sovereignty was either acquired or claimed: 
and since the events which followed on 
the murder of ’Uthman were of the utmost impor- 
ance for the decision of this matter, the author is 
justified in treating them exhaustively, to the exclu- 
Mon 0 other sorts of history. The chief exception 

hv th ■ T campaign where- 

b^'Nusairwho*" campaign being Musa 

b. Misa r. who experienced terrible ingratitude for 

h. semces from the Caliph Sulaim^n. So^ 
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fabulons m;ittor wliioli meets ns in later histories of 
these conquests already fi^ires in tliis work, which 
in the main seems in these matters to adhere to 
facts. He rarely gives any authorities for his state¬ 
ments : it is noticeable that lie quotes al-Haytham 
b. ‘Adi with the formula “ they state that al-Hay- 
tham said,” suggesting that the works of this collec¬ 
tor were* known to the author hv oial coiiimnnication 

4 

rather than from copies. When he produces letters 
his formula is ” they state ” that the following 
letter was sent by one person to another, and “ they 
mention ” that the latter sent the following replv. 
As has been seen, we find other writers produce the 
letters written on some of these occasions and they 
only agree to the extent which the circumstances 
under w’hirh thev are said to have been written de- 

4 

mand. Such document', and such speeches or con¬ 
versations as are produced together w'ith them, do 
something to enliven the history and render it vivid 
but of course they arc not a source of information. 
Certain facts were too well-knowm and too moment¬ 
ous to be sliakcn : tlie troubles which confronted ‘Ali 
w'hen he w’as put on the throne, leading to the rise 
of the TTmayvad power : the transference of the 
seat of government from Modinah to Iraq and to 
Damascus : it might he said that every one who 
learned that (lie Prophet had migrated to Modinnh 
and made the latter the rnofrupolis of an 
empire would wish to know how the metro¬ 
polis of Islam had come to be removed elsew'hcre, 
and how' the family of Muhammad’s most persistent 
opponent had come to inherit his throne. The 
narrator of these events could, if he cho.se, (uiliven 
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them by making the paities talk, and where they 
were at a distance correspond ; but the conversa¬ 
tions and the letters were deduced from the facts, not 
fice cemt. And since, as we have seen, (lift'erent 
historians lurnish dillerem si^nniures to the s.iiin* 
document, it is probable that the subordinate char¬ 
acters, who come in as niessengers, or friends to be 
consulted, or ofticers in subordinate posts, are large¬ 
ly introduced by conjecture, though at times there 
may have been traditions in old families that an 
ancestor had taken part in one »il these iinjjorlant 
events. 

The author s imagination is strained in repro¬ 
ducing lengthy debates wherein many persons take 
part, when Afu'awiyah proposes to proclaim 
and to demand (hat homage lie sworn to Iiini. 
Theie i.s a whole series ol speeches, most in favour, 
some against the proposal : presently Mu'awiyali 
goes to Medinah in order to promote this project 
there and his conversations with the leading perso¬ 
nages are repeated. He visits -A-ishah. whoso ad¬ 
dress to him is so eloquent that he is afraid to reply 
for fear of revealing his inferiority. 

If the work before us is all by the same hand, 
the author cannot be acq^ted of the charge of care¬ 
lessness. He gives at the end of the first volume an 
exhaustive account of the aifair of tlie Hanah, i.c., 
the refusal of the people of Medinah to swear alle¬ 
giance to Yazid after the death of Mirawivah and 
he mission of Muslim b. ‘Uqhai, to reduce 
le place, with a selection from tlie terrible 
cruelties which were practised during the three days 
wherein Mediimh was given up to pillage. But 
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when we come to the second volume the author haa 
apparently forgotten all this thrilling and elaborate 
narrative, and gives another sketch of the same 
events without even a suggestion liiat the whole has 
been told already. Such procedure surprises us less 
in cases where an author is transcribing passages 
from a predecessor, without ]')erhaps attending very 
carefully to their content ; but it i? astonishing in 
what is clearly intended as a. uotk oi ari. 

Although a historian writing under the Abba- 

sids hitch Us ihu icul ibii i^ilUilbali mighl be c.\pccl- 
ed to be prejudiced against the TTinayvads and say 
little in their favour, this author cannot be charged 
with excessive partisanslnp in this matter. About 
two of the Umayyad princes he is enthusiastic; 
these are Omar b. ‘Abd al-'Aziz, who, as an ascetic 


and adninci’ ol AM is cxccptcd cncii 1)\ Shi ite 
iuithors Iroin the general condemnation: in his case 
tlie author reports some miracles of a rather naive 
sort. He is however even more efTnsive in his 
praise of Hisham h. ‘Ahd al-Malik, uliosc days he 
I’egards as the /enilh ol the CaMphale ; he n*ceive(l 
the tribute of the whole world, and hv his staid and 


firm adrnini.stration of justice, his readiness to 
listen to appeals, and the elaborate organization 
whereby he ascertained all that was going on in all 
parts of the empire, he produced a period of peace 
and prosperity such as had been previously un¬ 
known. These two sovereigns according to the 
author were very different in character notwithstand¬ 


ing their suecess as ridel's : Omar 71 was so srriipii- 
lous about the use of the public money that he let Ins 


laiiiily go in iag.'> ; Hisham uas so extravagant that 
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when he died there was not enough left to rover his 
funeral expenses. Whether the pictures drawn he 
faithful or not, this author’s accounts of the separate 
Caliphs leave clear and vivid impressions, such as 
cannot so well be obtained from the drv narrative 
of Tabari. 


A far more serious til.storian on a small scale is 
the writer known as Yaoubi, Ahmad h. Ishar) h. 
■Ta‘far. Yaqut has onlv a few lines about him, 
(pioting a notice occurring in a historical work hv 
Muhammad b. lusuf al-Kindi wbicli stated that be 
died in 284. He belonged to a family of clerks, and 
travelled far and u ide; be composed a work on geo- 
^iiaphy which was included hy ihc dc Cueje iti his 

Library of Geographers. His historical work fol- 
iows a plan which must have required considerable 
research to execute. Astrological details are given 
for the commencement of every reign, whence ex¬ 
ports would be able to see bow the course of events 
'"'lowed the conditions ul the planets at its inau¬ 
guration. At the end of each reign he records the 
names of the persons who had most influence with 
^7 sovereign, who led the Pilgrimage in each year, 
10 conducted the raids, and who distinguished 
tnemselves as jurists. For the period of the Cali- 
P*'ate he rarely cites earlier historians; as lie ap¬ 
proaches his own time he occasionally mentions 
persons from whom he had derived information. 
Wis information for thp time covered by his owm 
»re IS exceedingly scanty, and is confined to the 

} Abhasids he is somewhat fuller. He produces 
a arge number of letters and speeches, some of 
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wliicli arc recorded bv other historians; some¬ 
times he describes the orations as " famous,” 
and these are likely to be historical. He is a great 
.ulniirer ot 'Ali and deeply interested in tlie Jnianis, 
Ids descendants: many pages are devoted to wise and 
pious sayings attributed to these persons. Since 
he speaks of the Mutazilite doctrine as tauhid 
monotheism," it mav be inferred that his sym- 
fiiithies were wilJi that school, since that was the 
title wliich they tliemscives employed. He does 
not seem to have shared the scepticism which is 
associated with their system, since he records many 
a miraculous occurrence. His interest in ethics is 
evidently strong. He cites at length the dying in¬ 
junctions of the Caliph Mansur to his son, which 
are injunctions to virtue and piety, though this 
sovereign appears from the record to have been one 
of the most unscrupulous that ever reigned. 

His information can occasionally be used to 
sujiplemcnt the statements of Tabari, but it is too 
scanty to perform any considerable service in this 
respect. His uork may be regarded as a serious 
compendium of the national history for the use of 
students, who had not time or desire to pursue the 
study very profoundly. The arrangement of the 
material according to reigns—unlike Tabari’s 
arrangement by years—resembles that which is 
adopted in modern works of an analogous nature. 
The limited space which he allotted himself renders 
Ids accounts of events obscure, as he rarely ha.s 
found room to explain their causes, and he possesses 
no great skill in ^-electing lor narration those acts 
wliich are most indicative of character. 
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Although Tabari porformoH a noble service in 
collecting and arranginj. in clironological order tlie 
narratives which his predecessors had composed, 
and endeavouring to bring the history down to his 
own time, his work does not altogether supply (he 
want of official and contemporary records for the 
earlier period. We mav instance the story of the 
rise of the ‘Abbasids. Tabari tells us how the 
claim made by Husain to the Caliphate fell after 
his deatii to I^ruhainmad h. al-Hanafiyyah, uho 
transmitted it to the series of aspirants among 
whom al-Saffah ultimately succeeded. But he also 
claims to produce tlie propagandist correspondence 
herein ^fansur defended his claim : and in this 

letter there is nothing about Bm al-PTanafiyyah : 

^^ansu|■ claims the Caliphate on the ground that he 
IS the representative of the Prophet’s believing 
uncle, and this is the argument wdiich the en¬ 
comiasts of the ‘Abhusids are never tired of produ¬ 
cing. Yet in arguing x.ith a descendant of ‘Ali 
Hansur would surely have had a powerful weapon 
m the transmission of the claim from ‘Ali to Ihn al- 
Hanafiyyah and from the latter to an ‘Abbasid. 
ft would seem then to be probable that this theory 
of transmission was produced some time after 
Mansur’s controversy, as a reply to the ‘Alawids 
^■ho were perpetually producing pretenders to the 
sovereignty. In this case as in some others in¬ 
consistencies escape Tabari’s attention, when from 

t !? “ expected 
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Historians of the Fourth Century. 

Arabic historical literature reaches its higliest 
level in the century which witnessed the rise of the 
Buwaihids. Two authors in particular will occupy 
us: Miskawaihi and Muhassin Tanukhi. The 
former was a student of Tabari’s work which he 
heard from that Ibn Kamil who was the chief source 
of the biography of Tabari which ^^as translated in 
the last lecture. Up to his own time he is a compiler 
utilizing tiie injit<*rinls supplied him l)v Tabari and 
chiefly Thalit b. Siuan. AVhen he comes to his 
own time, he tells us he obtained bis information 
chiefly from two eminent men, well qualified to 
give it, tlio vizier of IMn’izz al-daulab, al-l\Inliallabi 
Abu Muhammad ol-Hassn, and the vizier of Rukn 
al-daulali .Vbu 1 ‘FadI Ibn al-‘Amid, whose lilu'ariali 
be was. lie liimsclf was afterwards in the service 
of the greatest of the Buwnihids, Adiid al-daulali, 
after which time accounts of him become obscure. 
There is reason for thinking that he was employed 
by ‘Adiid al-danlab's son and successor Baba nl- 
daulab and certain anecdotes bring liim into close 
connexion with the famous vizier of Faklir al- 
daulah, Ibn ‘Ahbad. 

It is not clear whether Miskawaihi was him¬ 
self a convert to Islam from Parsism, or whether 
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the Byzantine emperor Nicephorus, owing to the 
weakness of the Calipliate, was reconquering citie« 
and provinces. The hero of tl,e fights with the 
Christians at this time was Saif al-daiilah, wlio at 
one time occupied Baghdad, having been in com¬ 
mand of the forces of his brother Nasir al-daulah t 
ns valour against the Byzantines is iniuiortalized 
in Mutanabbi’s verse. In MisLawaihi's account 
Saif al-daulah appears as a person of verv moderate 
capacity, who proved on many occasions an incom¬ 
petent commander. The fact tiiat he sustained 
many serious defeats in his wars witli the Byzan¬ 
tines IS openly acknowledged, Wliat pleases' him 
more than anything in ‘Adud al-daulah is his largc- 
maided toleration to the different religious coniiim- 
nitiesy which resulted in jieace and prosperity. 

Piobdily Jliskawaihi was too prone to pass 

he “s ‘he persons whose careers 

amb tion int '■> "“"‘■'‘i'-e of 

a nb t,on. intrigue, and t.roachery, with few redeem- ' 

u features. Even the virtuous vizier, ‘Ali b 'Isa 

is charged by him with ambition and the desire t<'‘ 

Uuhal abi does not prevent his recording the ii, 

till 'The w ‘ “''‘h-- ‘e i»stifv J 

h*ue I he Experiences of the Natmn« ’* f i t 

«cord scandals which otlierwLrJZ be 
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have delended liis peri-istence in recording these 
matters hv the need for the instruction of states¬ 
men. 

Although Alisknwaihi is not a TM’iter who aims 
at elegance, like ‘Utl)i or afterwards ‘Inind al-din, 
fie displays great power both as a portrayer of 
character and as a narrator of thrilling scones. The 
numerous figures who come to the front in the pro¬ 
cess whereby the Caliphate gave way to the domina¬ 
tion of foreign adventureis, and in the jieriod which 
follows, are easily distinguishable and their features 
adhere to the inemoiy. For the earlier 
period one may illustrate by the career of the 
iiaridis, with Abu Abdallah as the towering figure 
of the trio. IMiskawaihi has been eritieij^ed lor 
attributing to the weak and fickle !\riK|tadir the ruin 
of the Calipliate and the break up of the empire : luit 
with the example before him of what had been done 
l)y the capable Mu'tadid in re-storing the might of 
both after the long jierioo of anarcliy which ensued 
on tile death of iMulliawakkil it is not clear that he 
is mistaken. 

Intentionally or otherwise he has introduced 
into his narrative a scries of thrilling scenes, which 
when once read are not easily forgotten. Such arc 
the trial ofTIallai the death of Ihn al-Furat and 
his son Muhassin, the loyalty of Abu’l-TTaija tlic 
Haindaind to al-Qahir when he Jiad first been ))ut 
on Muqtadir's throne, tht imprisonment and death 
of the vi;^ier Ihn Muqlah. 

If it is true that Miskawaihi was by profession 
a medical man, he has allowed few traces of tliat 
profession to appear in the work : only once, appa- 
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rently, does lie display any special knowlcd^ro of 
medical technicalities. Abu Hayyan asserts that 
he wasted his time and substance on the pursuit of 
alchemy : of this bis work appears to ofi’er no trace. 
Like other savants of his time he attached some 
importance to astrology : thus he explains the al¬ 
most simultaneous demise of a number of eminent 
princes in the year 356 by an astrological conjunc¬ 
tion : but in the portion of his clironicle which has 
been edited and translated astrology is far less pro¬ 
minent than in the fragment of Hilal’s history, 
u liere an extraordinary anecdote of a successful pre¬ 
diction is produced. 


In the main Miskawaihi displays an attitude of 
scepticism towards the supernatural, which is very 
like that of our own times : when he tells a case (if 


a veridical dream, 


an experience of Rukn al-daulali 


which was afterwards exactly realised, he apologizes 
for narrating it; only the liigh authority of his piUron 
Tbn al-'Amid, and his great reputation as a philoso¬ 
pher justify him in telling such a story. In his 
account of the trial and death of the mystic Hallaj 
he clearly regards tliis man as a vulgar impostor : 
nevertheless he appears to find fault with the vizier 
?amid b. al-‘Abbas for urgently demanding ins 
execution, though Hamid seems to iiave been 
moved thereto by a genuine belief that such claims 
a.s ^Allaj made constituted a danger to the empire. 

The class to which Miskawaihi belonged, and 
uitli whose interests he is mainly in sympathy, is 
that of the Katibs or state-secretaries, who in his 
opinion had a right to the vizierate, since it was 
only through the training which their profession re- 
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quired that the proper qualifications for that office 
could be obtained. They were the persons who 
not only learned the proper style for the composition 
of state-papers, but they also were initiated into 
those geographical and statistical details wliicli were 
reqiiired for the financial administration of the em¬ 
pire. Hence he so bitterly resents the promotion to 
the vi^ierate of Abu Tahir Tlin Baqiyyah, who com- 
nienced life as an official in the roval kitchen, but 
by competence rose to the highest place. Neverthe¬ 
less his story shows this Ibn Baqiyyah in favourable 
contrast to Bakhtiyar as a man of courage, resource, 
and resolution. 

Miskawaihi at times mentions his authorities, 
and these are usually members of this profession : 
what might be called permanent officials of the 
bureaux, or at any rate persons who had been in the 
ernjjloy of the viziers and thus had had access to the 
talk of the court, whereifi many secrets, not always 
of a creditable sort, were divulged. Abu Shuja* 
as.serts that he copied almost verbally the history of 
the Buwaihids, composed by the secretary Abu 
Ishaq Ibrahim, and called the TajI after ‘Adud al- 
daulah’s title Taj al-Millah. If this be the case, it 
is observaI)le that Miskawaihi nowhere acknow¬ 
ledges this obligation, as he does to a chronicler of 
tlie same sect, Thabit b. Sinan, The fragments of 
the TajI preserved by ‘Utbi and Tlia’alibi are not 
sufficient to enable us to tell whether Abu Shuja’s 
assertion is near tbc facts or not. One would ex¬ 
pect that the style of Ibrahim the Sabian would 
exhibit more literary artifice than Miskawaihi, who 
is throughout exceedingly simple, displays. 
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If tbe stor>’ be true that Ibrahim described liis 
history as a pack of lies, and thereby came near 
incurring ‘Adud al-daulah’s vengeance, this would 
throw p-ave doubts on Miskawaihi’s record of the 
beginnings of the Buwaibids. That narrative rarely 
excites suspicion, as it is far from favourable to the 
family : of whose founder. Buwaihi, it says nothing. 
Later authors introduce the inevitable dream where¬ 
by the fame of his descendants is announced to this 
personage. Imad al-daulah, the real founder of 


their fortunes, is represented as a dexterous, i)ut 
quite unscrupulous adventurer. The story that 
with a force of 300 he defeated an imperial army of 
10,000 suggests doubts as to the figures, but in Mis- 
kawaihi’s account it explains the ease with which 
Imad al-daulah was able to collect an army round 
him : nothing succeeds like success. The stories of 
the extraordinary luck whereby Tmad al-daulah ac¬ 
quired wealth seem more like fabrications : the dis¬ 
covery of secret hoards was often claimed by sover- 
ei^s who wished to escape the ignominy which 
attached to the accumulation of wealth bv extortion 
Adud al-daulah himself is said to have revised 
.brahim s narrative before publication, and though 
we know of him as a capable but ambitious and 
unscrupulous ruler, we dc, rot know to what extent 

g'o'-if.v his relatives. His 
father Rukn al-daulah receives from Miskawaihi bv 
far the most favourable notice : but it appears from 
narrative that the relations between ‘Adud al- 
daulah and his father were strained to the breakinc 
point, owing to Rukn al-dualah’s loyalty to thf 
memory of his brother Mu'ia. al-daula^ 4^ 1 
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Bnkhtiyav ‘Adud al-daulal' wished to oust from his 
throne, as eventually he succeeded in doing. The 
expedient whereby a final meeting between father 
and son was arranged without derogation to the dig¬ 
nity of either evidently rests in Miskawaihi’s narra¬ 
tive on the autliority of some member of the ‘Amid 
family. 

For the part of Miskawailii’s narrative which 
precedes that for which he claims the authority of 
the vizier.s whom he served his main source is doubt¬ 
less the liistory of Thabit b. Sinan, who died in 365, 
and whose history extended from the commencement 
of Muqtadir’s reign to the year 361. Miskawailii 
occasionally (piotes him for his personal experiences : 
being court physician he had access to many state 
secrets. The usurper Baehkam asked him for ad¬ 
vice on the question how to practice self-control : 
and he advised this remarkable personage to delay 
punishment, and so give his passion time to cool. 
He attended the vizier Ibn l^fiiqlah when Ins hand 
had been amputated, and Miskawaihi produces a 
thrilling scene. This author belonged to the Snbian 
community, of which wc should like to know more : 
they produced .several persons famous as scientists, 
physicians and secretaries of state. Hilal, who 
took up Thabit’s history where it ended, and of 
whose work a fi-agment is preserved, was the first of 
his family to accept Islam. This court physician, 
like the famous Bakhtishu' family, would be an ex¬ 
cellent authority for the affairs of his time : and other 
authorities whom Miskawaihi could and did employ 
were secretaries of state or persons coniieeted with 
those who were behind tlie scenes, and were ac- 
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quaiiited witli the hidden motives, and not unwillmLi 
to reveal tliem. 

One I'ther aulliority utili/xd h\ Mi-loiwailn 
was a work Mil! in existence, the iniro>i>ih nr leat 
ot :\Iul.iiuunad h- Vahva SriU. like Ihiladlniri a 
eompatiinn and entertainer ol many Cahj.lis. xvl.o 
,!iP(i in lainnus as a c lies^ leaver : his 

,,|nv acconlin- U) one of lhe>e ('aliplis wa-^ a iairer 
.join than anv whi. h could l.e imauoned. >kiM 

aUhe -ame was so nreat that some supposed Imn to 
liave invented it! Yafpit's notice ot him is unlor- 
tunatelv verv scanty, hut trom his association with 
the Caliphs he had the oi.p<.rtunities whicii were so 
valuable ot under-tanilino the secrets ol the adminis¬ 
tration. the intrigues whicii were constantly in 
operation for the upsetting ot vi/iers and provincial 
governors. His literary work besides the memoirs 
called al-Waraiiah contained list- ot poets and men 
ot note, a history ot the viziers w hicii is occasionally 
(pioted’anda liistory ot the Qarmatians, which 
might he ot value, since the accounts w hieii we pos¬ 
sess ot this remarkable and terrilile sect are all of 
them so hostile that our knowledge ot it is scanty 
and sup)>lenients would he desirable. Even Tabari, 
who witnessed the origin ol the movement, is unable 
to do more than offer guesses about the origin ot the 
name. in the Jewish Arabic of the time the verb 
means " to rebel,” but it is obvious that this verb is 

derived from the name ot the sect. 

?i[uhassin b. ‘Ali al-Tanukbi was not like 

Miskawaibi a Persian by origin, but of a true Arab 
tribe, J'anukh, which produced in the next century 
the famous Abu'l-‘Ala Ma‘arri. His grandtather is 

13 
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mentioned in a story told in the Table-talk : Antioch, 
where the family was settled, had during the troubles 
of the Zanji rebellion, been occupied by the Byzan¬ 
tines, and recovered by Mu‘tadid, who vowed that 
he would rase the walls. The citizens dreaded this 


measure, and sent a deputation, headed by Tanukhi, 
to request the Caliph to desist from so perilous a 
measure. The Caliph however, having sworn to do 
something, could not change : the expedient suggest¬ 
ed by Tanukhi, and whicli found accejitance, was 
that men should be employed for one day to demo¬ 
lish the wall, but that after that all able-bodied men 
in the city should unite in re|>airing it. This jxMson’s 
son ‘Ali who was born in 278 left Antioch in his 


youth for Baghdad, studied law in the system of Abu 
Hanifah, and was made judge of several districts in 
Iraq ; he came near being made chief justice in 
Baghdad itself. Like other eminent ollicials his 
services were employed by the adventurers who ros(' 
to power at this time on confidential missions or 
other occasions when trustworthy agents were 
wanted. 

His skill in a variety of descriptions is cele¬ 


brated, cliief among these being poetry: when he 
lost his post in Baghdad, he took reluge with Saif 
al-daulah, whom he eulogized in verse : and Sait al- 
daulah, whose taste in such matters was indisputa- 
blo, was so pleased with the compliment that he 
used his influence to get liim re-instated. His 
grandson 'Ali b. Muhassin was also a man ot note, 
being one of the instructors of the Khatih Baghdadi. 
Of more permanent fame than either of these is the 
intermediate Muhassin b ‘Ali, whose life lasted 
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from 320-384 : he was born in Bashrah and died in 
Baghdad. He was for a time deputy qadi to the 
ciiief justice Ibn Abi’l-Shawarib, and afterwards 
licld Judgeships in various cities of Mesopotamia 
and Persia, separately and combined. He owed Ids 
promotion to the vizier Aruhallabi, wlio put on a 
special appearance of intimacy with this Tanukhi to 
impre.s.s the chief justice, who was duly impressed 
and almost carried me on his heart.” He got 
into favour with ‘Adud al-daulah, who apparently 
admired bis })oetry and requested him to commerce 
the recitations at his receptions. He lost favour 
with the Buwaihid prince when the) were in Hama- 
dhan, and when the prince was visited by his bro¬ 
ther s vizier the Sahib Ibn 'Abbad the prince in¬ 
tended to arrest the Sahib, and Tanukhi was 


charged with having heard and divulged this secret, 
whereby the plan was fru.strated. The story, in 
which Tankuhi denies the charge, but managed to 
avenge himself on his accusers, is told at rather 


tedious length and in a manner which sheds a pain¬ 
ful light on the morals of the time. Tanukhi ad¬ 


mits that he received some handsome gifts from the 
Satiib, but does not say for what services : ‘Adud 
al-daulah supposed it was for this communication. 
This offence however wag pardoned, and at a later 
period 'Adud al-daulah employed him on a mission 
to the Caliph of so difficult and disagreeable a nature 
that he shammed sickness to be relieved of it. By 
a ruse Adud al-daulah discovered that the sickness 
was conceited, and forbade the qadi to leave his 
liouse; he had to be interned there till the prince 

died. ^ 
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Tliri'e works ot this person arc in existence in 
wliole or part. One is a colJection of saying attri¬ 
buted to Apostles and other persons of importance. 
.\iiolliej-. |ijoh:ihl\ the l»e>l known, is his Dvlhcr- 
iin< (■ iiflrr Sfrc'^s, of wliich something has previously 
been said ; tJie largest, which it took him twenty 
years, from 3h0-380, to compose is called “ Collec- 
iion of Histoiies” or “The Cud of Table-talk," in 
l•ll•ven voliinies. ol which the first has l)een published 
with translation, and the eighth is about to be pub¬ 
lished. Whether tlie remaining nine volumes are 
an\where in evistence is at present unknown. The 
Wink is (pioted Iw a great number of writers (st'veral 
of whom misread the tirst word of the title) as it 
is a storehouse of anecdotes belonging to very differ¬ 
ent regions. The author, who prefixed a preface 
to each i)art, gives a list of about a hundred different 
subjects treated : and he seems even in the lirst 
volume to have kept his promise about all. Living 
all his life in the society of the prominent person¬ 
ages in lra(j. or Persia, and in partieiilar coming into 
elos(‘ contact with persons who had collected all they 
could discover about the history ol their immediate 
pred(‘cessors and their contemporaries, he was able 
to acapiire a great deal of curious iiilormation, w hich 
forms a welcome supplement to the nu^agre chronicle 
of Tabari. Much of his ii.formation has also reached 
life li'ialisf* oil lh<- u/ici" h\ llil.’il who embodies 
the same traditions, sometimes mentioning this 
Tanuklii's name, sometimes onlv 'i’aniikhi's autho¬ 
rity. In the latter ease it may he that he received 
the same tradition Irom another hearer. The occa¬ 
sions wherein he coincides with Miskawaitii in the 
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rcprodnetiou of matter are rarer, tliongli without 
access to the whole of the work, ootliin^ |)ri‘eise can 
he said aliout their relation. 

It is in the main rannkhi s intention to les* 
tiict his work to anecdotes which had not previously 
oceii pid)li>hcd in any book : hut he docs not ohsei've 
that nde very strictlv. Several are to he loiind in 
hotli volunies which were also introduced hy him in¬ 
to liis earlier work “ Deliverance alter Stress." In 
tlic main, howexor, the matter which he inserted 
iti Ins ■■ Tahle-talk " D Hkelv to have heen trans¬ 
mitted orally up to that time, after which hio-rra- 
piiers and liistorians made use of it for their own 
purposes. In Yatpit’s hio<;raphical Dictionarv 
many anecdotes both from the found volumes and 
t )e lost are reproduced, liaving been noticed hv 
ia(|ut when c(.llectino his material for the biop-a- 
Ahii 'Ali, a common kunvah whicli vaHes 
i S t with the subject which’is beinp treated, 

iubut s Dictionary usually means Tamikhi. 

I lie anecdotes ulneli reler to the viziers of the 
mill- I, century, Ihn al-F„rat, '.Mi B, • Ba, Ihn 

\ i'''; h'ot into Hilal',, treatise on the 

'I'liMs: iinlortnnately that work like Jahshivari's 
^ IraKinentary, i,nd ,hou,h Miskawaihi is copious in 

'.'!!!i!l ruth' 'r'' l'"''"""' 

'vortl'iv uf'i'n'' ’ “I*'' "Ot Iweii thought 

mauuers of the time or the character o t 

h*adin.r nicn 'I’l... . • . , oi the 

Tanukhi’seolleclilL,r"ri 

clions arc of the gi-eafest value is foi- 
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the third century of Islam whore after the death of 
Ma’miin the chronicles hcconic ciii iously inado(|uate. 
The relations beween Ihe viziers, the intrigues 
wherein they secured office, the various degrees of 
gratitude and ingratitude which they displayed, 
tlieir superstitions and fancies are illustrated witli 
great clearness, and tigurcs like tliose of Sa id, 
‘I'baidallah b. Qasim, Tsnia'il b. Bulbul, and Tbn 
a!-Furat’s brother ‘Abbas h. Muhammad, which in 
the clironicle are shadowy, gradually acquire flesh 
and blood. 

Here is one of Tanukhi's Indian tales. He iu- 
cludes it in his work Deliverance after Stress as weU 
as in the Table-talk. 

I was told by Abi'l-Hiisain, who v;as told In 
Abi FadI b. Bahmad of Siraf, wlio was famtuis for 
his expeditions to the most distant countries separa¬ 
ted 1>V seas. I was told, he ^aid, hy one of the Indian 
Maisur (a word which means one who is born in 
India us a Moslem), how he was in a cerlain IniliaTi 
state where the King was of good character. He 
would iiowevor neither take nor give facing any one. 
hut would turn his hand behind his hack and take 
and give thus. This was out of respect for his 
office and in acordance with their practice. This 
particular King died, when his throne was seized by 
an usurper: a son of tlu* former king, who was 
suited to reign, fled for fear of his life from tlie man 
who liad seized the iiower. It is a practice of the 
Indian kings that if one of them leave his seat for 
any purpose, he must have on him a vest, with a 
pocket containing all sorts of precious gems, sncli as 
rubies, folded in satin. The value of these gems is 
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sufficient to found a kingdom witli if necessary. 
Indeed they say Le is no king wlio leaves his seat 
without l»aving on his peison sullicicnt for the cslah- 
hshment of a great kingdom sliould a disaster com¬ 
pel him to take flight. 

\\ lien the catastrophe which lias liecn lueii- 
iioned befell the realm, tiie son of tlie deceased king 
took his \est and fled with it. He alteruards I'ola- 
ted iiow he ualked for three days. During these he 
tasted no loud, having with him neither sil\er imi- 
gold wherewith he eouhl purchase any, being too 
proud to lieg, and unable to exhibit, what he had on 
his person. So, lie said I sat on the kerb, and 
presently an Indian approached with a wallet on his 
shoulder. He put this d(nvn. and sat down in front 
of me. 1 asketi him where he was going. He 
tnentioned a certain Jmluin (an Indian word for 

I'iiinlet). I told him that I was making for the 
same and suggested that we should he companions, 
to which he agreed. I was lioping that lie wouhl 
offer n.e some of Ins food. He took up his wallet 
ate while I watched him. but offered me nothing’ 
while 1 was unwilling to take the initiative and ask. 
le then packed up hi.s waljet, and started to walk 
started walking after bmi, hoping that humanity, 
good iellowship and honour would induce him to be- 
*.ne differently. However he acted at night as he 
Iia< acted in the day. Next morning we started 
\\a ing again, and his conduct was the same a« 
before. This went on for seven days, during which 
asted nothing. On the eighth T foimd^myself 
\ weak witliout power to move. Then I noticed 
a lamlet by the roadside, and men building with a 
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foreman directing them. So T (|uilte(l my compa¬ 
nion and went up to the manager and asked Inin to 
employ me for a wage to lie paid me in the evening 
like the others. He saiih Very well, haml tliem the 
mortar. So 1 proceeded to take the nuatar, and in 
accordance with the royal custom I kepi turning niv 
iiand behind rnv back to hand them the mortar: only 
wlienever I recollected that this \\a.< a mistake and 
might lorleit me m_N life. I hastened to correct it 
and turn my hand in the right direction before I 
attracted attention. I lowever, he said, a woman 
who was standing there noticed me and told her 
master about me, adding tliat I must certainly he ol 
a royal family. S{) he 1(4(1 her to see that I did not 
go oil with the other hricklayeis, and she retained 
me, the\ went oil The master then brought me oil 
and scent hu’ ablution, which is their mode of 
showing lionour. When I had washed they brought 
rice and fish, wliich I ate. The woman tlieii offered 
hersell in marriagi* t(J me, and I made tlie contract, 
whicli was immediately carried out. T leniained 
with her four years, looking after her estate, as she 
was a woman of fortune. One day, v hen 1 was seated 
at the door of her house, there appeared a native of 
my country. T asked him in, and w hen Ik> entered, 
inquired wheiiee he caiiu . He numtioned my own 
country, and I asked him. What are you doing here? 
He replied : We had a virtuous King, and when he 
died his throne was seized hy a man who was not of 
the royal blood : the former king had a son (pialified 
to reign, who, fearing for his life, took to flight. 
The usuriier oppressed his subjects, who rose- and pul 
liim to death. We are now wandering over the 
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countries in senrch of the son of the deceased kin" 
with the intention of seitin" liim on his father’s 
seat: only we have no trace of him —T said to him 
Do you know me? Re said. No.—T told him that T 
was the person he was reekin", and produced the 
tokens : he admitted the tnith of what T said, and 
made oheisa-nce. T bade him conceal our business 
till we had reached the country, and he a^eed. I 
then went to ray wife and told her the facts, includ¬ 
ing the whole story ! I then gave her the vest, with 


an account of its contents and its purpose. T told 
her I was going with the man. and if his story 
turned out to be true, the token should be that my 
messenger should come to her and remind her of the 
vest: in that case she was to come away with him 
If ttc story proved to be n plot, tlieii the vest was to 
he her property. The prince went with the man 
whose story proved to he true. When he approached 

le city he was greeted with homage, and was seated 
on the throne. He sent some one to fetch his wife 
When they w-ere re-nnitod and he was established on 
his throne, he ordeied a vast mansion to be erected 

Should bo brought to bo ontertainod tlioro for tl.rcn 

This "'if' P'-^visions for tl.roe more.' 

This he did having in his mind the man who had 
been his companion on liis joiimev, who, he ima¬ 
gined would fall into hi, hand. He also in huildino 

ighty God for deliverance from his tnmhlos while 
him"^ bad befallen 

been m the habit of inspecting them^ve; ^n j 
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and not seeing the man he wanted dismissing them 
—and on a particular day saw the man among them. 
When his eye fell on him, he gave him a betel leaf, 
whicli is the highe.st honour that a sovereign can 
bestow on a subject. When the king did this, the 
man made obeisance and kissed the ground. The 
king bade him rise and looking at him perceived tha^ 
he did not recognise the King. He ordered the man 
to be well looked after, and entertained, and when 
this was done summoned him and said : Do you know 
me? The man said ; How could I fail to know the 
King, who is so mighty and exalted! The King 
said : I was not referring to that: do you know w^ho 
I was before this state? The man said. No. The 
King then reminded him of the story and how he had 
withheld food from the prince for seven days when 
they weie on the read. The man was .abashed, and 
the King ordered him to be taken back to the man¬ 
sion. and entertained. Presently he was found to be 
dead. The Indian liver is abnormally large, and 
chagrin Itad been loo rmich for (his man. whose liver 
it affected so that he died. 
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In the work of Mi&kawailii Arabic liistorical 
composition seems to reach its highest point for tlie 
reasons that have been offered. Witli the portion 
of his work which W'as afterwards excerpted 
by Ibn al Athir for his universal iiistorv the 
late Mr. Amedroz combined (1) tiie continua¬ 
tion by Abu Shuja. vizier of Muqtadi, 481- 
484, who died in 503; (2) the continuation 
of Sinan’s Chronicle by Hiial the 8ahian. of 
which however only a fragment is accessible. 
What is recorded of Abu Shuja’ Rudhbari shows him 
to have been a pious and conscientious man : and 
to these qualities his chronicle bears evidence. In¬ 
tellectually he is decidedly inferior to Miskawaihi; 
moreover he goes out of his way to flatter the Sel- 
juqs, contrasting their achievements with those of 
the Buwaihids. Neither does he display anrthing 
like the practical acquaintance with and interest in 
the administration of the empire which Miskawaihi 
lad acquired from his association with Ibn al-‘Amid 

andMuhallabi. 


Hilal s history is preceded in Ainedroz’s first 
edition by the fragment of his work on the viziers, 
which deals almost exclusively with the viziers of 

Hip' M- i’ of l>is anecdotes in 

he Nishwar. which was described yesterday. At 

T? khr others he cites 

Tannkh s authorities. As however Tanukhi uses the 
phrase I was told by,” whereas Hilal employ 
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iWe were told by,”- he may in all cases be 
citing Tanukhi, who was contemporary with 
the authority, -whereas Hilal was too late, be¬ 
longing to the third generation. As a Katih, i.e., 
a permanent official at one of the bureaux, he had 
some of the intimate acquaintance with business 
which we find in Miskawaihi. 

There arc two authors whose phenomenal in¬ 
dustry makes them conspicuous i,.i the fifth and 
sixth centuries respectively. These are al-Khatib 
of Baghdad and Ibn ‘Asakir of Damascus. The 
former was born in 392. and died in 463. Yaqut 
regards him as the person -ndth whom the series of 
traditionalists terminated, but this formula must 
not be strictly interpreted. He followed the exam¬ 
ple of Tabari and others who travelled far and wide 
in search of information : his journeys took him 
through Persia, Syria, and Mesopotamia. He told 
the story of his making three wdshes when he drank 
of the Zamzam water at tlie Pilgrimage ; they were 
that he might lecture on the historv of Baghdad in 
Baghdad : that he might dictate tradition in the 
Mosque of al-Mansur in the metropolis : and that 
when he died he might be buried by the grave of 
Bishr the Barefoot. All three wishes were ful¬ 
filled. The first was the easiest: on his return to 
the metropolis after his wanderings he opened a 
course on the history of Baghdad. Tlie second was 
obtained less directly. He got hold of a note-book 
which contained traditions dictated by the Caliph 
Qa’im : he solicited permission to bear them from 
the Caliph. The Caliph, aware of his fame as a 
traditionalist, felt sure that this must be a device 


LATF-R HISTORIANS 


149 


for soliciting a favour ; and when asked what favour 
he required, he replied that what he wanted was 
permission to recite traditions in the Mosque of 
Mansur. The Caliph, we are told, gave orders to 
the Naqib al-nuqaba or Chief Registrar that such 
permission should be accorded. 


The third wish was the hardest to secure. The 
place in the cemetery in which the Khatih desired 
to rest had already been secured by some one else, 
who had dug himself a grave and was aeeustonied to 
go thither and read the Qur’an through. When he 
was asked to yield possession to the Khatil), he 
declined, pointing out how much this meant to liim. 

A man of authority proceeded to argue with liini. 

Supposing, he said, Bishr the Barefoot were idiw, 
which of the two would sit by i»is side : you or tlie 
Khatib? He admitted that the honour would he 
given to the Khatib. Does not, the advocate urged, 
the analogy apply to the case of the dead ? The 
owner of the tomb gave w^ay to this reasoning and 
so the Khatib’s third wish was realized. 

It IS recorded as an example of his expert 
knowledge how when a Je^^ produced a document 
1 C he declared to b> a remission of jizyah from 
e Jews of IChaibar written by ‘AH b. Abi Talih 
at the PropheCs order, the Khatib detected the for¬ 
gery y pointing to anachronisms in the names of 

g f Khaibar, another did not adopt Islam till 
the Traditions of 
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It is interesting to note that among the teachers 
of Tradition whom the Khatib heard was a lady— 
Karimali, daughter of Ahmad of Marw, with whom 
he rend the Sahih of Bukhari in five davs! Pro- 

t 

hahly the work was thoroughly familiar to both of 
them, but even so the time seems phenomenally 
short. 

The source of the Khatib’s information is said 
to have been a library collected by one Ghaith b. 
'Ali of Tyre (al-Suri): at his death he left twelve 
bales of books with a sister. The Khatib, during 
his stay in that town obtained access to these books, 
and thence procured the material for his own, which 
were 55 in number. 

His classes in the Syrian mosques such as that 
of Tyre were crowded : but the Khatib said he would 
sooner have a scanty audience in the Mosque of 
Mansur in the metropolis than speak to a crowded 
congregation elsewhere ; apparently the importance 
of the metropolis was not affected by the fortunes 
of the Caliphate till the Mongol storm. A descen¬ 
dant of 'Ali coming to the Mosque of Tyre where 
the Khatib was lecturing offered him a present of 
dinars from one of the notables. The Khatib de¬ 
clined the gift: the ‘Alawid guessed that perhaps 
the Kliatib thouglit it too small, and proceeded to 
pour on to the praying carpet 300 dinars. The 
Khatib took up the carpet and flung the dinars on to 
the ground. “ I shall never forget,” says the 
narrator, ” how proud the Khatib looked, and how 
humiliated was the ‘Alawid when he had to pick up 
the dinars from the holes in the ground and the inter¬ 
stices between the mats.” In another story his life 
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was threatened in Damascus by a follower of the 
.Shi'ah who was governor of the place. The officer 
ordered to put him to death mad^ him take refuge 
in the house of an ‘Alawid who told the governor 
that the death of so eminent a man would be avenged 
by a massacre of the Shi'ah in Baghdad : he was 
therefore allowed to escape to Tyre. 

The first place in the list of his writings is 
occupied by the History of Baghdad, which is in the 
main a dictionary of biography, though this is pre¬ 
ceded hv a description of the citv. There follows 
a list of books connected with technicalities of the 
Tradition, some of them in defence of Shafi'i of 
whose system the Khatib became an ardent follower 
after first having followed that of Tbn Hanbal’ 
Some others are in the style of the titles of the works 
of-Talnz, the Book of the Misers, the Book of the 
Parasites, the Book of Notification of the Charms of 
Autumn. His powers of memory were what ex¬ 
cited admiration ; but some detractor maintained 
hat he was unable to rely on it for answers to ones- 

Pnll' *0 Prepare 


attached to the 

name of an Asakir, Ah' b. al-Hasan, 499-571 

in'p'tl c“sf ki''' '7"’ide after hear- 
• 1 Damascus; 6ve Tears were spent 

m Baghdad, others in the Hijaz, Ispahan. Me'w 

Herat Eaqqah, Kufah; among his instructors were 
1.300 men and over 80 women. The m-eatest of \Z 
works was the History of Damascus, first in 570 
afterwards m 800 parts : like the H.s ory ofIghL 
.t begms wrth an account of the city and proceSs 
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<in alphabetical dictionary of men who either lived 
there or had something to do with the place. The 
description of Damascus is disappointingly scanty, 
and \\as easily superseded by a later topography : 
the dictionary' of biosn'aphv is a meritorious work, 
largely utilised by Yaqut : Tim ‘Asakir himself takes 
much from the Khatib Tt is swollen to its vast 
dimensions by the Isnad< and the repetition of the 
same matter bv different “ roads:” thus a folio 

4 

is devoted to Abu Bakr the first Caliph, who is sup¬ 
posed to have visited the city in early days : but the 
volume contains only a few sayings attributed to this 
Caliph, the pages being filled with endless repeti¬ 
tions. In the edition which some scholars have 
commenced at Damascus these A.^anld are omitted, 
and the bulk correspondingly reduced. 

The vast list of his other works contains men¬ 
tion of some auto biographical material : a dictionary 
in twelve parts of person:: from whom he had heard 
traditions, or who had heard them from him : col¬ 
lections of all sorts dealing -with various aspects of 
Tradition, theological questions and others. The 
list with the details of the hulk of each work is over¬ 
whelming. ]\rany of tlie works may have been 
little more than masses of material : hut the biogra- 
I)hical portions of the History of Damascus which' 
iiavo been printed fnrnisli indications of groat indus¬ 
try in collecting names of persons, arranging them 
in alphabetical order, and ascertaining facts about 
them. 

As has been seen, a personage to whom he de¬ 
voted special attention was the first Caliph. His 
son recorded how after he had delivered seven Icc- 
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tures on this Caliph’s merits, and then cljanjied the 
subject Cor the wickednessoC llie Jews and their (“ter- 
nal punisliment. a friend of the family came and 
narrated how he had seen Abu Bak’ in a dream, and 
informed him that Ibn ‘Asakir had delivered these 
seven lectures on his virtues. Ibn ‘Asakir when he 
heard this held up four fingers, and stated tliat there 
were yet four more lectures readv to be delivered on 
the same theme. The friend does not seem to have 
recorded what observations the pliantom made on 
this matter. 

Unlike many provincials who failed to win the 
admiration of the metropolis he appears to have suc¬ 
ceeded in securing it; he was one of three visitors 
from Damascus who surpassed all the sheikhs whom 
the people of Baghdad had seen, and indeed was tlie 
greatest of the three. Yet he was said to have made 
little money by his attainments. His son, when 
asked how he had fared in this matter, replied that 
pecuniary gams had never interested Ibn ‘Asakir : 
for forty years his time liad been entirely devoted to 
reading, writing and lecturing. The questioner re¬ 
joined that he himself had been more fortunate : his 
studies had earned him the sum of twelve thousand 
dinars, whereby he had built a house and a mosque 
and a library. The story naturally led to comments 
on the scantiness of the returns which theological 
and historical researches produced. Many a poet 
had earned ten times thai sum by a single ode. 

For the period which follows the point at which 
Hilal s narrative breaks off we are seriously handi¬ 
capped by the want of original authorities. We learn 
the names of chroniclers, but their works have not 
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yet come to light. After the struggles between the 
branches of the Buwaihirt family which Abu Shuja' 
(not himself an original anthority) and Hilal narrate, 
the centre of affairs is transferred from Baghdad to 


Shiia/., and the Selju<| Sultans wlio wrested power 


from the Buwaihids chose capitals of their own. It 


is clear for many reasons that Bn<jh»iad remained the 

• ' 

literary metropolis, but the centre of power had 
shifted elsew’here, and the Eastern Caliphate w^as 


liopelesslv split. When in the sixth century the 
Caliph again became an independent ruler, his realm 
was a small fraction of its whilom extent. 


The period of the Biuvaihids after Baha al- 
daulah is therefore verv scantily recorded, and of the 


Seljuqs we have in Arabic no satisfactory history : 
the wwk of Bundari survives in an extract by ‘Tina 


dal-din Isfahani, who pa vs far more attention to ele¬ 
gant language than to facts. A historian w’ho 
brought the history of Islam dowm to the year 575 
was the preacher Abu’l-Faraj Tim al-Jauzi (508- 
597), of w'hose sermons the traveller Tim -Tubair 
speaks with enthusiasm. Of the many w'orks wdiich 
he composed some have seen the light: one on the 
exploits of ‘Umar TI, and one on the adhkiyn^ 
shrewd men, a collection of marvellous and enter¬ 
taining anecdotes, including some detective stories. 
His chronicle, the Mimtazim. in twelve volumes, 
experienced the fate of many bulky w'uiks of this 
type; the volumes were dispersed, and separate por¬ 
tions have found their w'ay into different libraries. 


In tills work the ubitunrv nf)tic(‘s form an important 
part of each year’s events, and this practice, wdiich 
is followed to a moderate extent by Tim al-Athir, 
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comes from this time more and more into vogue : the 
chronicle assumes a form resemhling that of the 
Annual Register, wherein a very terse epitome of 
events is tollowed by lists ot obits, at times swelling 
into lengthy biographies. 

Gibbon's assertion tinat the Arabic historian is 
either the dry chronicler or the flowery orator be¬ 


comes true after Miskawaihi’s time, but not before. 
It would not be true of Tabari, Afas'udi or Miska- 
waihi: it comes somewhat nearer truth in the his¬ 
torians who tollow them, but is probably based on 
tho.se late authors to whom Gilibon had access in 
Ratin translations, especially Abu'l-Fida. The drv 
chronicler and Urn ‘Arabsliali the flowery orator. 
The task wiiich the chroniclers set themselves is apt 
to he so colossal that tliey have not time to do more 
than cxccrl earlier works : the stylists set them¬ 
selves more moderate tasks, Imt tlicir interest lie^ 
not in .separating imiiortant facts from unimportant 

and rendering the sequence of events intellimble 
but m finding choice phrases, classical synonvms! 

ngures of speccli and rhymes. 

univcrs.'il dynasiic. lesion- 
.11 ind locil chronicle, which we possess there is of 

coulee groat variety displayed in all the qualities 

"l"ch can enter into historical writing of anv sort • 

.lecuiacy, inpartiality discrimination, power of 
inciting the reader's attention and maintaining his 
nteiest II none of those works which have been 
translated into a European language have aeni.ireS 
lort of popularity m Europe," the reasoiTnro 
oahly. lies less m their want of merit in these maUers 
tli.m III the iinfamiliarity of the European with the 



15G 


LECTURES ON ARABIC HISTORIANS 


names and the institutions with which thev deal. 

% 

Thus although the romances composed l)v the late 
Turji Zaidan on Islamic instory were widely read in 
Kgypt and other Aral)ic-speaking oonntnes, En;ilisli 
publishers lield that translations of them would he 
unsaleable; tlie sentiments to which they appeal 
would be wantini?. 

Of nianv Arabic historian.s it inav be said that 
« • 

either their work is too mechanical, being the repro¬ 
duction or possibly abridgment of texts or narratives 
which w’ere before them, or, if time was devoted to 
the composition, it had been employed in literary 
artifices which would disappear in translation, and 
so might be said to effect the externals rather than 
the essence of the narrative. There is of course one 
jH)table exccf)tion to this : the work of ]bn Khaldun, 
732-808. His historical work, in which the dynas¬ 


ties arc separately treated, wdth the consequence that 
much of the matter is repeated, but which 
is of unique value foi the records of Afri¬ 
can affairs w^hich it preserves, is indeed of 
the drv type : a verv hare narrative of events. 
]bit the initial volume of Prolegomena is 
unique in Arabic literature with few' parallels in 
any that existed prior to the invention of printing, 
in that it embodies the author's generalization.® 
drawn from the study of the records which form the 
subject of the following volumes. The idea is curi¬ 
ously like that of Aristotle, who drew up or caused 
to be drawm up accounts of a great number of consti¬ 
tutions, and from his observations of what happened 


composed bis great treatise on 
sume that there is a unilormity 


Politics. Both as- 
in human conduct 


LATER HISTORIANS 


157 


comparable to the iinit'ormity of nature : tliat cer¬ 
tain modes of life develop certain tendencies : butli 
eliminate so far as possible all elements that are 
exceptional and draw their inferences from noi'inal 
occurrences, the repetition of which after the like 


antecedents justifies them in formulatinji rules, [lui 
Khaldun does not like Ar.stotle aspire at creatinjr an 
ideal state : he is of opinion rather that human afl'aiis 
Kdlow a natural course and expects nothin<T hu.t 
recurrence of the same series of wiiieli his historical 
i^udies had lurnislied so many examjdes. The re¬ 
sult IS a philosophy of history, far removed from anv 
evolutionary philosophy, because it does not eontem'- 
p ate continuous process, hut strictly limited forms 
of it which bear the seeds of destruction: the en'ete 
population of the towns must reoulnrly give way to 
tile vigorous immigrants from the wilds. \,;,l ,i 
might have been possil.lr^ to foretell the future of 
Aoith A nca with fair acciiracv from the theories 

propounded by the Khaldun. ' "‘'‘'''tones 

His Prolegomena are not confined to pliiloso- 
o^a, speculations: he turnishes a useful eompen- 

o tfiett ' “Cii,iied tlio attontimi 

Idea the liX 1 •7'’^'"' '>" 

"■aterial which furnisliesfe annaliJs 

It dorr ’ ""tts, and tlie like 

worked on 11 ''’'’“,■■ ''‘‘''’it "■'ite.- 

Attempts had Lred'wn'’ 

i"telliKihle form the resuKs o'f Hrc 

- ^ ‘‘-amiha;::; wiilrtSrusrS:: 
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on wliicli the Greeks based their study of the subject 
rendered such attempts at reproduction . singularly 
infelicitous : the ^Titers clearly grope in the dark. 
On the other liand those who conceive their task to 
consist in ascertaining the mutual rights and duties 
of autocrats and subjects arrive at little which does 
not lie on the surface. 

After Ibn Khaldun ihere is no lack of Arabic 
historians, Egypt being especially rich in chronicles 
for tlie Ayyubid and Mamluke period : among tlicsc 
are comprehensive histories, narrating events year 
by year, and biographies of individual Sultans, 
wliich, as was soon, cannot be distinguislied troin 
history. A writer of eminence among these is Mak- 
r'l'/A, whose topography of Cairo is superior to any 
account whicli we possess in Arabic of any other 
city : it is also a mine of antiquities, and exhibits 
more industrious preparation and research than such 
polygraphs ordinarily have time to expend on their 
works. His Iiistory of the Mamluke Sultans, of 
which there is a French translation, though the ori¬ 
ginal lias not yet been printed, is not inferior to the 
mass of chronicles, but scarcely rises above the 
average in any respect. Several of these Egyptian 
histories are, like Dliabali’s History of Islam, far 
more a collection of obituary notices tlian a continu¬ 
ous history : the autliors take trouble to collect the 
obits, arrange them in alphabetical order, and record 

what they know about them. 

An exception must he made in favour of the 
History of Egypt by Ibn lyas, wliich, after a brief 
sketch of events prior to the Mamluke period, carries 
the narrative down to the Ottoman Conquest. The 
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larifruape is iron, The pure^i poini of view uncla-ical' 
Uie anihor empJoTs a vast numbei of Morel- Ml,ieh 
the dictionaries do dct recognize : he occaeionallv 
condescends to cite verse^ in ihe vernacular of the 
time Much of his space is occupied with enumerat¬ 
ing the changes amonn the ofnce-holders. who in the 
■ famluke system of government were niinier. .its. and 
had their functions clearlv dehned. His -tvie and 
mode of thought display rather more individiialitv 
than Is to he found m most of the annalists; be obvi¬ 
ously takes great delight in recording how popular 

latter part of his historv was composed under T.ir- 
.ish dc^ination. he has no hesitation in ridieuling 
leTurks and expressing his coniempt for ihem 

wa" Ct^ 1 i-wever 

an end. came to 

Ihn lyas does not rise to tlie hemh, of Mi-ka 

waihi in composing picturesque and thridlin! scte 

° n?h ^11 en^: 

for tC r’’ hi-' details are 

purpose fmn 'his 

=.:;:L‘rr~ 

matters wh.chThe San[ often'nrHec' “hw e?'' 
niclc IS of great utility nCr'ect, his chrte 
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rather colossal scale, of which we now possess many 
volumes in print is that by Abu’l-Mahasin Ibii 
'I’angri-Bardi, whose tath.er’s Turkish name means 
“ God-given.” The style of this author is more 
classical than that of Ibn lyas. 

We have now finished our survey of the earlier 
Arabic liistorical literature : many important works, 
published and unpublished, have had to be passed 
over in silence : we have confined ourselves to an 
account of the chief historians while the process of 
recording events was developing, stopping at the 
point where it tends to become mechanical and 
stereotyped. It would not be reasonable to expect 
amid tliis mass of names a great number of master¬ 
pieces : ancient Greece supplied ve'‘y few, for no one 
regards the Universal History of Diodorus Siculus as 
a masterpiece, and large numbers of the treatises 
belonging to this category, of which some have sur¬ 
vived in large portions, others are known only by 
fragments, whereas others have perished entirely, 
were clearly of mediocre merit, though for the most 
part of value for the information which they pre¬ 
served. In quantity and variety the Arabic histori¬ 
cal composition was certainly not inferior to that of 
Greece, having indeed a far larger area to cover : and 
if it exhibits few works which display brilliant intel¬ 
lectual ability, or which are likely to acquire anv 
wide popularity in transtation, we must set in com¬ 
pensation of this the earnest desire which so many 
of the historians display to ascertain and record the 
exact truth, and to refrain from distorting it with 
fanaticism or partisanship. 


OTHER ISLAMIC PUBLICATIONS OF THE 
CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 


A History of Islamic People. By S. Khuda Bukhsh. Rf.A 
(Oxon.), B.C.L.. Barrister-at-Law. Demy 8vo. pp. 178. 1914. 
Rs. 8-10. 

The Orient under the Caliphs. By the same author. Demy 
8vo. pp. 470. Rs. 8-6. 

Islamlo Civilization, Yol. I. By the same author. Demy 
8vo. pp. 364. 1929. Rs. 6. 

Do. Vol. II. Demy 8vo. pp. 304+0. 1930. 

The Early Heroes of Islam. By S. A. Salik, B.A. Demy 
8vo. pp. 514. 1926. Rs. 6. 

The Arab Kingdom and Its Fall. By J. Wolllmusen. Trans- 
lated into English by Margaret Graham Weir, M.A. Demy 8yo 
pp. 607. 1927. Rs. 7-8. 


(To be had of all leading hook-sellera of Calcutta. Bombay, 

Madrae, Delhi and Lahore.) 
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